
 
 
 
 
 

Name 
Tim Burgess Position 

Sought 
Seattle City Council, Position 7 

Campaign 
Address 

PO Box 9100 
 

Campaign 
Manager 

Emily Walters 

City 
Seattle 
 

Phone Number 206-300-7977 

State 
WA 
 

Fax Number  

Zip Code 
98109 
 

E-mail Address info@timburgess2007.com 

Precinct 
 
 

Web Page www.timburgess2007.com 

 

Present Occupation 
Incumbent? How Long? 

Marketing/Communications Consultant 
 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
(Leave Blank – For Committee 

Use Only) 

Employer 
Retired 
 

Union Affiliations 
Police Off’s Guild—1971-1978; American 
Fed TV & Radio Artists—1968-1971 
 

 

 

  
WHAT RATINGS AND ENDORSEMENTS HAVE YOU RECEIVED? 

 

Legislative District(s)/Unions Municipal League Women’s Political Caucus SeaMEC 

    

 
PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS. 

# Question Yes No Qualified* 

1. Are you a Democrat? Are you known as a Democrat?  If not, explain. X   

2. Do you support the King County Democratic Platform? X   

3. Do you support the right of workers (excluding military) to bargain and strike? X   

4. Do you support affirmative action? X   

5. Do you support freedom of choice in contraception, abortion and sterilization?   X   

6. Do you support public funding for abortions for poor women?  X   

7. Do you support school vouchers?  Do you support charter schools?  X  

8. Do you support the Davis-Bacon Act?  X   

9. Do you support equal rights for women? X   

10. Do you support the Patriot Act?   X 

11. 
Do you support the restoration of voting rights to persons convicted of a felony 
who have served their sentence? 

X   

12. 
How long have you been registered to vote?  Have you missed any elections in 
the last three years? 

37 
Yrs 

 No missed 
elections. 

If you answer “yes” to any of the following questions please explain on a 
separate sheet of paper. 

Yes No 

14. Have you ever failed to pay any taxes or court ordered judgments?  
 

X 

15. 
Have you ever been found in violation of a Public Disclosure Commission, 
Federal Election Commission or Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission 
regulation? 

 
 

X 

16. Have you ever been convicted of a felony?  
 

X 



* - If you wish to qualify your answer, please provide an explanation on a separate sheet of paper. 
 

 

PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS  

(YOU MAY USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER FOR ANSWERS) 

1. Are you a member of another political party? If so, which ones? Have you ever supported or given 
money to a candidate from another party in a partisan race? If so, whom?  No, I’m not a member of 
another party.  I am a Democrat and proud of it!  I have supported some Republicans (Dan Evans, Norm 
Maleng) in the past.  I gave a contribution to Sen. John McCain in 2000 when he was viciously smeared by 
the extreme religious right during the South Carolina primary campaign.  As a person of faith, I found this 
type of religious smear repugnant.  I supported Rob McKenna for AG after my preferred candidate, Mark 
Sidran, lost in the primary election.  I consider myself a progressive Democrat. 
 

2. Are you a member of your local Democratic District Party?  Have you contributed financially to any 
Democratic Organization?  Have you been a Precinct Committee Officer? When/Where? Yes, I’m a 
member of the 36th District Democratic organization where I live.  Jason Bennett, treasurer of the 36th 
District, is my campaign treasurer.  Dana Laurent, political officer of the 36th District, is my assistant 
treasurer.   
 

3. What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How many doors have 
you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing? Why will you win? What is the 
fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date? We plan on raising 
approximately $300,000; we have raised $66,125 as of March 31, 2007.  We have a written campaign plan 
and donor contact strategy.  Christian Sinderman is my campaign strategist.  Colby Underwood is my 
campaign fundraiser.  My campaign co-chairs are: Terry Carroll, former K.C. Superior Court judge; Scott 
Hardman, managing partner Alexander-Hutton and former Dem candidate for U.S. Senate; Daniel Ichinaga, 
attorney; and, Catherine Walker, executive vice president and general counsel, REI.   
 
So far the campaign has focused on the following issues:  parks, open space, and environmental concerns; 
economic growth and jobs; public safety and health; and, affordable housing and protection of working 
families. 
 

4. What are the single most pressing issues facing your jurisdiction?   What actions would you take if 
elected?  Transportation, basic city services such as public safety staffing, environmental protection and 
global warming, quality schools, affordable housing for middle income families, and neighborhood diversity 
and character.   
As for specific actions, I would— 
1) eliminate development fees and permitting waits for projects dedicated to affordable housing; 2) provide 
property tax abatement to affordable housing targeted at residents at 100% of median income; 3) extend the 
Burke-Gilman bike trail through Ballard to Shilshole; 4) ban distribution and use of plastic grocery bags in 
Seattle; 5) increase staffing in the police department while also beefing up juvenile offender interventions and 
alternatives to the criminal justice system; 6) convert Third Avenue to a so-called “complete street” that allows 
successful integration of pedestrians, bicycles, transit, and cars; 7) adopt “complete street” planning city-
wide; 8) repeal the recently enacted “head tax” on jobs in the city; 9) fully fund our neighborhood libraries; 10) 
and, create an economic climate that is highly attractive to neighborhood small businesses. 
 

5. If you are a candidate in a contested primary race, what record of performance, ability, experience, 
personal qualities, and positions on issues distinguish you from your opponent(s)? If you do not 
receive the nomination, is there any reason you could not support your Democratic opponent in the 
general election? Please explain.  I am a life-long Seattleite with hands-on experience as a journalist, police 
officer and detective, small business owner, and international humanitarian worker.  My life experiences have 
seared into my being a strong appreciation for equality, justice, and openness in government.  I would be only 
the second person on the city council who has actually run a business.  I would be the only person with 
public safety experience. The Council needs my voice, my energy, and my ability to act decisively.  My 
leadership in our community—as chair of the Queen Anne Community Council and chair of the city’s Ethics 
& Elections Commission—has demonstrated my ability to bring people together, to form coalitions, and to get 



things done. 

6. Do you believe the current structure of taxes and/or fees that generate funds in your area are fair?  
If not, how would you change it?  Yes, generally.  However, I am concerned with the cumulative impact of 
taxes and fees affecting small businesses in our neighborhoods.  I hear these concerns in every neighborhood. 
I would have voted against the recently enacted head tax on jobs in the city.  
 

7. How would you balance continued growth, the quality of the environment and declining petroleum 
and energy resources?   What is the role of the Critical Area Ordinance (CAO)?  I believe we can achieve 
balance here through careful and innovative environmental management.  That’s why I favor environmentally 
sensitive ideas like “complete streets,” elimination of plastic grocery bags, steps to reduce reliance on single 
occupancy vehicles, not rebuilding the Alaskan Way viaduct, urban centers with greater density, and 
business-friendly growth strategies.  The CAO is designed to protect sensitive areas where special measures 
must be taken, such as hillsides, green belts, and water-sensitive areas.  I favor this ordinance, but want to 
make sure that it doesn’t have unintended consequences, such as in northeast Seattle where large parcels are 
being aggressively developed with multiple housing units without basic infrastructure such as sidewalks, 
storm sewers, and adequate sewage systems being in place first.   
 

8. The caucus system helps Democratic Party members in a legislative body work together and stick 
together.  Do you support determining leadership positions and committee chair positions solely 
within the ranks of the Democratic Caucus? I don’t have a position on this issue. 
 

9. What role should government play in the healthcare system? Government should make certain that all 
Americans, especially children, have basic healthcare insurance.  I favor a national health care system that is 
a combination of private and public initiatives to achieve this goal. 
 

10.  What is your position on civil rights for Gay. Lesbian, bisexual and trans gendered people? What is 
your position on equal rights for same-sex couples when it comes to benefits, civil unions, marriage 
and parental rights?  I favor equality and fairness without discrimination for all people.  I support civil 
marriage and full rights for all persons, including same-sex couples.  I remember in the 1970s when Seattle 
was a national leader in granting domestic partner benefits to city employees.  One of my police academy 
classmates launched a petition drive to overturn these benefits; this effort was an embarrassment to me and 
many of my police colleagues.  
 

11. What creative solutions can you offer to address the problems of the economically disadvantaged?  
All citizens, especially elected officials, have an obligation to defend and advocate for those who don’t normally 
have a voice at the table.  I remember my own roots growing up on Capitol Hill.  My mom worked as a school 
cook; my dad was a door-to-door salesman of office supplies.  There were times when my mom didn’t know 
whether we would have dinner.  My parents lost their home through foreclosure because they couldn’t keep 
up with the mortgage payments.  Later in life, as a police officer and then while working in international relief 
and development, I saw the devastating impact of economic oppression, public corruption, and lack of 
opportunity.   
 
The Brookings Institute recently published a series of studies on poverty in America and what can be done to 
help lift folks out of poverty.  One solution that attracted my attention was the recommendation that regular 
costs associated with day-to-day life—costs of credit, groceries, banking fees—be lowered through a 
coordinated plan of attack involving local government and businesses. In Seattle, Brookings research shows 
that lower income families pay high prices to cash checks and buy short-term loans, pay to have their tax 
filings prepared for them, buy high-priced refund anticipation loans, pay higher than average prices for auto 
loans, live in neighborhoods with the highest insurance rates, and pay more for home mortgages.  Public and 
private sector leaders should work to “reduce the higher business costs that drive up prices for poor families, 
pass new laws and more rigorously enforce existing laws that curb market abuses . . . most importantly invest 
in giving lower income consumers the know-how to avoid bad deals and find the lowest possible prices.”  Our 
city could aggressively address these issues. 
 



12. What would you like us to know about you?  I have a diversified background as a journalist, 
international humanitarian worker, police detective, and small business owner.  These insights and 
experiences have prepared me well to serve as a representative of all of Seattle’s citizens.  I’m in a position 
now where I can give back even more to my community and I’m excited to do so.  I would appreciate your 
endorsement and support. 
 

In the interests of strengthening the Democratic Party and the ability of the Party to support me or 
any other candidate, I pledge to uphold high ethical standards.  I am responsible for the content of 
literature, advertising, and statements disseminated by my campaign.  If my campaign releases 
information regarding my opponent(s), I pledge that any such release will allow reasonable time for 
verification by the voters. 

Signature 
 
 

 
 
 

Date 
 
4-10-07 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please attach a recent resume. 
 
 
Additional Response to Patriot Act Question 
I do not support those provisions that reduced or eliminated judicial review of search warrants or national 
security letters, allowed for warrant-less wiretaps, or weakened civil liberties protections.  I support those 
provisions that allowed for the sharing of criminal intelligence and investigative facts between law 
enforcement and intelligence agencies to better protect public safety.   

 
 
 
Biography Attached Below: 



 



 


