
  

 

In Memoriam… 
     Dean Anderson, our friend and long-time Democrat, 
passed away on May 2nd.  Dean had a sharp mind and a big 
heart, and he never let his disabilities get in the way of his 
support for Democratic candidates and the Democratic 
platform.  He will be missed. 

 NOTES FROM THE CHAIR    by Scott White 

Democrats Look Forward to Nomination Convention 
On Tuesday, June 28th, PCOs from around King County will 

gather at Bellevue Community College for the 2005 King 
County Democratic Nominating Convention.  This will be the 
first time the Democratic Party has nominated candidates for the 
ballot in this state in almost a century and is sure to be an excit-
ing event.   

Only elected and appointed PCOs will have voting 
credentials, but all Democrats are invited to attend.  If 
you are not a PCO but would like to be one and there is 
no PCO in your precinct, then please contact Betty 
Means 523-5702 or Janet Miller 528-0078 no later than 
May 16th.  You’ll need to have 10 neighbors in your 
precinct sign their name to support your appointment as 
a PCO. 

The Party nomination process only affects partisan races.  
The only partisan races on the ballot in 2005 are those for King 
County Executive and the nine County Council positions.  All of 
the Council positions are up for election as a direct result of 
shrinking the Council from 13 to nine and the subsequent redis-
tricting.  While most of the races appear to be uncontested, we do 
anticipate a contested race in the new 1st Council District be-
tween incumbent Democrats Carolyn Edmonds and Bob Fergu-
son.  PCOs from the 32nd and portions of the 46th and 1st legisla-
tive districts will vote to determine the Party’s nominee for this 
race.  Non-partisan offices, such as Seattle City Council and the 
Seattle Port Commission are not affected by the Party nomina-
tion process. 

While the specific rules for the King County Nomination 
Convention are still being developed by the KCDCC, you can 
expect that the event will involve motions to nominate candi-
dates followed by elections with written and signed public bal-

lots (NOT secret ballots).  The vote cast by each PCO will be 
weighted based on the delegates assigned to his or her precinct 
during the 2004 presidential caucus cycle.  For example, if a pre-
cinct had received three delegates in 2004, then when the PCO 
casts his or her vote it will be weighted by multiplying the vote 
by three.  Precincts with four delegates in 2004 would weight 
their PCO’s vote by multiplying the vote by four… and so on.  

PCOs may only cast one vote, and are not able to split 
their votes among candidates—the weighting of a vote 
will be done automatically.  (NOTE:  You may recall 
that the number of delegates assigned to each precinct 
in 2004 were based on the Democratic performance of 
that precinct in the 2000 presidential election.)  Nomi-
nated candidates will be eligible to file for office as a 
Democrat.  

The Nomination Convention marks a new era for the Party 
system in Washington State.  It means that the members of the 
Democratic Party will be able to associate and determine the 
Party’s nominee for public office without interference by mem-
bers of other political parties.  You can expect a lawsuit and 
court case in the coming months to secure these rights for our 
Party.  If you have thoughts about who you would like to see 
nominated for any partisan public office, then please contact 
your local PCO.  More information will be published in the De-
mogram next month and available at the May and June meetings. 

Thank you for your continued support of the Democrats! 

46th Legislative District Democrats 
www.46DEMS.org 

NEXT 46TH LD GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING: 
7:00pm Social,  7:30pm Meeting Begins,  Thursday, May 19th 

Olympic View Elementary School  ~  NE 95th St. & 8th Ave. NE 
 

Program Topic:  Instant Runoff Voting (IRV) 
Guest Speakers:  King County Executive Ron Sims 

 City Councilmember Richard Conlin 

May 2005 
Next General Meeting 

Olympic View 
Elementary  School 

May 19, 2005 
7:00 PM  Social 

7:30 PM  Meeting 
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A Call for Content 
    Please send us ideas, articles and pictures for this 
newsletter and our website.  This is your district organization, 
and we want to know what you are doing to help engage, 
educate and empower the people in our district and beyond! 

Action Committees 
     Here is a list of committees at work within the 46th LD 
Democrats. If you are interested in helping with one of 
these ongoing projects, please contact the committee chair. 
     These are the committees that are in our bylaws, as well 
as some new groups that we hope will give everyone more 
opportunities to get involved.  Remember, this is YOUR 
party.  If you would like to get involved in any of these 
committees, please contact the chair of that committee.  
Contact information for each of us is to the left. 

 

46th District Executive Board Members 
 

Chair:  
Scott White (363-9522)  scott.white46@comcast.net 
 
First Vice Chair: 
Jan Ames (525-7387) janames@nwlink.com 
 
Vice Chair (Membership): 
Betty Means (523-5702) bmeans56@comcast.net 
 
Vice Chair (Program): 
Gerry Pollet (528-0078) gerry-pollet@msn.com 
 
Secretary: 
Stan Sorscher (522-7660) sorscher@comcast.net 
 
Treasurer: 
Gail Chiarello (523-0715) circe@drizzle.com 
 
State Committee Man: 
John Webber (365-0741) jpwebber@verizon.net 
State Committee Woman: 
Janet Miller (528-0078) gerry-pollet@msn.com 
 
King County Male Delegate: 
Dean Fournier  (364-4539) marydeanf@cs.com 
King County Male Delegate Alternate: 
Jim Mullins  (528-1366)  jmullins1@mac.com 
King County Female Delegate: 
Sarajane Siegfriedt (440-5829)  sarajane3h@richpoor.net 
King County Female Alternate: 
Pat Emerson (527-1613) emerson872@aol.com 
 
Sergeant at Arms: 
Mark Saporito (729-0430) msaporit@earthlink.net 
 
At Large Members: 
Sylvia Haven (522-3943)  sbhaven@qwest.net 
Patrick Hogan (306-7049) patrickhogan2000@comcast.net 
Chad Lupkes  (440-1592)  chadlupkes@earthlink.net 
Bev Marcus (528-0500)   bevmar3@comcast.net 
Justin Simmons (736-9882)   rehcana@yahoo.com 
   
Demogram Editor:  Chad Lupkes 
Next Demogram Deadline:  June 1, 2005 
 
46th LD Home Page:  www.46DEMS.org 
 

All Labor Donated 

Program Committee Gerry Pollet (Chair) 

 Scott White (Vice-Chair) 

Legislative Action & 
Research Committee Sarajane Siegfriedt (Co-Chair) 

Community Outreach 
Committee Bev Marcus (Chair) 

Finance Committee Gail Chiarello (Chair) 

Membership & PCO 
Committee 

Betty Means (Chair) 

Janet Miller (Vice-Chair) 

Jan Ames 

Bylaws Committee Dean Fournier (Chair) 

Platform & Resolutions  Jim Mullins (Chair) 

Website Update... 
     We’re still trying to get our website 46dems.org back 
under control, so here again is the temporary URL.  We 
have new tools to help everyone keep in touch with the 
Seattle City Council, the School Board and our 
Representatives in Olympia.  Check it out! 

http://eta.sitelutions.com/~wa46dems/index.php 
 

     If anyone knows or is in contact with former 46th 
Secretary Jamie Corning, PLEASE have him 
contact Scott White, Chair.   Thank You. 



3 

 

In Case You Missed It…  Life in the Fabulous 46th! 
The 46th District Democrats meeting on April 

21st was filled with resolutions, reports and adoption 
of the revised bylaws. 

Four resolutions were considered—three passed 
and one failed.  The 46th Democrats confirmed our 
strong support of labor by adopting a resolution in 
support of a local nurses union, SEIU Local 1155, 
in their struggle for a new contract with the 
administration at Northwest Hospital.  The nurses 
have been negotiating for a contract with Northwest 
Hospital, which is located in and serves many of the 
residents of the 46th legislative district. 

We also voted unanimously to oppose Initiative 
22 which would change the King County Charter 
making the offices of Executive, Council and Assessor 
all non-partisan.  This Initiative is sponsored by a 
property rights group that is trying to undermine the 
current Democratic majority on the Council. 

The 46th also adopted a resolution calling on 
Governor Gregoire to bring the Washington 
National Guard troops home from Iraq.  There was a 
spirited debate over this measure, with much of the 
discussion focusing on the false pretenses that were 
used to send us to war vs. the increased casualties 
and chaos that could result during and in the 
aftermath of a pull-out.  A majority of our members 
voted to bring the troops home. 

A resolution calling for the resignation of Mark 
Sidran from the Washington Utilities and 
Transportation Commission (UTC) was soundly 
defeated. 

John Webber and Janet Miller reported on the 
WA State Democratic Party meeting in Pasco, and it 
is clear that the 46th LD is a power house in this 
State.  John is on the Rules Committee and Janet is 
on the Elections Committee.  Also from the 46th, 
Marie Yamamoto is Chair of the Affirmative Action 
Committee, while Javier Valdez and David 
McDonald are on the Executive Committee.  Also, the 
new Progressive Caucus is up and running with 
bylaws and an action plan. 

The 2005 election is upon us, and the WA State 
Rules Committee meeting in Pasco came out with 
rules for the selection of candidates for partisan 
office.  The complete rules are available on our 
website.  According to these new rules, only PCO’s 
can vote to nominate Democratic Party candidates in 
partisan races for the election this fall.  While there 
are many races that 46th District Democrats will 
watch and make endorsements in, the only partisan 
races in 2005 are for King County Executive and 
Council.  The King County Democratic Nomination 
Convention will be held on Tuesday, June 28th at 
Bellevue Community College.  This new nomination 
process is significant because of the contested race in 

the new 1st Council District between incumbent 
Democrat Carolyn Edmonds (Dist 1) and Bob 
Ferguson (Dist 2).  The 2006 nomination process will 
be more familiar because it will likely include both 
caucus meetings and a nomination convention.  
Expect more information on the Nomination 
Convention and the court case to determine the 
future of our primary elections in the near future. 

Here’s a special welcome to our newest PCO, 
Richard Cohen!  Richard grew up in Chicago, 
attended the University of Michigan, and became 
active locally after the 2004 election. Our political 
process is ongoing, and it’s never too late to get 
involved.  Welcome Richard! 

The Area Coordinator Program has really taken 
off and we now have coordinators for all 14 Areas!  
Thanks to everyone who has stepped up into this 
role.  (You can see the Area Map and list of 
Coordinators on page 4.) 

There will be a PCO Training on June 18th at 
Olympic View Church. In addition to PCO’s and Area 
Coordinators, members and activists are welcome to 
attend these training sessions. 

Special thanks to State Rep. Phyllis Kenney who 
has contributed $500 of surplus funds from her 
2004 campaign to the District!    

The update to the bylaws went through a 
wonderfully lengthy debate.  It really shows the 
dedication of our members when important aspects 
of our organization draw such a lively discussion.  As 
described in the last issue, our updated bylaws 
recognize the greater size of the organization, and 
respond to new requirements from the State 
organization.  We hope the results are more readable.  
Many thanks to Dean Fournier for his great work as 
Chair of the Bylaws Committee.  You can view the 
adopted Bylaws on our website. 

The presentation on Instant Runoff Voting (IRV) 
was postponed due to the length of the debates on 
the resolutions and bylaws.  It will be on the agenda 
for the May 19th meeting. 

 

May 19th Meeting Topics 
    The meeting on Thursday, May 19th will include the 
following main items: 

• Special Guest:  Executive Ron Sims 

• Presentation:  Instant Runoff Voting (IRV) 

• Special Guest:  City Councilmember Richard Conlin 

• Discussion on new Party Nomination Process 
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□   $100 “4600 Club” 

□   $46 Donor  

□   $25 Couple/Family 

□   $15 Individual 

□   $3 Student/Retired/Fixed Income 

□   $________ 

 46th District Democrats… 
 

Washington State Governor  
Christine Gregoire 

and 
King County Executive Ron Sims 

 

Invite you and your family to support 
 

Metropolitan King County Council Chair 

Larry Phillips 
at his 

ANNUAL SALMON BAKE 
 

Saturday, May 21st, 1:00pm to 4:00pm 
Daybreak Star Indian Cultural Center  

Discovery Park 
3801 West Government Way 

 

A Traditional Indian Alder Baked Salmon Dinner Will Be 
Served.  Please RSVP by May 18th to 206-281-9477 

All Contributions Greatly Appreciated 
Children are Welcome and Eat Free 

 Save a Tree, Go Online 
An online version of the 46th District Democrats’ 

Demogram is also available by sending your 
email address to Janet Miller at: 

 gerry-pollet@msn.com 

Show Your Commitment to the 46th District Democrats.  JOIN NOW! 
Please take a moment to look at your name as it’s printed on this newsletter’s Address Label.  If “2005” appears 
after your name, Congratulations and Many Thanks!  You are a dues-paying member of the 46th Legislative Dis-
trict Democrats.    If “2005” does not appear, we hope you will send in your Membership Dues today in the en-
closed envelope.     We need the help and support of everyone as we organize and strengthen our base in prepara-
tion for the 2005 elections.    Make checks payable to: “46th District Democrats” & mail to:   PO Box 15435, 
Seattle, WA 98115-0435 
 

NAME___________________________________________ 

ADDRESS________________________________________ 

CITY____________________ZIP_____________________ 

HOME PHONE___________________________________ 

WORK PHONE___________________________________ 

E-MAIL__________________________________________ 

□  YES!  Please send me an email when the newsletter is ready for online reading.  

Announcing:  A New Working 
Group on Health Care Reform 

Following on recent discussions concerning 
universal health coverage, medical malpractice, 
and other health-related topics within the 46th, a 
working group is being convened at the urging of 
Sue Donaldson, an esteemed member of our 
district.  Sue is former president of the Seattle 
City Council and now heads the Center for 
Lawyers in the Public Interest. 

Attorney Donaldson has offered to hold the first 
meeting of the working group at her house and 
the date and time will likely be announced at the 
next meeting on May 19 for those who might wish 
to participate.  If you are interested, please come 
to the meeting and sign up for the Working 
Group.  We’ll schedule a meeting in the first part 
of June. 

There are many issues related to health care 
that need the attention of our leaders.  While our 
platform addresses healthcare issues in some 
detail, there are many opportunities for activism. 

If we work together, we can change things. 
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 PO BOX 15435 
 Seattle, WA  98115-0435 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

• Mon. May 16th, King County Council Town Hall Meeting, 9:30am 
reception, 10:00am Meeting begins @ Lake City Elks, 14540 Bothell 
Way NE.   Topic: Ten-Year Plan to End Homelessness. 

• Thurs. May 19th, 46th Dems Membership Meeting @ Olympic 
View Elementary School, 7:00pm social, 7:30pm meeting begins.  
Special Guest: Ron  Sims     Info: Scott White  363-9522   

• Tues. May 24th, 7:00 pm, King County Democrats Monthly Mtg 
@ Renton Carpenters Hall  Info: KC Dems 622-9157 ~ www.kcdems.org 

• Wed. May 25th, 7:00 pm, Transportation Town Meeting with King 
County Councilmembers Bob Ferguson and Dwight Pelz @ Eckstein 
Middle School Cafeteria, 3003 Northeast 75th Street.  Info:  296-1002 

• Sun. June 5th, 7:00 pm, Demogram Folding Party @ Olympic View 
Community Church.   Info:  Chad Lupkes 440-1592  

• Tues. June 7th, 7:30 pm, 46th Dems Executive Board Meeting  @ 
Olympic View Community Church,  Info: Scott White  363-9522 

• Sat. June 18th, 10:00 am–12 noon.  46th Dems PCO Training @ 
Olympic View Community Church,   Info:  Janet Miller  528-0078 

• Tues. June 28th, 7:00 pm, King County Democrats Nominating 
Convention @ Bellevue Community College, 3000 Landerholm Circle 
SE.  Info: KC Dems 622-9157 or www.kcdems.org 

 

http://eta.sitelutions.com/~wa46dems/calendar/index.php 
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Seattle, WA 

NEXT MEETING:    
7:00 PM SOCIAL ~ 7:30PM MTG. ~ THURSDAY MAY 19TH 

OLYMPIC VIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  ~  8TH AVE NE AND NE 95TH ST. 

PCO Appointments 
We have PCO appointments to ap-
prove at the May 19th General 
Membership Meeting: 

• Geralyn Rudolph   2129 
• Jill Watson   2233 
• Jim Larson   2234 
• Eliot Graff   2257 
• Beverly Perry   2281 
• Stuart Miller   2297 
• Marilyn Griffin   2280 
• Others TBA 

Return 
Service 

Requested 

Special Thanks To… 
• John McSweeney, who’s going 

gang-busters in recruiting new 
PCOs for the District!!! 

• Chad Lupkes, for creating the 
Area Coordinator Map and many 
other improvements to the website 

• All of our new Area Coordinators! 


