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Next Membership Meeting _:
Olympic View Elementary
Thursday, April 17th
7:00 PM Social
7:30 PM Mtg Begins
el

= NOTES FROM THE CHAIR o

New Member and PCO Welcoming Info. Sessior Please Renew Your Membership Dues
- Old Timers Welcome Too!-
For those of you who have not renewed your 2008 membership
Prior to our regular membership meeting on April 17th, from | dues, enclosed you will find a remit to do so. Your membership
7:00 to 7:30 p.m., we will be hosting an informational dues are the backbone of our budget and enables our District
welcoming session for all new members and PCOs. Long-time | organization to do things it needs to do to get Democrats elected
members and PCOs are al so WAdb&I@orasirodts orgdnikaBoR. Plus, yout phid®dueb gives e[ a

to learn more about the organization, what it means to be a you the opportunity to vote at our endorsement meeting, which is
PCO, and how you can volunteer and get involved to get currently scheduled for June.

Democrats elected locally and statewide.

Top Two Primary Update Congressional Caucuses and State

Convention on the Horizon

BY thetifhetHis Sielvdfefler reaches you, our
Legislative District Caucus on April 5th will be
over - and we will have elected 60 Delegates and
30 Alternates to attend the Congressional Caucuses
on May 17th and the State Convention in Spokane
in June. Remember, if you are planning to run for a

Many of you have contacted me about what the
u. S. Supreme Courtds
means and what will its impact be here in the 46th
District, especially since there is going to be an
open State House seat here in 2008. David
McDonald, the lead attorney for the State Democ-
ratic Party on this issue, and a member of the 46th,

has written an article highlighting what has taken National Delegate slot at your Congressional

place (see page 6). As decisions begin to unfold and how those | piqyriet Caucus, the State Party must receive your Declaration of

decisions would take effect on our nominating and endorsement Candidacy form by 5:00 p.m., May 2nd. You can find the form
process here in the 46th District, please visit our web site at our website at www 46derﬁs com '

(www.46dems.com) for any breaking news.

Next General Membership Meeting

b o * Thursday, April 17th

7:00 New Member & PCO Welcoming Info. Session
w 7:30 p.m. Meeting Begins
Olympic View Elem. School ~ NE 95th St. & 8th Ave. NE
* Program :
: : What 6s the Latest News on Magnu
46th District and
DEMOCRATS How to Get Involved in the Neighborhood Challenge
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46th District Executive Board Members

Chair:
Javier Valdez (548-9510) airjav@msn.com

First Vice Chair:
Jan Ames (525-7387) janames@nwlink.com

Vice Chair (Membership):
Betty Means (523-5702) bmeans56@comcast.net

Vice Chair (Program):
Gerry Pollet (528-0078) gerry-pollet@msn.com

Secretary:
Stan Sorscher (522-7660) sorscher@comcast.net

Treasurer:
Donna Boysen (816-2857) dmboysen@hotmail.com

State Committee Man:

John Webber (365-0741) jpwebber@verizon.net
State Committee Woman:

Janet Miller (528-0078) gerry-pollet@msn.com

King County Male Delegate:

Chad Lupkes (440-1592) chadlupkes@gmail.com
King County Male Delegate Alternate:

Mike Thompson (522-8184)
michaeljthompson@comcast.net

King County Female Delegate:

Sarajane Siegfriedt (440-5829) sarajane3h@comcast.net
King County Female Alternate:

Sylvia Haven (522-3943) sylviahaven@mac.com
Sergeant at Arms:

Barbara Whitt (729-7410) barbara@whitts-end.com

At Large Members:
Pat Emerson (527-1613) patemerson2906@comcast.net

Dean Fournier (364-4539) marydeanf@cs.com
Bernadette Laqueur (525-8911) blaqueur@comcast.net
Justin Simmons (736-9882) rehcana@yahoo.com
Mark Saporito (729-0430) msaporit@earthlink.net

Next Demogram Deadline: April 25, 2008

Proudly Printed by Union Labor!

What 6s new on the
Chad Lupkes
Webmaster
As proud as | am of our own website, this
month | want to highlight something on
the King County Democrats' website. You

can now submit your comments and
suggestions to inform the 2008 King

County Democrats platform. Every item of
every section of the 2006 platform is now
posted and awaiting your comments at
http://platform.kcdems.org You can
also view the platform items by section
(Education , Foreign Policy , Health Care |,
and more) or view by most

commented . You can also subscribe via
email or RSS when the Platform Committee
posts new items. Links can be accessed in
the online version of the Demogram

? 7 7 Answers to your Questions ? ? ?

Are you a new member of the 46th District Democrats
or thinking of becoming one?

T Ever been to one of our meetings and felt you
didn't understand all the "rules"?

1 How does what we do at our meetings fit into the
bigger county and state picture? Just what ISa
PCO anyway?

T I'm furious at the Bush Administration but don't
know how to channel my energy.

f How can | become involved?

Join us at the New Members Welcomdor a short
program about the 46th District Democrats to be held
at 7:00 pm- 7:30 pm, Thursday, April 17, 2008just
prior to the General Membership Meeting, Olympic
View Elementary School New and long-standing
members alike are invited.

E O O O O O O O S S S S S N N N N N N N S S



http://platform.kcdems.org/
http://www.kcdems.net/temp/Platform2008/ViewSection.aspx?id=3
http://www.kcdems.net/temp/Platform2008/ViewSection.aspx?id=5
http://www.kcdems.net/temp/Platform2008/ViewSection.aspx?id=6
http://www.kcdems.net/temp/Platform2008/active.aspx
http://www.kcdems.net/temp/Platform2008/active.aspx
http://signup.alerts.live.com/alerts/userSignup.do?partner=spaces&ut=http://kcdemsplatform.spaces.live.com/feed.rss&mkt=en-us&returnURL=http://kcdemsplatform.spaces.live.com/default.aspx
http://signup.alerts.live.com/alerts/userSignup.do?partner=spaces&ut=http://kcdemsplatform.spaces.live.com/feed.rss&mkt=en-us&returnURL=http://kcdemsplatform.spaces.live.com/default.aspx
http://kcdemsplatform.spaces.live.com/blog/feed.rss

| n

The March 20 membership meeting included a wrap-up of the
2008 legislative session by 46™ District legislators, talks by two
candidates running for state positions in the fall election, and
passage of two resolutions related to the upcoming state and
national elections.

Chair Javier Valdez reminded the group that the 46™
Legislative District Caucus would be held April 5 at Ingraham
High School. Sixty delegates will be chosen to continue on to
the Congressional District caucus and the state convention.

Valdez asked David McDonald, Democratic National
Committeeman to discuss the Supreme Court decision on
future state primaries. See Statement on Supreme Court
Decision on page 6. David feels a primary re-run could be held
in Michigan using existing
which typically is paid for by the party. He believes Florida is a
tougher case. He favors following the DNC rules and not
making exceptions.

Later in the meeting, a resolution on the Michigan and Florida
primaries was discussed and amended, and the following motion
was passed Therefore, be it resolved that the Michigan and

Fl ori da Democratic Parties
allocation, selecting new delegates as required, such as by a
caucus process generally conforming to DNC rules, getting
financial assistance from the DNC as appropriate, so that their
delegations may be seated with unrestricted voting powers.

Gerry Pollet, candidate for the 46™ District House seat being
vacated by Representative Jim Mclntire, talked about his
experience. In the 46", Pollet has been Secretary and currently
is Vice-Chair responsible for programs. An activist in Hanford,
Pollet is an advocate for cleanup of the Columbia River and
other nuclear facilities. Pollet helped pass legislation to protect
consumers, worked for the Growth Management Act, promoted
affordable phone service, and wrote legislation for cleaning up
leakage from gas stations. He believes he has the leadership and
experience to fight global warming and to bring better education
policies to our communities.

Peter Goldmark, candidate for Public Lands Commissioner,
explained that this position manages and directs the Department
of Natural Resources and that the State Trust lands support
schools & education. Goldmark raises wheat, cattle, and canola
on his farm in Okanogan and was named Conservation Farmer
of the Year. He spoke about logging practices, preserving public
lands, and managing forests in a sustainable way.

The cleanup of Puget Sound will be directed by a new State
agency, and Goldmark believes that State aquatic lands must be
managed ecologically and in coordination with the Puget Sound
cleanup. A question and answer period followed his talk.
Senator Ken Jacobserand Representatives Phyllis Kenney
and Jim Mclntire discussed the 2008 Legislative session.
Jacobsenmentioned the $800 million surplus and said that little
money was included in the budget to deal with serious
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Case
By Jan Ames, 1st Vice Chair

You Mi ssed

transportation needs. He believes that telecommuting should be
promoted.

Kenney reported that too many bills were introduced during the
session, making it hard to get to important issues. She was

happy that teachers received more money and hoped that this
issue will receive higher priority next session. She also
commented that Washingtonofg
middle class residents in the state.

Mclntire mentioned that the Legislature had passed a bill
improving benefits for domestic partners. He mentioned that
rural areas are hurt by property taxes in ways that are worse than
in urban counties and that he had worked on ways to level
flugtugtiong of fax pyalyationsdngupal argas. & ¢ j o h o |
The legislators then answered questions about the banking crisis,
local option for public financing of elections, effect of tolls, and
bail-out of bankers but not home owners.

New Precinct Committee Officers Bill Kaghan (1969) and
Howard Fitzpatrick (2095) were introduced and approvedby a
voice vote.

Vaftiez Préseht&d the 2008 buddt, RigRRghtihg¥omdifn on®
the expense and income sides of the budget. A motion to
approve the budget was passedy a voice vote.

Membership Chair Betty Meansreported that membership
continues to increase steadily, with 53 members in the 4600 club
and 55 in the Friends of the 46™ club.

King County Female Representative Sarajane Seigfriedt
reported that the platform committee is digesting the resolutions
for the King County convention on April 13. King County
Male Representative Chad Lupkeseminded everyone that the
draft platform is on the 46™ District website.

A motion to suspend the rules was passed in order to discuss a
resolution (Chair Valdez ruled resolution was timely) objecting
to the State Par t Y Districthaeqpui r
nominating convention before May 23, weeks before the filing
date ends, to choose a nominee in legislative races and limit that
choice to the PCOs. After considerable discussion and a number
of amendments, the resolution that was passedpreserves the 46"
Districtbés endorsement prog
required nominating convention to participation by all 46"
District Democrats who sign the same pledge of being a
Democrat that was required to participate in a precinct caucus.
The resolution allows for an alternate later date for such a
convention after the April 5 Legislative District caucus. This
would give time for the resolution to be presented to the State
Party for action by the State Central Committee. In addition, the
resolution recommends that all districts in the state follow the
same process that the 46" District would prefer to use.

For more about the meeting,seeSecr et ary St ai

minutes at 46dems.com.
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SEEN ON THE SCENE

o
ﬂ 7, by Sylvia Haven
© ESL Class Visits Caucus,

by Sarah Beth Lawrence, M.A., Edmonds Community College ESL Instructor
)_/ N ( Edi t odStudents quotes are verbatim)
There was a great distance traveled together f
B el ections were none of my businesso (Jean, Kor
know the really democracy in the USA and | think ittijs ver

China). The above two quotes are from my Edmonds Communit
the caucus and primary systems. This ESL Civics class is for adult immigrants and refugees, some of whom are considering future
U.S. citizenship.

We started our elections unit by brainstorming some differences between Republicans and Democrats. Before going much further,

some specialized elections-related vocabulary was in order: words such as liberal/conservative, issue, party, turnout, ballot, etc. Our

next step was to assign each student to study one @andi dat
class: Iraq, the economy, and health care. We also kept track on a score sheet of delegates won as states had their elections.

elections unit was our visit to

the Greenwood Senior Center to

we were again impressed to see

now, bravely acting in her role
seams caucus. N o
selves on their impressions of

quotes from their journals:

The culminating event of our
the Precinct 2121 caucus held at
see democracy in action. There
Teresa, whom we knew by

as PCO at the bursting-at-the-
let the students speak for them-
the day. The following are

nTer esa, one o
the ballots statistics. After a
result of the first vote came out:
Obama got 6. One was unde-

7 and Clinton 2. | kind of liked
president to show there is a real
China

neighbors, was a volunteer to do

burst of busy calculating, the

Clinton only got 2 delegates.

cided. Second vote was Obama
Clinton € | wante
democracy ikengt he

iwWe wal ked on foot. The caucus was so close to ourleteache
wanted to vote. There were some signs, iObama. 0 Widfeltt o o k
so excited. It was my first caucus in the USA. Whodaid d h e ¢

their opinion about candidates Obama and Clinton. In my country | never saw this. In my opinion, this is so democratic way to
v 0t e Areta, Bulgaria

il was so surprised about the caucus el ection systbedemtebecal
about politics with neighbors in Japan. I felt whoHat cW.ud.t |
-- Maki, Japan

Meet Your Board Member: Stan Sorcher

With his insightful editorials in the P.l. and the Puget Sound Business Journal, Stan has promulgated the best progressive
thought of our Democratic Party to a wider public. He lends his intellect and genial wit to our Ex-
ecutive Board and to his other many other endeavors. He works for a labor union, serves on the
Board of the Washington Fair Trade Coalition, is active in the Blue-Green Alliance (labor and envi-
ronment) and the Puget Sound Health Alliance, represents organized labor with the Puget Sound
Regional Council, and has served on the Washington Council of International Trade Advisory
Board.

Stan felt the need to become active in Democratic politics as a counterbalance to the many conserva-
tive influences in present civil society. This led to his decision to run for the Executive Board. You
can view his work as our clubds secretary
minutes on our website: www.46DEMS.com.

He reports that his ambition is to backhand a hot ground ball at short, deep in the hole, throw to first,
and beat the runner by half a step; and make it look like it wasn't a fluke.
4
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And
Gypsy Jazz Performance

Ranger and the Re-Arrangers
0(\(\% e Apl‘il 26th 8y

?e@\ oo °g,
o@"’“\c 0 309“00\ Saturday, 5:30 to 7:30 pm Ra g e

" Lake City Community Center
12531 28th NE Seattle 98125

To Benefit North Helpline

North Helpline is a nonprofit Emergency Service Center and Food Bank

Music and Basic Spaghetti Feed Dinner $10 for adults/ $5 for children under 10yrs.
(Spaghetti Dinnerd Organic Pasta and Meat or Vegetarian Sauce, Salad, Bread and Beverage)

Music and Special Table Dinner (by Advance purchase before 4/18 only)
(Basic Dinner, plus Antipasto, Dessert and Table Service) $20 per ticket / $120 for a table of 6

TO ORDER TICKETS CALL (206) 367-3477

North Helpline is our community safety net serving the north end of Seattle since 1989. It will lose the use of the free City of Seattle
facility it has been housed in when the building is demolished to make way for the new Lake City Fire Station within the next year.
They will join the Low Income Housing Institute in a new nearby housing project that will serve homeless Veterans and neighbors,
slated to open in 2009. They are currently actively involved in searching for and raising the funds to realize this move without seri-
ously disrupting existing services.

They provide emergency food, utility, rental and transportation assistance, limited medical and dental screening and care (in partner-
ship with the Rotary Club and Northwest Hospital), as well as infant and toddler care items, to over 1000 individuals each week.

North Helpline Emergency Service Center and Food Bank 501- (C)3#91-1475182

12707 30" Avenue NE, Seattle, WA 98125 / P.O. Box 25875, Seattle, WA 98125

Food Bank Phone: (206)367-3477 Office Fax: (206)367-4284 Website: www.northhelpline.org
Director: Rita Anderson / Food Bank Manager: Kay Hardie 5



http://www.northhelpline.org/

Statement on the Supreme Court Decision
Summarization by David McDonald

: Initiative 872 passed in November 2004. The Initiative determined. That is, the Initiative is still vulnerable to "as
écreated a "top two" blanket primary based on party prefer-  applied” challenges.

ence. Under 1-872 any candidate may identify a party pref-
gerence at filing and have that preference placed next to their
name on a blanket primary ballot. The top two vote getters
in the primary advance to the general election even if they
have stated the same party preference. Because this "top
two" blanket primary effectively allows Republicans to
 vote on which Democrats will be on the general election
ballot, depriving Democrats of their constitutional right to
choose their own nominees, the State Party sued the State
in 2005 to stop implementation of 1-872. The Party was
ésuccessful and 1-872 has been enjoined (stopped) since July
: 2005.

The Supreme Court reaffirmed our right to nominate our
candidates by whatever process we choose since 1-872 re-
moved the requirement that we nominate candidates in a
public primary. However, under 1-872 there will be no des-
ignation on the ballot as to which candidate is our nominee;
only an indication as to the name of the party a candidate
personally prefers. Confusion among voters about who our
candidates are and what Democrats actually stand for seems
likely. Although the case is not over, the State has indicated
that it intends to use the Top Two primary this fall. Mean- :
while the United States District Court in Seattle will hear
chall enges to the St a—87?ea6ds:, a (

However, on March 18, 2008 the United State Supreme related constitutional issues.

C ourt issued an opinion r dn2@0b theiStategParty duloptedicontingency rubeotabe t s o]
ions that 1-872 is unconstitutional on its face. The Supreme used if the Top Two were implemented. These rules gener-
Court opinion does not hold that 1-872 is constitutional; ally provide that PCOs in the respective jurisdictions will

rather it holds that until the State actually implements the  select Democratic nominees. This nominating process is

gtop two primary and provides a ballot design for use under  separate from the current process of selecting delegates to

éthe initiative, the question of constitutionality cannot be the state and national conventions.

It's time for Voter -Owned Elections!
By Craig Salins

A newly-minted state law allows cities and counties to create programs that offer optional public funds for local political
campaigns. Similar Voter-Owned Elections (VOE) programs are working successfully in other areas, such as Portland,
Oregon - where it's very popular.

Under these programs, anyone who qualifies by showing a modest level of voter support (generally a small qualifying
donation and signature from a set number of voters), can receive public funds sufficient to run a credible primary cam-
paign. In exchange, they agree to accept no other private contributions - so they are beholden to no private or special
interest.

Last year, candidates for local office in Seattle and King County raised and spent on average over $200,000 in campaign
expenses. Every year, the financial arms race gets worse. Only the wealthy (or those backed by big donors) can afford
to run for office - and once elected, they face pressure or a presumption of payback to do the bidding of wealthy contribu-
tors whose money might be needed for a re-election campaign.

We can free our candidates and incumbents from this burden, through Voter-Owned Elections. Elections should be
about issues and voters, not about who can raise the most money! Campaigns are part of our democratic process and
should be funded publicly, so that:
1. any qualified candidate can run regardless of their wealth or connections;
2. voters get wider choice among candidates: more women, more ethnic and economic diversity;
3. lawmakers and elected officials - and their votes - are indebted to NO special interest; and
4. | awmakers work on votersédé issues, rather than romancin
Visit our websited washclean.org, or call Washington Public Campaigns, 206-784-2522.

Craig Salins is Executive Director of Washington Public Campaigns, a statewide grassroots organization dedicated to making public
financing available for political campaigns at every level, to free offRials from the influence of big monied special interests.



Show Your Commitment to the 48" District Democrats.

Pl ease take a moment to | ook at your n afin?e0 Gafmarsiaftergasir ngme, i n
Congratulations and Many Thanks Y o u & r e-paging thamkessof the 46™ Legislative District Democrats. If i 2 0 @ld&sd
not appear, we hope you will mail us your dues right away. Make checks payableto fi 4"@i st r i ct & mahto PO Box
15435, Seattle, WA 98115435.

$500 ABenefactoro

NAME |
ADDRESS | $100 fA4600 |
| 46 Friendofthe | b =
CITY ZIP
46th ’ ,
HOME PHONE | $35 couple/Family *
WORK PHONE | $25 Individual
Y 46th District
E-MAIL | Reti
’ $5 Student/Retired/ IDEMOCRATS
ixed Income ——————————

~

| YES! Please send me an email when the newsletter is
ready for online reading. (PS online, ités in COLOR!

Scott Let 0s El ect a
Wh*t who will Fight for our Values!
’ e Scott White has an outstanding record of

For State Rep. Democrat bringing people together to get the job done!

Proven Community Leaderd Scott has volunteered countless hours for
many non-profit and community organizations in an effort to make our
neighborhoods and our state a better place to live, work and play!

Successful Grassroots Organizey Scott has successfully organized
thousands of grassroots activists in the 46th LD and across King County!
He was honored as fAChair of the

Respected Professional Scott is widely respected for his work on state &
local government issues, including budget and finance, growth management,
workers rights, human services, environmental protections and civil rights!

Elect Scott White for State Representative ~ 46th LD

For more information and list of endorsements, please go to: www.scottwhite.com
Paid for by People for Scott White ~ PO Box 25313, Seattle, WA 98165-2213
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¥ 46th District Democrats
PO Box 15435
W Seattle, WA 98115 -0435
www.46dems.com
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
THURSDAY, APRIL 17 TH AT OLYMPIC VIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
7:00 PM NEW MEMBERS WELCOMING INFO. SESSION & RECEPTION

7:30 PM MEETING

Items for April 17th
Membership Meeting
7:00 New Members Welcome -

Info. Session & Reception

7:30 Membership Mtg Begins
fiCall to Order and Pledge

fChairds Report
fOfficer Reports

7:45 Candidates

8:00 PROGRAM:
What 6s the La

on Magnuson Park

8:35 Neighborhood
Challenge Training

9:15 Announcements/Good
of the Order

9:20 Adjourn
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\Q CALENDAR OF EVENTS (\@

1 Sun., April 13th, 2:00 pm King County Democratic
Convention @ W. Seattle High School. More info at:
www.kcdems.net or 206-622-9157

1 Thurs. April 17th, 46th Dems General Membership Meeting
@ Olympic View Elementary School, 7:00pm Social, 7:30pm
Mtg begins

1 Tues. April 22th, 7:00 pm King County Democrats Central
Committee (KCDCC) Executive Board Meeting @ Renton
Carpenters Hall - 231 Burnett Ave. More info at:

www.chFms.net or 206-622-9157
est e wWs

1 Tues., May 15th, Thurs. May 15th, 46th Dems General
Membership Meeting (Candidate Forum Night) @ Olympic
View Elementary School, 7:00pm Social, 7:30pm Mtg begins

1 Sat., May 17th, 10:00 am. Congressional District Caucuses

1 1st CD - Edmonds Community College
1 7th CD - North Seattle Community College
(visit www.46dems.com for more detailed information)




