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recommended by the Executive Board, can be found at our web-

site at www.46dems.com.  Hard copies will also be available at 

the meeting. 
 

Last Monthôs Nominating Convention 
 

As expected, our nominating convention at last monthôs meeting 

was well-attended and a tight race.  St. Rep. 

Phyllis Gutierrez Kenney was nominated by ac-

clamation for Position 2 and Gerry Pollet edged 

out Scott White by three weighted votes for Posi-

tion 1.  As many of you know, there were ques-

tions surrounding the tally committeeôs final re-

port that was announced at the nominating con-

vention.  I will discuss more on this during my 

Chairôs report at the endorsement meeting and 

answer questions you may have.  You can also 

contact me by email with your questions and I 

will get back to you as soon as I can. 
 

Congratulations to Jayron Finan and  

  Elizabeth Willmott  
 

Two National Delegates from our own 46th District were elected 

on May 17th at the Congressional Caucuses.  Congratulations to 

Barack Obama delegate Jayron Finan and Hillary Clinton Dele-

gate Elizabeth Willmott on their election as Delegates to the 

National Democratic Convention in August.  We know you will 

represent us proudly  in the 46th and the State in Denver! 

Next Membership Meeting : 

Olympic View Elementary  

Thursday, June 19th  

6:30 PM  PCO Training  

7:30 PM  Mtg Begins  

Endorsement Meeting This Month 
 

Our biggest and most exciting meeting of the year will take place 

at our membership meeting on June 19th - our annual endorse-

ment meeting.  There are lots of races that our meeting will con-

sider:  all Statewide races, our two Congressional seats in the 

46th, our two State House of Representative positions, and the 

numerous candidates running for King County Superior Court.  

Candidates know that our endorsement carries an 

enormous amount of weigh with the electorate - so 

you know theyôll be out in force to gain our much 

coveted endorsement. 
 

Donôt forget, to be eligible to vote, or to speak at the 

endorsement meeting, you must be either a Precinct 

Committee Officer (PCO), or a resident 46th District 

voter who has paid dues at least 21 days in advance 

of the endorsement meeting (received or postmarked 

on or before May 29, 2008. Persons who were paid 

members in good standing of the 46th District De-

mocrats in 2007 may renew their membership up to 

the time of the endorsement meeting and are exempt 

from the 21 day advance deadline. 
 

 

2008 Endorsement Procedures Will also be  

Considered and Voted 
 

Prior to considering endorsements, we will vote to approve our 

2008 endorsement procedures.  The proposed procedures, as  

 NOTES FROM THE CHAIR  

Next General Membership Meeting  
 

Thursday, June 19th  
6:30 p.m. PCO Training ~  7:30 p.m. Meeting Begins  

Olympic View Elem. School ~ NE 95th St. & 8th Ave. NE  
 

Program:  

*** Endorsement Meeting ***  

46th Legislative District Democrats  
www.46DEMS.com  

June 2008  
 

http://www.46dems.com/
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46th District Executive Board Members  
 

Chair:   

Javier Valdez (548-9510)  airjav@msn.com 

 

First Vice Chair:  

Jan Ames (525-7387)  janames@nwlink.com 

 

Vice Chair (Membership):  

Betty Means (523-5702)  bmeans56@comcast.net 

 

Vice Chair (Program):  

Gerry Pollet (528-0078)  gerry-pollet@msn.com 

 

Secretary:  

Stan Sorscher (522-7660)  sorscher@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer:  

Donna Boysen (816-2857)  dmboysen@hotmail.com 

 

State Committee Man:  

John Webber (365-0741)  jpwebber@verizon.net 

State Committee Woman:  

Janet Miller (528-0078)  gerry-pollet@msn.com 

 

King County Male Delegate:  

Chad Lupkes  (440-1592)  chadlupkes@gmail.com 

King County Male Delegate Alternate:  

Matthew McSheehy 

matthew@mcsheehy.com 

 

King County Female Delegate:  

Sarajane Siegfriedt (440-5829)  sarajane3h@comcast.net 

King County Female Alternate:  

Sylvia Haven (522-3943)  sylviahaven@mac.com 

 

Sergeant at Arms:  

Barbara Whitt  (729-7410)  barbara@whitts-end.com 

 

At Large Members:  

Pat Emerson (527-1613)  patemerson2906@comcast.net 

Dean Fournier  (364-4539)  marydeanf@cs.com 

Bernadette Laqueur (525-8911)  blaqueur@comcast.net 

Justin Simmons (736-9882)   rehcana@yahoo.com 

Mark Saporito (729-0430) msaporit@earthlink.net 

 

Next Demogram Deadline:  June 25, 2008 
 

Proudly Printed by Union Labor!  

Please check our Website for all the 

latest information, meeting minutes, and 

calendars:  www.46dems.com  

 

Metropolitan Democratic Club  

Annual Meeting 
  

You are invited to attend this event at the beautiful Lake 

Washington home of Treasurer Anne Johnson in Laurelhurst  

on Sunday, June 8th from 4pm to 7pm. 

  

We hope you will join us for good food and drink, a bare 

minimum of business and a smattering of the finest (and 

briefest) political speeches in town.  Please feel free to bring 

along your family and friends. 
  

3649ð42nd Ave NE (206.525.3613) 
  

Save a Tree, Go Online 
 

An online version (in COLOR) of the  
Demogram  

is available by sending your email address to: 
 

demogram@hotmail.com 

The Corporalôs Diary 
Previews of this film were shown at the March 2007 46th 

LD Democrats meeting.  Doris Kent, mother of Iraq sol-

dier, Corporal Jonathan Santos, whoôs written and video 

journals the film is based on, gave a very moving and 

powerful program. 

The documentary won the "Most Powerful Documentary 

Award" at the Seattle True Independent Film Festival and 

the 46ths Democrats can see it at the following theaters: 

Seattle True Independent Film Festival: 

 Tuesday, June 10th 4 PM  

 Jewel Box Theatre, Rendezvous 

 2322 2nd Ave Seattle (206) 441-5823 

 Sunday, June 15th, 7PM  

 Capitol Hill Arts Center  

 1621 - 12th Ave. (12th Ave. & E. Pine St.) 

Tickets available at http://trueindependent.org/ or specifi-

cally: http://stiff.bside.com/2008/films/

corporalsdiarythe_stiff2008 

www.thecorporalsdiary.com 

http://trueindependent.org/
http://stiff.bside.com/2008/films/corporalsdiarythe_stiff2008
http://stiff.bside.com/2008/films/corporalsdiarythe_stiff2008
http://www.thecorporalsdiary.com
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In Case You Missed Ité. 
 

By Jan Ames, 1st Vice Chair 

A forum for candidates running for the two State 

Representative seats and an election to fill an open 

position on the Executive Board highlighted the May 

15 general membership meeting of the 46th District 

Democrats. 

 

Ivan Weiss, chair of the 34th Legislative District, led 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Chair Javier Valdez announced that the 7th 

Congressional District convention would be held 

Saturday, May 17, at North Seattle Community 

College.  He also went through the basic rules for the 

46th District endorsement meeting to be held June 19. 

 

PCO Coordinator Bernadette Laqueur introduced 

two new PCOs, Joe Balanof (2349) and Janice 

Jackson-Haley (2333).  Both were elected by voice 

vote.  Laqueur encouraged PCOs present that evening 

to sign up to re-file for re-election for the August 19 

primary election and also urged PCOs to pick up 

packets with walking lists and materials needed for 

the 46th voter registration campaign. 

 

Representing the committee that set up the 

candidatesô forum, Dean Fournier asked the 

candidates a series of questions. 

 

State Representative Phyllis Kenney, seeking re-

election in Position 1, answered questions on giving 

Boeing a $3B tax break to build the Dreamliner, a 

general question on tax breaks for large and profitable 

corporations, a question on how to help high school 

graduates get a post-secondary education, and a 

question on whether any areas of King County are 

eligible for Community Development funds. 

 

Gerry Pollet and Scott White, District activists who 

are running for the open seat in Position 2, were 

asked several questions.  The two answered questions 

about financing a state budget deficit, improving I-12  

education given budget constraints, health care 

reform, affordable housing and homelessness 

competing for the same resources, same sex marriage 

and DOMA, global climate change, supporting a bad 

policy that would risk losing a committee assignment, 

and supporting beneficial projects not supported by 

everyone in the district.  Also, each candidate had the 

opportunity to ask the other candidate brief questions. 

 

In addition, all three candidates answered eight yes or 

no questions on a variety of issues.  Answers for all 

three were exactly the same.  For specific questions 

and candidatesô answers, go to 46dems.com. 

 

Matthew McSheehy, PCO in Precinct 2371, was 

nominated and elected to replace Mike Thompson as 

the male alternate to the King County Democratic 

Central Committee. 

 

Although a resolution relating to the PCO-only nature 

of the nominating convention was not received in 

time for publicizing the resolution in the May 

Demogram, it was decided to consider the resolution 

proposed by Kathleen Porch (PCO in Precinct 

2353).  The resolution proposed that the 46th District 

Democrats 1) hold an endorsement meeting and vote 

using existing procedures at the June membership 

meeting; 2) not allow any 46th resources to be denied 

any endorsed candidate on the basis of a nomination 

process and make resources available equally to 

endorsed candidates based on the 46th Districtôs 

bylaws and rules; and 3) not spend any resources 

promoting or advertising any candidate on the basis 

of the PCO-only nomination vote.  After Porch spoke 

in favor of her resolution and John Webber spoke 

against the motion, the resolution was defeated 71-

63. 

 

See page 5 for Nominating Convention report. 

The membership meeting was adjourned at 9:02 p.m.  
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Reading Roundup 
 

In response to our request for our readers book recommends, Dick Lee has sug-
gested these two titles: 

 

Into the Buzzsaw : Leading Journalists Expose the Myth of a Free Press / edited by Kristina Borjesson ; fore-
word by Gore Vidal. Amherst, N.Y. : Prometheus Books, 2002.  Writing in riveting detail about their personal 
experiences with corporate efforts to kill their controversial stories and their careers, nearly two dozen print 
and TV journalists present devastating essays about the dangerous state of American journalism today. 
 

 Peter Dale Scottτ.The road to 9/11 : Wealth, Empire, and the Future of America. Berkeley : University of 
California Press, c2007.  This is an ambitious, meticulous examination of how U.S. foreign policy since the 
1960s has led to partial or total cover-ups of past domestic criminal acts, including, perhaps, the catastrophe 
of 9/11. 
 

Keep these titles coming! . 
 
 

Starring on Channel 22 
 

46th District members Steve Hadley and Jason Osgood spoke to the issue of public campaign financing for 

King County races at the King County Council Town Hall meeting on May 19th held in Shoreline. Their re-

marks in favor of voter-owned elections were well received by those attending and made a good impression on 

the Channel 22 TV viewers as well. 
 

This is democracy in action - letting our elected officials hear from the grassroots.  
 

Thank you Jason and Steve. 
 

Meet Your Board Member:  Dean Fournier 

 
 

SEEN    ON    THE    SCENE SEEN    ON    THE    SCENE   
 

by Sylvia Haven 

Dean Fournier confesses to a dark past ïas a youth 

he supported Eisenhower. But upon entering Yale 

Law School in 1960 he became a staunch Democrat 

and has been ever since. He spent 34 years in con-

sumer protection and antitrust law with the Federal 

Trade Commissionôs Seattle Office. After the Free-

dom of Information Act was enacted, he served as 

the FOIA officer and took pride in getting those 

annoying requests answered without interposing 

unwarranted secrecy. 
  

Due to redistricting both the 32nd and 46th Democrats 

have benefited from Deanôs legal expertise as he 

has worked on By-Law revisions and platforms in 

both districts. He has spent many hours organizing, 

fine tuning, and formatting our 2004 and 2008 plat-

forms; a job especially suited to his detail-oriented 

personality. Lately heôs been involved in the 

Obama campaign as a caucus delegate and in voter 

registration in Oregon last month  
  

Dean and his wife Mary, have three grown chil-

drenðone of whom lives in the 46th.  If you get up 

early enough, you can find Dean rowing 3 to 5 

mornings a week, a routine heôs followed since 

1995. 
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New PCO Training 

June 19, 2008   6:30 pm 

(prior to the General Membership Meeting) 

Olympic View Elementary School 
  

You recently became a PCO.  What are the next steps?  What should you be doing?  What is 

the calendar from now until the November election?  Join others for this quick but important 

nuts and bolts look at the next six months.   
 

Questions?  Contact Bernadette Laqueur at blaqueur@comcast.net. 

Boundary Change:  
 

At their April meeting, the Maple Leaf 
Community Council voted to annex the 

area south of Thornton Creek (between NE 104th St. 
& Thornton Creek and Roosevelt to 15th). It is now 
officially part of the Maple Leaf neighborhood. This 
area south of the creek was never officially a part of 
any neighborhood and everyone in this area consid-
ered themselves Maple Leaf residents.  

Please join Bob and friends for the  
third annual  

Ferguson Shrimp Feed!  

 

2:00 ð 4:00 pm on Saturday, June 21, 2008  

Northgate Community Center  

10510 Fifth Avenue N.E., Seattle  

 

Elect Scott White  
State Representative ~ 46th LD!  

 

Dear 46th District Democrat, 

2008 is an exciting year for our community, as we have the opportunity to elect new 

leadership to represent the children, seniors & working families in the 46th district.  

As your State Representative, I will work every day for our community and ensure 

that your voice is heard in Olympia!  I am honored to have received the sole endorse-

ment from leading environmental, education, labor and community organizations.  Please 

join our grassroots campaign to ensure that our state government remains a govern-

ment of the people, by the people, and for the peopleðnow and for future generations! 

I ask for your endorsement and your vote in the 46th LD! 
 

 

  

Selected Endorsements:  

V Washington Conservation Voters (WCV) ð  Sole Endorsement 

V Washington State Labor Council AFL-CIO ð Sole Endorsement 

V Young Democrats of Washington ð Sole Endorsement 

V Allied Arts of Seattle ð Sole Endorsement 

 

For more information and list of endorsements, go to:  www.scottwhite.com 

Paid for by People for Scott White ~ PO Box 25313, Seattle, WA  98165-2213 

Scott and Alison with  

Barrett and Claire. 

mailto:blaqueur@comcast.net
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Get Out The Vote: 
The Washington State Neighborhood Challenge 

 

Over 250,000 Democrats attended their neighborhood precinct caucuses on February 9, 2008, one of the largest cau-

cus turnouts in the country. However, to guarantee a Democratic win in the White House, for our own Washington 

State governor, and for many other State and local officials, we need to ensure that every Democrat in Washington 

State 1) is registered and 2) votes in the August 19 primary and November 4 general election. The State Party has 

initiated the Neighborhood Challenge to help us accomplish this goal. 
 

Surprisingly, only 63-75% of Washington residents are registered to voteðthe remaining unregistered voters offer a 

significant opportunity to increase our ranks. In the 46th LD, we have committed to add 5,000 new voter registrants 

before November. We believe we can increase our total Democratic votes across the state by 100,000. 
 

WE NEED YOU! 
 

Please help us canvass your neighborhoods for new voter registrants and in get-out-the-vote efforts. If you can help, 

please contact 46th LD members Kathryn Lewis at kathryn@kathrynelewis.com, Tim Keller at                              

timothykeller@mac.com, or Peter Shapiro at j.p.shapiro@comcast.net, you can find more information on the 

Neighborhood Challenge at the www.46dems.com website. 

 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES  
 

 Saturday, June 7th: 46th LD Precinct Canvass Event, 10am to noon 
 

 Saturday, June 28th: 46th LD Precinct Canvass Event, 10am to noon 
 
 

More In Case You Missed Ité. 
 

By Jan Ames, 1st Vice Chair 

Nominating Convention 
 

The nominating convention was called to order at 

9:05 p.m.  Chair  Javier Valdez explained that the 

State Committee Executive Committee vote for a 

PCO-only nominating convention was 17-1, with 

Valdez the sole ñnoò vote in that decision.  He 

favored a more inclusive process. 
 

House Position #2:  

Representative Phyllis Kenney was nominated by 

Jamie Clausen.  The nomination was seconded, and 

Representative Kenney was nominated by 

acclamation.  
 

House Position #1: 

Scott White was nominated and seconded. 

Gerry Pollet was nominated and seconded. 
 

Representative Kenney, Chad Lupkes, Chuck 

Sloane, and Jan Ames spoke in favor of White, who 

also spoke on his behalf. 
 

King County Council Member Bob Ferguson and 

Betty Means encouraged PCOs to vote for Pollet,  
 

 

 

 

who also spoke on his behalf. 
 

Chair Valdez ruled that as long as PCOs had signed 

in under their precinct number, then the ballots did 

not need to be signed. 
 

While the tally committee was counting votes, several 

judicial candidates were introduced and spoke briefly: 

Barbara Mack KC Superior Court, position 37 

Suzanne Parisien KC Superior Court, position 1 

Tim Bradshaw KC Superior Court, position 1 

Regina Cahan KC Superior Court, position 10 

Michael Bond  WA Supreme Court, position 3 
 

The announced results in the Position #1 race are: 

 Pollet,   329 - White.   326 
 

Pollet announced that he would support all endorsed 

candidates on the sample ballot and that he would 

share resources with White. 
 

Passing the hat collection totaled more than $300. 

As always, read more details in Secretary Stan 

Sorscherôs minutes at 46dems.com   

mailto:kathryn@kathrynelewis.com
mailto:timothykeller@mac.com
mailto:j.p.shapiro@comcast.net
http://www.46dems.com/
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Show Your Commitment to the 46
th

 District Democrats. 

Please take a moment to look at your name as itôs printed on this newsletterôs Address Label. If ñ2008ò appears after your name, 

Congratulations and Many Thanks!  Youôre a dues-paying member of the 46th Legislative District Democrats.   If ñ2008ò does  

not appear, we hope you will mail us your dues right away.   Make checks payable to ñ46th District Democratsò & mail to PO Box 

15435, Seattle, WA 98115-0435. 

 
 

NAME___________________________________________ 

ADDRESS_______________________________________ 

CITY___________________   ZIP_____________________ 

HOME PHONE___________________________________ 

WORK PHONE___________________________________ 

E-MAIL__________________________________________ 

Ǐ  YES!  Please send me an email when the newsletter is ready 

for online reading. (PS online, itôs in COLOR!)  

Ǐ   $500 ñBenefactorò 

Ǐ   $100 ñ4600 Clubò 

Ǐ   $46 Friend of the 

46th  

Ǐ   $35 Couple/Family 

Ǐ   $25 Individual 

Ǐ   $5 Student/Retired/Fixed Income 

Gerry is proudly endorsed by:  

¶ AFT-WA, AFL-CIO  

 (American Federation of Teachers) 
 Sole endorsement 

¶ Lisa Macfarlane, Co-Founder and President, 

 League of Education Voters*  
 (for ID purposes only) 

¶ And scores of Teachers, School Staff, 

 Principals, school bus drivers, and  
 PTA members 
They know that with Gerry as our legislator in 
Olympia, we will have a strong and effective  
advocate for education. 

Paid for by Gerry Pollet for State Representative  
www.gerrypolletforstaterep.org 

When elected, 
Gerry will be the 

only legislator 
with children in, 

and actively  
volunteering in,  
Seattle Public 

Schools. 

To all the 46th District Democrats, 
 

 Thank you for your support and encouragement. 
 

My campaign is about Issues and Solutions.  
 

I have been active for many years in our North Seattle schools and working for 
levies, organizing for initiatives to lower class sizes, increasing teacher pay and allow 
levies to pass with a simple majority. My children attend Bryant Elementary (Eckstein in 
the fall) and Roosevelt High School.  

 

We owe it to our children to improve our stateôs educational system.  I will work to: 

¶ Remove the WASL as a high stakes test and graduation requirement 

 Letôs give teachers diagnostic tools they can actually use. 

¶ Fund Pre-K learning options for children so they are ready to enter school 

¶ Fund full day Kindergarten for all kids 

¶ Provide incentives to encourage and keep teachers teaching 

¶ Reduce class sizes at all grades 

¶ Fund the math and science that children need to succeed 

¶ Lower tuition rates and increase slots at our four and two year colleges 

¶ Fund education as the first building block in our stateôs budget along with our obli-
gation to foster children 

 

I hope to see you at the Endorsement Meeting June 19th.  I ask for your support.  

 Gerry  
 


