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lessly in helping the 46th in making sure we do our 

part in turning out the Democratic vote in November.  

A strong Democratic turnout from the 46th means 

great margins in electing Barack Obama and re-

electing Governor Christine Gregoire.  Of course, 

Noah can also use more help.  Please contact him at 

noah@wa-democrats.org or by phone at 

either his office (206) 903-0172  or cell 

(206) 293-7407 

 

 

More Endorsements at Our August 

Meeting 

 

Our August meeting will consist of our 

second round of endorsements.  We will 

be considering the statewide and local 

ballot issues that we know will be on the 

ballot in November.  Additionally, if any race in the 

general election does not have one of our endorsed 

candidates left on the ballot because they failed to 

make it to the general election, then we will also re-

consider that race as well this month. 

Next Membership Meeting : 

Olympic View Elementary  

Thursday, August  21st  

7:00 PM  Social  

7:30 PM  Mtg Begins  

A Busy Summer - But Still Much More to Do 

 

I hope youôve enjoyed the summer.  Lotôs has been 

happening since our last meeting in June.  Our state-

wide and local campaigns have been busily gearing up 

for the upcoming primary on August 19th.  Our 46th 

PCOôs, under Bernadette Laqueurôs leader-

ship, have been busily walking their pre-

cincts to ensure our Democratic voters turn-

out for the Primary election.  It hasnôt 

stopped there.  Noah Burgher, our liaison 

with the coordinated campaign, continues to 

work hard assisting us in getting ready for 

the November election.  And thanks to 

Paula and Brian King, the 46th District De-

mocrats had a booth at this yearôs Lake City 

Pioneer Days.  Of course, weôre not done 

yet.  Look for activities coming in August, September, 

and October as we gear up for Democratic victories in 

November. 

 

As I mentioned, the 46th District coordinated cam-

paignôs liaison Noah Berger has been working tire-
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46th District Executive Board Members  
 

Chair:   

Javier Valdez (548-9510)  airjav@msn.com 

 

First Vice Chair:  

Jan Ames (525-7387)  janames@nwlink.com 

 

Vice Chair (Membership):  

Betty Means (523-5702)  bmeans56@comcast.net 

 

Vice Chair (Program):  

Gerry Pollet (528-0078)  gerry-pollet@msn.com 

 

Secretary:  

Stan Sorscher (522-7660)  sorscher@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer:  

Donna Boysen (816-2857)  dmboysen@hotmail.com 

 

State Committee Man:  

John Webber (365-0741)  john.p.webber@comcast.net 

State Committee Woman:  

Janet Miller (528-0078)  gerry-pollet@msn.com 

 

King County Male Delegate:  

Chad Lupkes  (440-1592)  chadlupkes@gmail.com 

King County Male Delegate Alternate:  

Matthew McSheehy 

matthew@mcsheehy.com 

 

King County Female Delegate:  

Sarajane Siegfriedt (440-5829)  sarajane3h@comcast.net 

King County Female Alternate:  

Sylvia Haven (522-3943)  sylviahaven@mac.com 

 

Sergeant at Arms:  

Barbara Whitt  (729-7410)  barbara@whitts-end.com 

 

At Large Members:  

Pat Emerson (527-1613)  patemerson2906@comcast.net 

Dean Fournier  (364-4539)  marydeanf@cs.com 

Bernadette Laqueur (525-8911)  blaqueur@comcast.net 

Justin Simmons (736-9882)   rehcana@yahoo.com 

Mark Saporito (729-0430) msaporit@earthlink.net 

 

Next Demogram Deadline:  August  28, 2008 
 

Proudly Printed by Union Labor!  

Please check our Website for all the 

latest information, meeting minutes, and 

calendars:  www.46dems.com  

 

Save a Tree, Go Online 
 

An online version (in COLOR) of the  
Demogram  

is available by sending your email address to: 
 

demogram@hotmail.com 

 

The World Wide Web is getting Local  
 

Technology can only take us where our imaginations 

allow.  It doesn't take as much skill as it does determi-

nation and a desire to explore.  When Scott decided to 

update his Facebook account with a copy of the latest 

online video from Gov. Christine Gregoire's campaign, 

I realized there was more where that came from.  And 

when I saw that Jason had posted a copy of his speech 

from the State Convention, which was only available on 

TVW, I knew where to find them.  You can see the re-

sults on the 2008 Candidates and Campaign page. 

http://46dems.com/2008/races.php 

Enjoy!  And if you find more video or other types of 

content that you would like to see on YOUR District 

Democratic Organization website, please let me know. 
 

Chad Lupkes chadlupkes@gmail.com  

 

A special Thank You to Sylvia    

Haven for graciously hosting our 

Get-Out-The-Vote activities from her 

home in Seattle.  Your efforts are 

greatly appreciated! 

 

From your 46th District Democrats 

friends and neighbors. 

http://46dems.com/2008/races.php


 

3 

In Case You Missed Ité. 
 

By Jan Ames, 1st Vice Chair 

At its June meeting the 46th District Democrats endorsed 

candidates for Congressional, state, legislative district, and 

county offices, completing another step in the Districtôs 

efforts to elect progressive Democrats in the upcoming 

elections.  The endorsements will be publicized in the 

Districtôs sample ballots, which were picked up by Precinct 

Committee Officers at the end of July to be distributed to 

voters in the Districtôs 212 precincts. 
 

Chair Javier Valdez opened the meeting by urging unity in 

the coming primary and general elections.  He mentioned that 

the following seven people from the 46th District will be 

delegates to the Democratic national convention in Denver 

August 25-28: Gaurab Bansal, Jayron Finan, Antonia 

Gonzalez, David McDonald (Democratic National 

Committee Member), Didi Saluja, Shanna Sawatzki, and 

Elizabeth Willmott . 
 

Valdez reported on issues encountered regarding the recent 

nominating convention to pick a nominee from the two 

candidates, Gerry Pollet and Scott White, running for the 

open legislative seat, Position 1, in the 46th District.  After 

questions were raised concerning the accuracy of the vote 

count as counted by the Tally Committee in the nomination 

election, State Chair Dwight Pelz and the two candidates 

agreed on a resolution:  1) Pollet would remain the nominee 

of the 46th District organization, but 2) the membership 

would be encouraged to make a dual endorsement of Pollet 

and White. 
 

PCO Coordinator Bernadette Laqueur introduced new 

PCOs Margy Heldring , Nick Provo, and Alayna Setter, 

who were then approved by acclamation.  She announced that 

sample ballots and campaign literature can be picked up at 

Sylvia Havenôs garage at 10418 12th Avenue NE on July 26, 

27, and 28.  She also introduced Noah Burgher, who is 

working on the Coordinated Campaign and is willing to 

arrange for volunteers to help PCOs walk their precincts. 
 

The rules for endorsements were adopted after Valdez 

reviewed the rules. 
 

The following unopposed candidates were endorsed as a 

block: 
 

 U.S. Congress, District 1  Jay Inslee 

 Governor  Christine Gregoire 

 Secretary of State Jason Osgood 

 State Auditor  Brian Sonntag 

 Attorney General John Ladenburg 

 Commissioner of Public Lands Peter Goldmark 

 Insurance Commissioner  Mike Kreidler  

 46th House of Representatives, Position 2 

     Phyllis Kenney 
 State Supreme Court, Position 4 Charles Johnson 

 State Supreme Court, Position 7 Debra Stephens 

 King County Superior Court, Position 26 

    Laura Gene Middaugh 
 

The open seat in the 46th District, Position 1, was considered 

next.  District activists Scott White and Gerry Pollet were 

nominated and seconded.  White spoke on his own behalf, 

and Nora van Doren gave a seconding speech for him.  

Jayron Finan and Jason Osgood spoke in support of Pollet.  

Neither candidate received a two-thirds vote on the first 

ballot.  A motion to suspend the rules and call for a dual 

endorsement was passed.  The motion for a dual endorsement 

then was passed by a show of credentials, after which each 

candidate thanked his supporters. 
 

Various candidates in contested races were nominated and 

endorsed as follows: 

 U.S. Congress, District 7 Jim McDermott  

 State Treasurer  Jim McIntire  

 Superintendent of Public Instruction 

    Randy Dorn 
 State Supreme Court, Position 3 

    Mary Fairhurst   
 King County Superior Court, Position 1 

    Susan Amini 
 King County Superior Court, Position 10 

    Regina Cahan 
 King County Superior Court, Position 22 

    Rebecca Graham 
 King County Superior Court, Position 37 

    Barbara Mack 
 King County Superior Court, Position 53 

    Marianne Spearman 
Donovan Rivers, running for U.S. Congress in District 7, 

spoke briefly, as did Nic Corning, running for King County 

Superior Court, Position 37. 
 

After endorsements were completed, Treasurer Donna 

Boysen reported that the 46th District is in a healthy financial 

condition. 
 

No general meeting will be held in July, although a special 

meeting to complete the platform will be held July 26 at the 

Olympic View Church at 9:30 a.m. 
 

If you are interested in more details about the endorsements, 

read Secretary Stan Sorscherôs minutes on the 46th website 

at 46dems.com 
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Meet our Denver Delegates! 

   Gaurab Bansal  
 

Gaurab taught school in Houstonôs public schools through the Teach For America program before be-
coming an attorney in Seattle. He has been working on the Obama campaign since March 2007 and 
also volunteers on the Obama campaign's Northwest Finance Committee and with local voter protection 
programs.  In addition to that he assists in organizing young people within the Puget Sound South Asian 
community. 
 

Jayron Finan  
 

Jayron teaches first grade and is a brand new participant in politics. Her inspiration came from watching 
Barack Obamaôs speech at the 2004 Democratic Convention. She has provided leadership for the 
Obama campaign in the 46th District. She has an impelling motive for her efforts; her husband was de-
ployed in Mosul, Iraq and Jayronôs family is from Iran. 
 

Antonia Gonzalez  
 

As the child of immigrant parents from Mexico, Antonia worked in the fields until she graduated from 
high school. She comes from a family of dedicated Democrats and chooses to express her politics by 
working behind the scenes in registering and educating Hispanics on the importance of being involved. 
Her focus is as an advocate for Natives, Hispanics and Palestinians ï all related to occupation. 

David McDonald  
 

David has long been prominent in local, state and national Democratic organizations. He has been our 
resident authority on rules and procedures and is our stateôs male delegate to the Democratic National 
Committee. He was recently seen on C-Span where he spoke eloquently during the debate on delegate 
seating. 
 

Didi Manhas Saluja  
 

Didi is a lifelong Democrat  and a member of the South Asian community. She and her husband Sunil 
are involved in campaigning for Obama in the 46th District. Concern for her childrenôs and the nationôs 
future is her driving motivation.   
 

Shanna Sawatzki  
 

Shanna comes to us from the 36th District. She also was inspired by Barackôs 2004 Convention speech 
which she heard from the floor where her husband was a Dean Delegate. She is part of the Obama 
team headed by Jayron, Gaurab and Chad Lupkes. 
 

Elizabeth Wilmott  
 

Originally from the Boston area, Elizabeth Willmott became an environmental and social activist at a 
young age. Her commitment to environmental justice and progressive politics brought her to Harvard's 
Kennedy School of Government, where she completed a master's in public policy in 2003. Elizabeth is 
currently the climate change program coordinator for King County, and she was the 46th Legislative 
District organizer for the Clinton campaign.  
 
We look forward to hearing from our dedicated delegates when they return from Denver and wish them 
a fruitful experience with fun and adventure added for good measure.  

SEEN    ON    THE    SCENE SEEN    ON    THE    SCENE   
 

by Sylvia Haven 
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Elect Scott White  
As OUR State Representative!  

 

Dear 46th District Democrat, 
 

2008 is an exciting year for our community, as we have the opportu-

nity to elect new leadership to represent the children, seniors & work-

ing families in the 46th district.  I have spent many years working as a 

professional, as a community leader and as a grassroots activist to make 

our region a great place to live, work and play.  As your State Repre-

sentative, I will be your voice and champion for: 
 

Education:  I will fight to fully fund K-12 education, all day Kinder-

garten, lower class sizes and increase teacher pay.  I am honored to 

have received the sole endorsement from the Washington Educa-

tion Associationðour public school teachers! 
 

Saving Puget Sound and Fighting Global Warming:  I will spon-

sor legislation to fund the Puget Sound Partnership, to block the 

proposed gravel mine on Maury Island and to make Washington a 

world leader in addressing climate change.  I am honored to have 

received the sole endorsement from both the Sierra Club and the 

Washington Conservation Votersðour stateôs leading environmental advocacy organizations! 
 

Fighting for Working Families:  I will fight for progressive tax reforms to reduce the tax burden on working 

families and to make sure that corporations are paying the full cost of doing business in our state.  I am hon-

ored to have received the sole endorsement from the Washington State Labor Council and many local unions, 

representing over 500,000 workers and 500 unions in our state! 
 

Campaign Finance Reform:  I will sponsor legislation to create a Citizensô Election Fund to finance campaigns 
for state office in an effort to remove barriers to our electoral system.  As the only candidate in this race who 

has gone to Olympia to fight for publicly financed elections, I know what it will take to get us there.  I am hon-

ored to be endorsed by Craig Salins of WA Clean Elections and many friends in the clean elections movement! 
 

Health Care Reform:  I will work for real solutions to ensure that every person in our state has access to quality 

and affordable healthcare.  I am honored to have received the sole endorsement from the thousands of nurses 

and health care providers in the 46th LD and throughout Washington of SEIU 1199 and SEIU 775NW for my 

commitment to solving our health care crisis. 
 

This is what I stand for and these are the progressive organizations who are supporting my campaign!   
 

   I ask for your vote in the primary election Aug 19!   Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, visit:  www.scottwhite.com  or call  310-7970 

Paid for by People for Scott White, PO Box 25313, Seattle, WA 98165 

Remember to vote 

in the Primary 

Aug 19th!  
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Pat Emerson comes to the Executive Board with a 
colorful background. Finishing her B.A. in Political 
Science and Language she had hopes of joining the 
Foreign Service only to discover that it was closed to 
women. Returning WWII servicemen were given 
exclusive access to those jobs.  After teaching in 
Wyoming and Ohio she married Dick Emerson who 
was in the 10th Mountain Division. This led to a life-
time of mountaineering and outdoor adventures. To-
gether they spent a year trekking in Pakistan and 
later they organized climbing expeditions in the area. 
Returning to Seattle Pat got a graduate degree in 
South Asian studies and began her years of research 
and teaching in Pakistan. Her latest trip was in 1991 
where she worked with AID developing literacy pro-
grams for girls. 
 
Between these adventures Pat found time for family 
and politics. She was chair of the Metropolitan De-
mocratic Club for seven years and also served as 
president of the Seattle League of Women Voters. 

Now Pat is widowed but finds enjoyment with her 
daughter Leslie and her grandchildren whom she 
shares with former Congressman Morris Udall: a re-
sult of her daughters marrying his son Randy. 
 
Pat is proud that she has voted for a Democrat in 
every presidential election since voting for Harry S. 
Truman in1948. 

Platform and Resolutions 

Many of you will remember that, in the midst of an 

exciting contest between supporters of our two ac-

tively competing Presidential candidates at the Dis-

trictôs April 5 Caucus at Ingraham High School, only 

part of our draft platform was acted on before we split 

into subcaucuses for election of Clinton and Obama 

delegates to the next level.  Because we never recon-

vened the caucus as a whole, we did not reach finality 

on the rest of the platform proposed by our Platform & 

Resolutions Committee.  Our Executive Board agreed 

that this failure should be rectified as soon as feasible, 

and a Special Meeting of the District was called for 

Saturday, July 26.  All delegates and alternates to the 

April 5 caucus were invited, as were our regular LD 

members and PCOs regardless of whether they had 

been delegates to the April 5 caucus. 

 

The good news is that an earnest group of our District 

Democrats, committed to finalizing a coherent state-

ment of our policies and values, met that Saturday 

morning and, after 2 ½ hours of vigorous and produc-

tive discussion, completed work on the platform ï 

making some twelve amendments to the document as 

weôd left it on April 5.  For good measure, they went 

on to adopt nine of the resolutions previously recom-

mended by the Platform & Resolutions Committee:  

Voter-Owned Elections, Comprehensive National 

Heath Insurance, Closure of Torture Facilities, Fund-

ing of the Iraq Occupation and Other Military Endeav-

ors, Election Integrity, Nuclear Terrorism, Climate 

Crisis, Racial Profiling, and Department of Peace and 

Nonviolence.   

 

Both the platform and the adopted resolutions ï in full 

text -- are now posted on our website 

(www.46dems.com), and we hope to be able to hold 

our elected officials accountable to the principles 

stated there.  Many thanks to those devoted partici-

pants who took time out on a Saturday morning to 

bring this effort to fruition! 

Meet Your Board Member:  Pat Emerson  

http://www.46dems.com/

