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Holiday Party 

As is our normal custom, there will be no membership meeting in 

December.  Our annual Holiday Party will take place on Satur-

day, December 13th, from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m., at the home of Rod 

Dembowski and Lynna Song.  Their address 6538 - 48th Ave. 

NE.  As usual, we promise to have a great array of favorite dishes 

made by our 46th District members and chefs, and a variety of 

silent auction items. 

Reorganization Meetings 

The time to elect the leadership and officers of 

both the King County Democrats and our 46th 

District is here.  These reorganization meetings 

are held every two years.  Although almost any-

one can run for the leadership positions, some 

offices can only be voted on by  PCOôs elected in 

the August primary. 

The King County Democratsô reorganization 

meeting will take place on Saturday, Dec. 6th at 

9:00 a.m. at either the Machinistôs Hall in South 

Park or the Seattle Hilton in downtown Seattle.  Look to our 

website for the confirmed location once the details are finalized 

by the County. 

Our 46th District reorganization will be Thursday, January 15, 

2009, at Olympic View School, with our normal socializing at 

7:00 p.m., and the meeting being called-to-order at 7:30 p.m.  We 

will be electing our 2009-2010 executive board, including a new 

District Chair. 

Next Membership Meeting : 

Olympic View Elementary  

Thursday, November 20th  

7:00 PM  Social  

7:30 PM  Mtg Begins  

We Made It - The Election is Finally Over! 
 

As I write this article, itôs less than one week to go before the 

November 4th general election and by the time this Demogram 

reaches your mailbox, Iôm hoping all the polls and pundits were 

correct - that our country made history by electing Barack 

Obama as the next President of the United States.  No more cor-

ruption and go-it-alone arrogance that has harmed our country 

over the past 8 years because of President Bushôs 

and Vice President Cheneyôs misguided policies. 

Our District organization ran an unprecedented gen-

eral election GOTV activities over the past several 

weeks that saw every precinct in our District get 

walked and canvassed, including distributing over 

100,000 pieces of Democratic literature and our Dis-

trict Sample Ballot.  But I want to give credit to three 

individuals who organized our GOTV activities:  

Bernadette Laqueur, Kathryn Lewis, and Noah 

Burgher.  Thank you for ensuring Democratic victo-

ries here in the 46th and throughout the state.  You 

are all amazing people!  I, and the 46th District De-

mocrats, thank you for all that youôve done! 

November Meeting 

Our November membership meeting will consist of discussing 

both the upcoming King County and City of Seattle budget is-

sues and upcoming decisions.  We have invited members of both 

the County and City Councils to share with us the current status 

of each of their budgets and what cuts are going to be made. 
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Next General Membership Meeting  
 

Thursday, November  20th  
Olympic View Elem. School ~ NE 95th St. & 8th Ave. NE  

 

Program:  
 

Members of both the King County Council and Seattle City 

Council to Discuss the Current Budget Issues/Cutbacks  

46th Legislative District Democrats  
www.46DEMS.com  

November/Dec. 2008  
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46th District Executive Board Members  
 

Chair:   

Javier Valdez (548-9510)  airjav@msn.com 

 

First Vice Chair:  

Jan Ames (525-7387)  janames@nwlink.com 

 

Vice Chair (Membership):  

Betty Means (523-5702)  bmeans56@comcast.net 

 

Vice Chair (Program):  

Gerry Pollet (528-0078)  gerry-pollet@msn.com 

 

Secretary:  

Stan Sorscher (522-7660)  sorscher@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer:  

Donna Boysen (820-2857)  dmboysen@hotmail.com 

 

State Committee Man:  

John Webber (365-0741)  john.p.webber@comcast.net 

State Committee Woman:  

Janet Miller (528-0078)  gerry-pollet@msn.com 

 

King County Male Delegate:  

Chad Lupkes  (440-1592)  chadlupkes@gmail.com 

King County Male Delegate Alternate:  

Matthew McSheehy 

matthew@mcsheehy.com 

 

King County Female Delegate:  

Sarajane Siegfriedt (440-5829)  sarajane3h@comcast.net 

King County Female Alternate:  

Sylvia Haven (522-3943)  sylviahaven@mac.com 

 

Sergeant at Arms:  

Barbara Whitt  (729-7410)  barbara@whitts-end.com 

 

At Large Members:  

Pat Emerson (527-2013)  patemerson2906@comcast.net 

Dean Fournier  (364-4539)  marydeanf@cs.com 

Bernadette Laqueur (525-8911)  blaqueur@comcast.net 

Justin Simmons (736-9882)   rehcana@yahoo.com 

Mark Saporito (729-0430) msaporit@earthlink.net 

 

Next Demogram Deadline: December 27, 2008 
 

Proudly Printed by Union Labor!  

Please check our Website for all the 

latest information, meeting minutes, and 

calendars:  www.46dems.com  

  
we are trying something new!  

(Gee, Surprise!)  

We are going to try a new software package to 

allow us to send emails out to large mailing lists.  

This is for announcements only, and weõre going 

to try this free service we look at trying to find 

something we have to pay for.  Please go to:  

http://46dems.com/phplist/  

And sign up for our newsletter and announce-

ments.  If you have any trouble, or if you have 

something that you feel needs to be on our web-

site, please email me:  

Chad Lupkes chadlupkes@gmail.com. 

 

The New Social Networking  
 

Plaxo started out as a contact information manager.  It 

allows me to update my address if I move, and for you 

to see those changes in your list immediately, without 

you having to do anything.  They added Pulse to help 

people keep in touch with what members of their net-

work are doing on the web, either pictures posted to 

Flickr or blogs posted to any number of places.  It's a 

good source of information on what people are doing, 

but it's really random. 
 

LinkedIn is business network manager, allowing you 

to "connect" with people you work(ed) with and 

other networks.  If you're looking for a job, they can 

help.  If someone is looking for a contact in a particu-

lar organization, you can search for that org's name 

and see how your network can get you in touch with 

that person. 
 

Social networking tools like this are tools that we can 

use to build, and rebuild, the sense of community and 

connections that have been lost to our civilization 

thanks to the individualist mantra that says we are 

kings and queens in our castles instead of members of 

the neighborhood.  The Internet can be as local as it 

can be global, and this is the proof.  

http://46dems.com/2008/races.php
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In Case You Missed Ité. 
 

By Jan Ames, 1st Vice Chair 

A festive atmosphere and rousing talks by elected 

officials, delegates to the Democratic National 

Convention, and 46th District organizers energized 

attendees at the October general membership meeting 

to get out and work to win in the upcoming election. 
 

King County Executive Ron Sims exhorted the 

large crowd to work for candidates who will fight for 

progressive values.  He said he does not want to be 

kept awake at night worrying about conservative 

Supreme Court justices and womensô right to 

choose.  He encouraged voters to go down the ballot 

and vote in all races. 
 

Speaker of the House Frank Chopp complimented 

the 46th on sending great legislators to Olympia, 

legislators like Phyllis Kenney, who have made 

numerous accomplishments possible in 

Olympia.  Chopp handed out a handbook called One 

Washington, which lists accomplishments of the last 

legislature.  Both Sims and Chopp encouraged people 

to get out and work for Governor Chris Gregoire. 
 

46th organizers Bernadette Lacqueur and Kathryn 

Lewis recognized the 46th District national 

convention delegates and the 16 area organizers in the 

46th District.   Delegates Gaurab Bansal, Jayron 

Finan, Antonia Gonzalez, David McDonald 

(Washingtonôs Democratic National Committeeman), 

Didi Saluja, Shanna Sawatzki, and Elizabeth 

Willmott  shared a slide show of their experience. 
 

Combined Campaign organizer Noah Burgher 
encouraged people to volunteer to canvass and make 

phone calls to registered voters.  Absentee ballots had 

been mailed out that day, with only 20 days 

remaining before the election.  Polling places will be 

monitored on election day.  Burgher stressed that 

change will not come if we wait for someone else.  
 

The group recessed for 15 minutes so that everyone 

could sign the sign-up sheets for volunteer work 

during the next 20 days and on election day. Those 

present were urged to take November 4 off, if 

possible, in order to help canvass and phone voters 

who have not voted, monitor polls, and wave 

signs.  A full day shift goes from 7:30 am. to 8 pm. 

After the meeting was reconvened, a resolution 

opposing the campaign tactics of the Building 

Industry Association of Washington (BIAW) was 

considered.  It was noted that Attorney General Rob 

McKenna had received at least $400,000 from the 

BIAW in support of his campaign.  The resolution 

was amended to include wording to call on the 

Attorney General to appoint an independent council 

to investigate and pursue legal action against the 

BIAW.  The resolution was passed 50 to 0, with 1 

abstention. 
 

A second resolution objecting to Democratic 

candidates taking campaign contributions from the 

BIAW was discussed.  46th District legislative 

candidate Gerry Pollet spoke in favor of the motion, 

while opponent Scott White spoke against the 

resolution.  The issue centered around whether or not 

the Master Builders Association of King and 

Snohomish Counties is a separate entity or an arm or 

front group of the BIAW.  The motion was defeated 

33 to 23. 
 

A third resolution to oppose Seattleôs proposed two-

way Mercer Project was explained by City Council 

Chair Nick Licata .  Rather than having the $43 

million allocated to the project to benefit just a few 

blocks of South Lake Union, Licata would prefer to 

see the money spent on citywide improvements.  The 

motion was passed 43-0.  
 

Resolution to Stop the Bubble, Bust and Bailout 

Cycle.  A resolution that rejects the Paulson plan and 

enacts a plan containing several principles, was 

discussed.  The motion passed 15-11, with four 

abstentions. 
 

It was announced that Vice-Presidential Candidate 

Joe Biden would be in Tacoma on October 19 at a 

free event at Cheney Stadium. 

 

An announcement was made that Bea Schott, long-

time Democratic activist, had died recently.  She will 

be remembered at the next meeting. 
 

Minutes for the meeting were taken by substitute 

Secretary Sarajane Siegfriedt.  
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46th LD Members in and about the Community 

 

DEMS CAN HELP THE HUNGRY 
 

Demand is up and supply is down at North End food banks.  You can help.  Bring a non-perishable 
food item to the next meeting of the 46th District Democrats, and the next, and the next. Weõd like 
this to be a regular thing whenever you attend. The economic crisis and the hardships so many now 
face will not be going away any time soon. 
 

If you would like to help with logistics, transportation, etc., contact Virginia Rankin at 206-525-6436 
 

 
 

A Brand New Democrat -  Born October 2, 2:57am in Seattle  
 

Cash Warren Jones  
10 pounds 3 oz  
22.5 inches long  
 

Celebrate this beautiful new life with a 25 dollar donation to Obama in 
his name! He came in under the Bush administration but we hope to have 
someone with some decency at the helm so we can spend more time worrying 
about him and less time worrying about our government.  If you make a do-
nation email me ( Warrazapha@gmail.com) and I will send you a picture of 
our new boy!  
 

Warren, Sacha and Cash. 

 

Please feed any interesting tidbits of our members and their doings to Sylvia Haven at 

SEEN    ON    THE    SCENE SEEN    ON    THE    SCENE   
 

by Sylvia Haven 

M eet Your Board Member:   

John Webber  
 

J 
ohnôs political awakening occurred during his engineering studies at U.C. Berkeley in the 60ôs.  It was during the 

notorious doings House Un-American Activities Committee that John became aware of the deep injustices they 

represented and felt moved to respond. When he came to Seattle his first political involvement was to join the cam-

paign of Alice Franklin Bryant, a dedicated peace candidate who ran against 

Scoop Jackson. His 41 year membership in the ACLU is an indication of his lifelong 

concerns. 

 

In the 80ôs John became a PCO in the 46th and for the last eight years has been our 

male delegate to the Democratic State Committee. 

 

Last July John retired from his aerospace engineering career at Boeing. Now he has 

time to pursue his interests which include bird watching with his friend Suzanne and 

attending the Seattle Opera where he has been a subscriber for 15 years. 

 

John resides in the Jackson Park area where he is a home owner and property tax 

payer. 

mailto:Warrazapha@gmail.com
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Thank you to PCOs and to the hundreds of
volunteers who participated in this entire
election process.  From the caucuses to voter
registration to the primary and the general
election, this was your election.  Our challenge
going forward will be to keep the interest alive,
keep our elected officials accountable and keep
the faith that together we can make a
difference.

Thank you.

Bernadette Laqueur
PCO Coordinator
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GOTV Rally 

Enthusiastic Members 

And 

Volun-

teers 

Bernadette cracking the whip! 

Washington Wheatons 
Hail Obama Fund �tRaiser 
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