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I get asked a lot what‘s next for me and any future political plans?  

Hard to say.  I‘ll continue to serve as the State Committeeman for 

the King County Democrats, a position I‘ve held for eight years 

now.  I do plan to run for an at-large position on the 46th Execu-

tive Board at the reorganization and will do what I can to help our 

newly elected Chair and Executive Board.  And of course, I con-

tinue to volunteer and serve the Latino community wherever I‘m 

needed and still doing my best to see my mom in 

Moses Lake. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you and the 

Party. 
 

Endorsement of the King County Elections Di-

rector at Januaryôs Meeting 
 

In addition to electing new officers and adopting 

the bylaws, we will also be considering an en-

dorsement of the candidates for the newly created 

King County Elections Director.  All PCO‘s and 

all 2008 dues-paying members will be able to vote 

on this endorsement.  We will also adopt our en-

dorsement procedures so we can consider this position for an en-

dorsement.  The procedures will resemble the 2008 procedures, 
and then later in the year, our new Chair will appoint a committee 

to review the procedures more thoroughly and make any suggested 

revisions. 
 

A Successful Holiday Party 
 

On Saturday, December 13th, we had a fantastic turnout for our 

annual Holiday Party.  Special thanks to Rod Dembowski and 

Lynna Song for hosting us at their home.  We raised over $4,500 
at the Party - a Holiday Party fundraising record for us! 

Next Membership Meeting : 

Olympic View Elementary  

Thursday, January 15th  

7:00 PM  Social  

7:30 PM  Mtg Begins  

OFFICIAL CALL 
 

46th District Democratsô Reorganization Meeting 
 

This Demogram serves as your official call to the 46th District 

Democrats‘ Reorganization meeting on Thursday, January 15th.  

Every odd-numbered year in January (and the year immediately 

following redistricting) County and Legislative Districts must 

meet to adopt their bylaws and elect new officers for 

their organization.  So we will be adopting our 2009-

2010 bylaws, with a committee being named after the 

meeting to thoroughly review the bylaws and recom-

mend any changes in a few months, and we will be 

electing new officers. 
 

So for me, this marks my last column as your Chair.  

When I agreed to take over the Chair position in 

2007, never did I imagine the kind of year 2008 

would be and the amount of work we had to do in the 
46th to do our job and get Democrats elected and 

turnout our Democratic voters.  I had previously been 

Chair of the 43rd District from 1997-2002, where I 

built our membership to almost 1,000 members and a 

budget of $30,000.  While our membership in 2008 was an all-

time high of also almost 1,000 members, I‘m very proud to have 

raised our budget here in the 46th LD to $60,000 in 2008.  It cer-

tainly helps to have a great Democratic year and an inspiring in-

coming President in Barack Obama that contributed to our suc-

cess, but we could not have done it without all of you - the mem-

ber of the 46th District Democrats.  I can‘t also forget the wonder-
ful and hard-working Executive Board, many of whom unselfishly 

give up so much of their time to make our organization the strong-

est in the state. 

3NOTES FROM THE CHAIR - Javier Valdez4 

Next General Membership Meeting  
 

Thursday, January 15th  

Olympic View Elem. School ~ NE 95th St. & 8th Ave. NE  
 

Program (Complete Agenda on Page 2):  
 

Reorganization Meeting  

Election of New Officers  

Endorsement of K.C. Elections Director  

46th Legislative District Democrats  
www.46DEMS.com  

January 2009  
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46th District Executive Board Members  
 

Chair:   

Javier Valdez (548-9510)  airjav@msn.com 

 

First Vice Chair:  

Jan Ames (525-7387)  janames@nwlink.com 

 

Vice Chair (Membership):  

Betty Means (523-5702)  bmeans56@comcast.net 

 

Vice Chair (Program):  

Gerry Pollet (528-0078)  gerry-pollet@msn.com 

 

Secretary:  

Stan Sorscher (522-7660)  sorscher@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer:  

Donna Boysen (820-2857)  dmboysen@hotmail.com 

 

State Committee Man:  

John Webber (365-0741)  john.p.webber@comcast.net 

State Committee Woman:  

Janet Miller (528-0078)  gerry-pollet@msn.com 

 

King County Male Delegate:  

Chad Lupkes  (440-1592)  chadlupkes@gmail.com 

King County Male Delegate Alternate:  

Matthew McSheehy 

matthew@mcsheehy.com 

 

King County Female Delegate:  

Sarajane Siegfriedt (440-5829)  sarajane3h@comcast.net 

King County Female Alternate:  

Sylvia Haven (522-3943)  sylviahaven@mac.com 

 

Sergeant at Arms:  

Barbara Whitt  (729-7410)  barbara@whitts-end.com 

 

At Large Members:  

Pat Emerson (527-2013)  patemerson2906@comcast.net 

Dean Fournier  (364-4539)  marydeanf@cs.com 

Bernadette Laqueur (525-8911)  blaqueur@comcast.net 

Justin Simmons (736-9882)   rehcana@yahoo.com 

Mark Saporito (729-0430) msaporit@earthlink.net 

 

Next Demogram Deadline: January 26, 2009 
 

Proudly Printed by Union Labor!  

Please check our Website for all the 

latest information, meeting minutes, and 

calendars:  www.46dems.com  

 AGENDA 

 

January 15, 2008 

 

 

7:30 p.m. Call to Order by Javier Valdez, 

 Outgoing 46th LD Chair and Current 

 King County Democrats‘ State  

 Committeeman 

 Flag Salute 

 Credentials Report 

7:40 p.m. Adoption of Bylaws 

7:45 p.m. Election of Chair* 

 Appointment of PCO‘s who ran as 

 write-in candidates but did not receive 

 10% threshold 

 Credentials Report 

 Election of 1st Vice Chair* 

 Election of Vice Chair of Membership 

 Election of Vice Chair of Program 

 Election of Secretary 

 Election of Treasurer 

 Election of State Committeewoman* 

 Election of State Committeeman* 

 Election of K.C. Committeewoman* 

 Election of Alternate King Co. 

 Committeewoman* 

 Election of King Co. Committeeman* 

 Election of Alternate King Co. 

 Committeeman* 

 Election of Sergeant at Arms 

 Election of At-Large Members 

 (5 positions) 

9:00 p.m. (tentative) 

 Adoption of Endorsement Procedures 

 Three (3) Minute Speeches from 

 Candidates for King Co. Elections 

 Director 

 Q&A 

 Nominations and Endorsement Vote 

9:30 p.m. (tentative) 

 Old/New Business 

 Good of the Order 

 Adjourn 

  

* = only PCO‘s are eligible to vote on these 

  positions 
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In Case You Missed Ité. 
 

By Jan Ames, 1st Vice Chair 

Those attending the 46th District November 

membership meeting had a chance to  

celebrate the successful November 4 election and to 

hear from City Councilmember's Jean Godden 

and Bruce Harrell. 

 

Chair Javier Valdez thanked Bernadette Laqueur, 

Kathryn Lewis, and Noah Burgher for 

spearheading campaign efforts in the 46th District.  

Hundreds of volunteers distributed 45,000 sample 

ballots and 100,000 pieces of candidate literature.  

Valdez mentioned that certificates of PCOs‘ election 

were ready for distribution.   

 

Laqueur presented an election wrap-up, thanking 

the hundreds of volunteers who helped in the 46th, 

especially on election day.  Janet Miller, Nancy 

Keith, and Barbara Whitt received special thanks 

for assisting the campaign coordinators.  Laqueur 

also recognized PCO Teresa Chegin, who because 

of her efforts over the last few years now has 

apartment managers making sure that tenants vote 

and that managers also alert her when someone 

moves.  Lewis presented a slide show history of the 

entire campaign, from precinct caucuses through 

victory on November 4.  Phyllis Kenney and Scott 

White thanked members for their help in electing the 

two to represent the 46th District in Olympia. 

 

City Councilmembers Godden and Harrell 

reported on Seattle budget matters and answered 

questions from 46th members.  Godden, chair of the 

City‘s Budget and Finance Committee, said that 

Seattle‘s next budget year will be difficult and that 

the balanced budget submitted in August by Mayor 

Greg Nickels already has been undermined by 

September‘s bad economic news.  Harrell expressed 

pleasure that the Council had avoided raising electric 

rates; he also spoke of Seattle Public Utilities‘ efforts 

to increase composting.  Fixing Mercer Street‘s 

traffic mess will include bike paths, sidewalks, and 

bus transit improvements but will have a lesser 

priority than the Alaskan Way viaduct and SR 520 

projects.  

 

Virginia Rankin reiterated her request that 

nonperishable foods be brought to all future 

legislative district events, including the holiday 

party, to aid people in need. 

 

Jason Osgood thanked the District for its help in his 

unsuccessful campaign for Secretary of State and 

went on to announce his candidacy for the newly-

elective position of King County Director of 

Elections.  Filing for the nonpartisan position will 

take place December 10-12, with the election to be 

held February 3, 2009.  A motion was passed to 

authorize the Executive Board to assess the group‘s 

financial situation in order to determine whether 

money is available for supporting any endorsed 

candidate.  The Board will make a recommendation 

for the January membership meeting. 

 

Chad Lupkes announced his candidacy for 46th 

legislative district chair in 2009-2010, a position to 

be filled at the biennial reorganization meeting 

January 15.   

 

Chair Valdez reported that ―passing the hat‖ during 

the meeting had raised $140.  He also mentioned that 

both Mayor Nickels and King County Executive 

Ron Sims would be at the District‘s holiday party on 

December 13. 

 

Pat Emerson explained procedures for appealing 

real property assessments, and Betty Means 

reported on Direct Action Organizing.  Gerry Pollet 

thanked all who had supported him in his campaign 

for a seat in the State Legislature and expressed his 

support for representative-elect White. 

 
David Miller, City Council candidate, introduced 

himself and spoke briefly. 

 

Special thanks go to Dean Fournier, who wrote up 

minutes of the November meeting. 
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46TH DISTRICT DEMOCRATS BYLAWS 
 

Amending Article V 

 
At its November meeting, your Executive Board directed its Bylaws subcommittee to develop a suggested amendment to 

our bylaws, to eliminate our present requirement that only PCOs can serve in certain offices of the LD organization.  (State 

Democratic Party rules specify that only PCOs can vote for those offices, but do not limit who can be elected thereto.)   The 

provision in question is as follows:  
 

ARTICLE V ï OFFICERS 
Section 1: Officers of the organization shall include the following, to be elected by majority vote of eligible voters present at 

the biennial reorganization meeting – or, to fill a vacancy, at another District meeting – after appropriate notice as required 

by Article IV of these Bylaws: 

a. Chair (one) 

b. 1st Vice-Chair (one) 

c. Female Delegate to the KCDCC Executive Board (one) 

d. Male Delegate to the KCDCC Executive Board (one) 

e. Female Alternate to the KCDCC Executive Board (one) 

f. Male Alternate to the KCDCC Executive Board (one) 

g. Female Delegate to the State Democratic Central Committee (WSDCC) (one) 

h. Male Delegate to the WSDCC (one) 

Only elected or appointed PCOs may be elected to the offices listed in Subparagraphs a-f of this Section, while any member 

in good standing may be elected to the offices listed in Subparagraphs g and h. However, only elected or appointed PCOs 

may vote for any of the foregoing offices. 
 

Our suggested amendment would replace the two sentences after ñ1hò with the following: 
 

Any member in good standing may be elected to the foregoing offices, but only elected or appointed PCOs may cast 

votes for those offices. 
 

The Board‘s intent is that the above change be voted on by our eligible voting membership at our January 15 Re-

organization meeting, before proceeding to elect our 2009-10 officers.  In that connection, you may want to consult the pro-

visions of our present Bylaws‘ Article VI (―Voting‖), which include a requirement – implementing a State Party rule – that 

only PCOs are entitled to vote on adoption of District Bylaws or proposed amendments such as the above. 
 

Submitted by Dean Fournier, Chad Lupkes, Javier Valdez, & John Webber 

Bylaws Committee 

 

ARTICLE I ï NAME 

The name of this organization shall be the 46th District Democrats. 

ARTICLE II ï POLICY 

Section 1: This organization shall function continuously and shall operate under the applicable Bylaws and Rules of the King County Democ-

ratic Central Committee (KCDCC) and the State and National Democratic Parties. 

Section 2: The purpose of the organization shall be to promote citizen participation in the Democratic Party, advance the 46th District Democ-

rats‘ platform, and support and work for the election of Democratic candidates and candidates for nonpartisan office who demonstrably espouse the prin-

ciples contained in that platform. 

ARTICLE III ï MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1: All elected and appointed Democratic Precinct Committee Officers (PCOs) registered to vote in the 46th District shall be members 

of the organization. 

Section 2: Any other registered voter of the 46th Legislative District who declares himself or herself to be a Democrat may become a voting 

member upon payment of current organization dues. Those who were not members in the preceding calendar year shall be eligible to vote 21 days after 

receipt of their dues. 

Section 3: Dues apply for the calendar year from January through December. Categories of membership shall include (a) individual member-

ship, (b) family or couple membership, and (c) retired/low income/student membership. Annual membership dues shall be reviewed on an annual basis by 

the District Executive Board. If, upon such review, the District Executive Board believes a dues adjustment should be made, a motion to that effect shall 

be made to the membership at the next regular membership meeting, following notice as required by Article IV of these Bylaws. Any change in member-

ship dues, and its effective date, shall be voted on by the membership. 

ARTICLE IV ï MEETINGS 

Section 1: The regular monthly meeting shall be held on the third Thursday of each month. The District Executive Board may change the date 



 

5 

and place for a particular regular monthly meeting, so long as all members are notified at or before the regular monthly meeting preceding the monthly 

meeting to be changed. 

Section 2: A reorganization meeting for the District shall be held following each biennial general election, and shall be conducted in accor-

dance with procedures prescribed by state law, the Washington State Democratic Party, and the KCDCC. 

Section 3: A special meeting may be called by 25% of the membership, 25% of the PCOs, or by the Chair. 

Section 4: Written notice of the time, place and purpose of each regular or special meeting shall be sent to each member no later than 10 days 

prior to the date of the meeting. 

Section 5: Any election to fill a vacancy in any elective office of the organization shall be announced at the immediately preceding District 

meeting. Notice thereof, and of any proposed amendment to these Bylaws, any proposed dues changes, any endorsement of a candidate or ballot issue, or 

any donation or contribution of funds in support of any candidate, ballot issue or group (except an official Democratic Party organization), shall be in-

cluded in the meeting notice sent to each member no less than 10 days prior to the meeting at which such business is to be transacted. The deadline for 

inclusion of items in the monthly District Newsletter shall be included within the preceding month's newsletter. 

Section 6: A quorum shall be declared by the Chair to exist at any regular or special meeting of the membership when 40 voting members or 

10% of the voting membership, whichever is less, is present. Once a quorum has been established for a duly called meeting, it may not be questioned until 

action on the items indicated in the written notice has been taken. 

ARTICLE V ï OFFICERS 

Section 1: Officers of the organization shall include the following, to be elected by majority vote of eligible voters present at the biennial reor-

ganization meeting – or, to fill a vacancy, at another District meeting – after appropriate notice as required by Article IV of these Bylaws: 

a. Chair (one) 

b. 1st Vice-Chair (one) 

c. Female Delegate to the KCDCC Executive Board (one) 

d. Male Delegate to the KCDCC Executive Board (one) 

e. Female Alternate to the KCDCC Executive Board (one) 

f. Male Alternate to the KCDCC Executive Board (one) 

g. Female Delegate to the State Democratic Central Committee (WSDCC) (one) 

h. Male Delegate to the WSDCC (one) 

Only elected or appointed PCOs may be elected to the offices listed in Subparagraphs a-f of this Section, while any member in good standing may be 

elected to the offices listed in Subparagraphs g and h. However, only elected or appointed PCOs may vote for any of the foregoing offices. 

Section 2: Additional officers shall include the following, to be elected by majority vote of eligible voters present at the biennial reorganization 

meeting – or, to fill a vacancy, at another District meeting – after appropriate notice as required by Article IV of these Bylaws: 

a. 2nd Vice-Chairs (two) 

b. Secretary (one) 

c. Treasurer (one) 

d. Sergeant-at-Arms (one) 

e. District Executive Board Members-at-Large (five) 

Any member in good standing may be elected to the foregoing offices. 

Section 3: All officers shall serve until the next biennial reorganization meeting or until their successors are duly elected and installed. 

Section 4: The Chair shall be the chief executive officer of the organization, shall preside over its meetings and supervise the preparation of its 

newsletter and other public announcements, shall assign responsibility for maintaining the records of the District, and shall represent the District on the 

KCDCC Executive Board. In addition, the Chair shall serve as a deputy treasurer. 

Section 5: The 1st Vice-Chair shall serve in the absence of the Chair and perform other duties as may be assigned by the Chair. The 1st Vice 

Chair shall also serve as a deputy treasurer. The two 2nd Vice-Chairs shall perform such duties as may be assigned to them by the Chair. 

Section 6: The Secretary shall take and maintain minutes of District and District Executive Board meetings. The minutes shall be posted for 

public inspection. The Secretary shall also assist the Chair in managing the organization's incoming and outgoing correspondence. 

Section 7: The Treasurer shall be responsible for the collection, recording, safekeeping and disbursement of the organization's financial re-

sources. The Treasurer shall manage the organization's bank account(s) and prepare appropriate reports to the Public Disclosure Commission. The Treas-

urer shall make an oral financial report at each regular District meeting and submit a written report monthly for filing in the minute book. 

Section 8: The Sergeant-at-Arms shall be responsible for maintaining order at District meetings and shall take charge of arranging tables, 

chairs and other meeting hall facilities. 

Section 9: The five District Executive Board Members-at-Large shall perform such duties as may be assigned to them by the Chair. 

Section 10: The two Delegates to the KCDCC Executive Board shall represent the District on the KCDCC Executive Board and report back on 

the business of that organization. 
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Section 11: The two Delegates to the WSDCC shall represent the District on the WSDCC and report back on the business of that committee. 

Section 12: Prior to each biennial reorganization meeting, the District Executive Board shall propose procedures for conducting the election of 

officers at that meeting and shall cause those procedures to be published in the meeting notice sent to each member no less than 10 days prior to the meeting. 

To the extent adopted by the general membership and in compliance with the procedures referred to in Article IV, Section 2, those procedures shall govern 

the election of officers. 

ARTICLE VI ï VOTING 

Section 1: Elected and appointed PCOs shall be entitled to vote at all District meetings. In accordance with state law (RCW Chapter 29.42, Politi-

cal Parties) and the Bylaws of the Democratic Party of the State of Washington (Article IX, Legislative District Organizations), only elected and appointed 

PCOs may vote for the offices listed in Article V, Section 1 of these Bylaws, or to fill legislative vacancies or adopt or amend District Bylaws. 

Section 2: All members in good standing shall be entitled to vote for the offices listed in Article V, Section 2 of these Bylaws, and on all other 

items up for consideration at District meetings. Those who are not PCOs may vote, provided that the appropriate annual dues have been received at least 21 

days in advance of the meeting at which the vote is held. 

Section 3: Proxies shall not be recognized in voting on any District business. 

ARTICLE VII ï VACANCIES IN OFFICE 

Whenever a vacancy in an elected office shall occur, the Chair may appoint a temporary replacement to serve until the next District meeting at which time, 

after notice as required by Article IV of these Bylaws, a new officer shall be elected. 

ARTICLE VIII ï REMOVAL OF OFFICERS 

Section 1: A District meeting may be called for the purpose of removing any officer upon the written request of 25% of the PCOs. Notice of this 

meeting must be sent to all PCOs at least 10 days in advance. At this meeting, the officer (or officers) concerned may be removed by a majority vote of 

PCOs attending. 

Section 2: Elected officers other than the District Chair, 1st Vice Chair, Delegates/Alternates to the KCDCC Executive Board and Delegates to the 

WSDCC may be removed by the District Chair for failure to perform properly the functions of their office. Unexcused absence from two consecutive Dis-

trict or two consecutive District Executive Board meetings shall be grounds for removal. Notice of removal and the grounds therefore shall be given in writ-

ing to be effective immediately, provided that the decision of the District Chair must be sustained by a majority vote of the membership of the organization 

present at a regular meeting, following written notice as required by Article IV of these Bylaws. 

ARTICLE IX ï APPOINTED AND ACTING PRECINCT COMMITTEE OFFICERS 

Section 1: All PCOs, to vote in PCO organizations, must reside in their own precinct. However, acting PCOs may be appointed to serve vacant 

precincts. An acting PCO (a) must live in the District but need not live in the precinct, and (b) shall be superseded by appointment of a resident of the pre-

cinct as PCO. 

Section 2: The KCDCC Chair shall appoint only PCOs approved by the District organization. Within 15 days of such approval the District Chair 

shall submit the application to the KCDCC Chair, who shall take action on the appointments within 15 days of their submittal. If the KCDCC Chair has 

reason to deny such an appointment, he or she shall refer the matter back to the District organization, stating the reasons in writing within 15 days. 

Section 3: Each application for an appointed PCO position shall be submitted to the District organization for action at its next meeting. When 

more than one application for the same precinct position is submitted in any District meeting, they shall be voted on at the same time. 

ARTICLE X ï AREA COORDINATORS 

Section 1: The function of the Area Coordinators shall be to coordinate the precinct work in subareas of the 46th District. As directed by the Dis-

trict Chair, each Area Coordinator shall be responsible for working closely with elected, appointed or acting PCOs and recruiting and training acting PCOs 

where necessary to fill vacancies. 

Section 2: Area Coordinators shall be appointed by and serve at the discretion of the District Chair, provided that such appointments shall be 

subject to confirmation by a majority of the members of the District Executive Board present and voting at a meeting of such board. 

ARTICLE XI ï NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Section 1: The Newsletter Editor shall, at the direction of the Chair, prepare and disseminate District Newsletters and other public announcements 

with respect to the organization's business, including notification to the membership regarding the time, place and purpose of meetings. 

Section 2: The Newsletter Editor shall be appointed by and serve at the discretion of the District Chair, provided that such appointment shall be 

subject to a majority confirmation of the members of the District Executive Board present and voting at a meeting of such Board. 

ARTICLE XII ï DISTRICT EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Section 1: All elected officers and the Newsletter Editor shall be voting members of the District Executive Board, which shall be responsible for 

implementing policies and transacting business approved by the membership. 

Section 2: Executive Board meetings shall be held at regular intervals at the call of the Chair and shall be announced in the District Newsletter. 

All such meetings shall be open to the membership. A quorum shall consist of a majority of the members of the Executive Board. 

ARTICLE XIII ï EXPENDITURE OF DISTRICT FUNDS 

Section 1: Adoption of an annual budget by the District membership shall constitute authorization for payment of expenses provided for therein. 

The Executive Board may also authorize in advance any reasonable expenditure incident to a fund-raiser event or other program approved by the District 

membership. All other expenditures must 
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be authorized by a majority vote at a District meeting, following notice as required by Article IV of these Bylaws. 

Section 2: No expenditure of funds of the 46th District Democratic Organization in excess of $2500 shall be made except by check signed 

by two of the following three officers: District Chair, First Vice-Chair and Treasurer. 

Section 3: The District Chair shall appoint, each year, a Financial Review Committee of at least two non-Executive Board members to re-

view the District's financial records for the period since the previous audit and present a report to the membership no later than its June meeting. These 

appointments shall be subject to confirmation by the District membership. 

ARTICLE XIV ï COMMITTEES 

Section 1: There shall be six standing committees and such additional committees as the Chair may from time to time appoint. The District 

Chair shall appoint all committee chairs and shall serve as an ex-officio voting member of all committees. All committee members shall serve at the 

discretion of the District Chair. 

Section 2: The Program Committee shall be a standing committee responsible for the development of District meeting programs. 

Section 3: The Legislative Action Committee shall be a standing committee responsible for developing, and assisting the organization with 

implementation of, action plans to advance key issues consistent with the District platform. The Committee shall, insofar as feasible, coordinate its 

efforts with related activities of the WSDCC, KCDCC, and other interested organizations. 

Section 4: The Finance Committee shall be a standing committee with responsibility for developing an annual budget and recommendations 

for fund raising strategies to support the political and program objectives of the organization. 

Section 5: The Membership Committee shall be a standing committee with responsibility for facilitating the growth and satisfaction of the 

membership, including the recruitment, training and support of the District's PCOs and Area Coordinators. 

Section 6: The Platform and Resolutions Committee shall be a standing committee responsible for developing, and proposing for adoption 

by the membership, a platform fairly representative of 46th District Democratic voters‘ views on matters of political relevance. Suggested positions 

highly specific in nature, or on transitory issues, shall be considered proposed Resolutions and treated in accordance with Article XV of these Bylaws. 

Section 7: The Community Outreach Committee shall be a standing committee responsible for developing and implementing an action plan 

for linking the 46th District Democrats with neighborhood and community organizations within or affecting North Seattle. 

ARTICLE XV ï RESOLUTIONS 

Any proposed resolution must be submitted in writing to the District Chair or Newsletter Editor and referred thereby for review and recommendation 

by the Platform and Resolutions Committee. The proposed resolution shall be published in the Newsletter prior to the regular District meeting at which 

it is to be considered, unless the Committee withholds the resolution. Upon a ruling by the Chair that a proposed resolution needs immediate considera-

tion and could not reasonably have been submitted in time for the prescribed advance review and written notice, the foregoing requirements may be 

suspended upon a two-thirds majority vote of members present and voting at a duly called meeting, 

ARTICLE XVI ï SUPPORT OF CANDIDATES AND BALLOT ISSUES 

Section 1: The District Chair shall call endorsement meetings to be held annually (a) after the close of the filing period for candidates but 

before the primary election, and (b) after the primary election but before the November general election. When applicable, the Executive Board may 

call an endorsement meeting to be held prior to a Party nominating convention. 

Section 2: The District Executive Board may make recommendations to the membership for endorsement. No such recommendations shall 

be made except upon a two-thirds majority vote of Executive Board members present and voting at a regular meeting of the board. 

Section 3: The District Executive Board shall propose rules for the purpose of endorsing candidates and issues. The proposed rules shall be 

published in the meeting notice sent to each member no less than 10 days prior to the endorsement meeting. The general membership shall adopt those 

rules prior to beginning the endorsement process. 

Section 4: Endorsement of candidates in special elections, decisions regarding contributions to candidates for special elections, and endorse-

ments of or contributions to ballot issues may be considered at any District meeting, given notice as required by Article IV of these Bylaws. 

Section 5: The membership at any meeting may, by a two-thirds majority vote of members present and voting, delegate to the District Execu-

tive Board the authority to: 

a. Make a post-primary endorsement in any specified race; and/or 

b. Approve the distribution of funds to any group in support of any candidate or ballot issue in accordance with priorities for such distribution 

established by the District and in accordance with the provisions of federal, state, and local law. 

Any such endorsement or approval of distribution of funds by the Board shall be by a two-thirds majority vote of Board members present and voting at a 

duly called Executive Board meeting, and shall be exempt from the notice provisions of Article IV of these Bylaws and from the expenditure provisions 

of Section 2 of Article XIII of these Bylaws. Any such action by the Board shall be included in the next monthly District Newsletter. 

Section 6: No candidate shall be considered for endorsement without having (a) declared his/her past and present party affiliation within the 

past five years (with the exception of candidates for judicial office), and (b) completed and returned to the District Chair, prior to the endorsement meet-

ing, any Candidate Questionnaire required by the District. Responses to candidate questionnaires shall be posted for public inspection at endorsement 

meetings. 

Section 7: For partisan offices, the 46th District Democrats shall endorse only those candidates having declared affiliation only with the De-

mocratic Party for a period of at least one year prior to the endorsement meeting. For nonpartisan offices other than judicial office, the 46th District 
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Democrats shall endorse only those candidates having (a) declared affiliation only with the Democratic Party, or (b) publicly indicated non-affiliation with any 

political party for a period of at least one year prior to the endorsement meeting. 

Section 8: No motion for endorsement shall carry and no contribution shall be authorized, at any District meeting, except by a two-thirds majority 

vote of members present and voting. 

Section 9: As used in these By-laws, the term ―endorsement‖ shall include adoption of a position specifically opposed to a candidate or ballot issue. 

ARTICLE XVII ï AMENDMENT AND SUSPENSION OF BYLAWS 

Section 1: These Bylaws shall function continuously. 

Section 2: These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds majority vote of members present and voting at a duly called District meeting after notice 

as required by Article IV of these Bylaws. 

Section 3: These Bylaws may be suspended only for the purpose of waiving the requirement of advance written submission of proposed resolutions 

as set forth in Article XV of these Bylaws, which suspension must be supported by a two-thirds majority vote at a duly called meeting. 

ARTICLE XVIII ï RULES OF ORDER 

In any situation not expressly covered by the rules of higher Party authority or these Bylaws, Robert‘s Rules of Order, Revised, most recent edition, shall pre-

vail. 

Thank You!  
    Dear 46th District Democrat, 

    Thank you so much for the honor to serve you as your State Representative!  Our 

State is facing many difficult challenges—including a large budget deficit, overcrowded 

schools, threats to our natural environment and growing unemployment.  I look forward 

to working with you to address these challenges.  There is much work to do, but I be-

lieve that together we can create positive change that will benefit everyone!  

    Thanks again! 
 

 Paid for by People for Scott White 
 PO Box 25313 

 Seattle, WA 98165 

Thank You to All Who Helped Make our 2008 Holiday Party a Success! 
(apologies to those we inadvertently have missed) 

 

Benefactors: Jan Ames,  J.P. & C.E. Clark-Mahoney, K.C. Councilmember Bob and Colleen Ferguson, Lydia Gayton & Michael 

Hooper, Jack Harvey, Livia Jackson, St. Senator Ken Jacobsen, Sunil & Didi Saluja, Patricia Solberg 

 

Sponsors: Rosemary Blakemore, Sue Donaldson, Marcia Douthwaite, K.C. Councilmember Larry Gossett, St. Rep. Phyllis and Larry 

Kenney, Hector Lora, Chad Lupkes, Seattle School Boardmember Peter Maier and Lil Tennant, Josh & Suzanne Price,    

Sarajane Seigfriedt, Thaddeus & Lois Spratlen 

 

Donors: Michele Anciaux-Aoki, Margy Beaver, Seattle School Boardmember Sherry Carr, Marie Cook, Hadie Dejong, Lisa Domke, 

Pat Emerson, Mitch Gitman, Gary Goldbaum, Pat Gunn, Marcia Herivel, Lucille Karsh, The Lalonde-Murdock Family, Susan 

Nunnery, Michael O‘Connell, Bobbie Simone, Robert Stern, Javier Valdez, Lloyd Weatherford, Beth Wieman,               

Patricia Willemain 

 

Elves: Patricia Boiki & Karl Weyranch, Teresa Chagin, Seattle Councilmember Sally Clark, Seattle Councilmember Richard Conlin, 

Janice Cook, Marie Cook, Rod Demobowski & Lynna Song, Seattle Councilmember Jean Godden, Eleanor Jones, Sheila Kohls, 

Chad Lupkes, St. Rep. Phyllis & Larry Kenney, Seattle Councilmember Nick Licata, Congressman Jim McDermott, David 

Miller, Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels, K.C. Councilmember Larry Phillips, Seattle Councilmember Tom Rasmussen, Sandra 

Schapiro-Riggins, Bobbie Simone, St. Rep.-Elect Scott White, Barbara Whitt & Burt Webb 

 

Hosts: Jan Ames, Janice Cook, Jorgen Bader, Donna Boysen, Hady Dejong, Rod Dembowski & Lynna Song, Jayron & Danny Finan, 

Antonia Gonzalez, Angela Henry & Leonard Bellew, Bernadette Laqueur, Susan Nunnery, Gerry Pollett, Sheira & Michael 

Rosenthal, Mark Saporito, Sarajane Seigfriedt, Bobbie Simone, Javier Valdez, Barbara Whitt & Burt Webb 
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46th District Democrats 

2009 Endorsement Procedures 

I. Endorsement Meeting Schedule 

A. The general membership meeting held on January 15th, 2009 will consider endorsements for: 

1. All candidate races on the February 2009 Election Ballot 

B. The general membership meeting held on June 18th, 2009 will consider endorsements for: 

1.  All candidate races on the August 2009 Primary Election Ballot 

2.  All ballot measures on the August 2009 Primary Election Ballot 

C. The general membership meeting held on August 20th, 2009 will consider endorsements for: 

1.  All candidate races that were not considered at the June 18th meeting 

2.  All candidate races where all endorsed candidates failed to advance to the November General Election Ballot 

3.  All ballot measures on the November General Election Ballot 

D. The general membership meeting held on September 18, 2009 may consider endorsements for races and ballot measures on 

the November General Election for which an endorsement has not yet been made or is not in effect. 
 

II. Eligibility to Vote 
To be eligible to vote, or to speak at the endorsement meeting, you must be either a 46th LD Precinct Committee Officer 

(PCO), or a resident 46th District voter who has paid dues at least 21 days in advance of the endorsement meeting (received 

or postmarked on or before May 28th for June 18th meeting, on or before July 30th for the August 21st meeting, and on or 

before August 27th for the September 18th meeting). Persons who were paid members in good standing of the 46th District 

Democrats in 2008 may renew their membership up to the time of the endorsement meeting and are exempt from the 21 day 

advance deadline. For purposes of these endorsement procedures, PCOs and resident 46th District voters who have paid dues 

at least 21 days in advance, or members from the previous year who renew prior to the meeting, shall be called ―eligible vot-

ers‖. For the January 15th meeting only, PCO‘s and members in 2008 shall be eligible to vote at that meeting, and the 21-day 

renewal timeline shall not apply.  Voting by proxy is not allowed. 

III. Eligibility for Endorsement 
To be eligible for endorsement, per Article XVI, Section 7 of the bylaws, a candidate for partisan office must file as a De-

mocrat and declare affiliation only with the Democratic Party for a period of at least one year prior to the endorsement meet-

ing. For non-partisan races other than judicial races, a candidate must have (a) declared affiliation only with the Democratic 

Party, or (b) publicly indicated non-affiliation with any political party for a period of at least one year prior to the endorse-

ment meeting. In addition, for a candidate to be eligible for consideration (with the exception of Presidential candidates) he/

she must sign and submit the King County Democrats‘ candidate questionnaire. This questionnaire must be received by the 

Chair of the 46th District Democrats by June 15th. For the January endorsement meeting, this must be received by January 

10, 2009.(Check the King County Democrats' web page at kcdems.org for copies of the questionnaire.) 

IV. Endorsement Requirements 
Endorsements require a vote of 2/3 of the eligible voters present and voting. Abstentions are not considered votes, and will 

not be counted in determining the number of votes cast. Voting will be by written ballots issued to eligible voters. (A vote by 

show of hands may be called in the case of a Third Ballot as described in V.B.3.) 

V. Endorsement Procedures – Candidates 

A. Nominations 

1.   For each race with candidates, the floor will be open to nominations/seconds for all eligible candidates and ―No Endorse-

ment‖. Only eligible voters may make motions to endorse/nominate or speak on behalf of an endorsement/nomination. A 

motion to close nominations shall be out of order. 

2.   For each motion to endorse, a nomination speech of no more than two minutes and a seconding speech of not more than 

one minute will be allowed. Speakers shall identify themselves prior to making nomination speeches on behalf of any 

candidate or ballot measure. Eligible voters may NOT cede their time to anyone ineligible to vote at the meeting. Mem-

bers will hear all nomination/seconding speeches on behalf of all candidates or ―No Endorsement‖ for that race before 

the vote. 

3.   All eligible candidates who are nominated and ―No Endorsement‖ will be an option on the First Ballot. 
 

B. Voting 

1. First Ballot: Each eligible voter will vote for one nominated candidate or ―No Endorsement.‖ If any nominated candidate 

or ―No Endorsement‖ receives 2/3, then that vote passes. If neither a candidate nor ―No Endorsement‖ receives 2/3, then 

we will move to a second ballot. (Note: In the case of a race with only one candidate, the First Ballot is eliminated and 

http://www.kcdems.org
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If you hear this message, wherever you stand; I'm calling every woman, calling every man 

We're the generation, We can't afford to wait; The future started yesterday and we're already late... 
 

-John Legend, "If you're out there"  
 

One day after the election, I came across a post on Facebook that caught my attention.  It was the 

video to the song ―If you‘re out there‖ by John Legend.  He sang this song at the DNC Convention, 

and evidently he wrote it specifically for that event.  I‘ve been playing it every morning to motivate 

me for the days ahead.  And it brings me to tears every morning. 

 

I have been active within the Democratic Party since 2003, when I volunteered to help build the 

website for the 46th.  When I ran for At-Large in 2005, my campaign came down to three words.  

―Infrastructure, Infrastructure and Infrastructure‖.  I‘ve been building websites and online tools ever 

since.  I am currently the King County Rep from our district, and I ran, and was elected for Commu-

nications Chair at the County Reorganization on December 6th. 

 

I am running for District Chair on January 15th.  I have posted some ideas on my blog on what I 

want to do, and I would like to invite comments and encourage other ideas from you.  My campaign 

this time also comes down to three words.  ―Community, Community, and Community‖.  I know 

you‘re out there.  And I need your help. 

 

Chad Lupkes, http://chadlupkes.blogspot.com  

2. Second Ballot:  The top two choices receiving votes from the First Ballot shall be on the Second Ballot. 

a. Top two options are a candidate and ―No Endorsement‖: If either of the two options receives 2/3, then that vote passes. If 

not, then no endorsement in the race is made. 
b. Third Ballot: If no choice in the Second Ballot received 2/3, then a motion for dual endorsement will be entertained. This 

motion must pass by 2/3. If not, then no endorsement in the race is made. A show of hands may be called in the case of a 

Third Ballot. 
VI. Endorsement Procedures – Ballot Measures 

A. Nominations 

1. Ballot Measures include all initiatives, referenda, levies, and other races without candidates. The question to endorse a Bal-

lot Measure shall be considered in the form it would appear on the ballot. Nominations for a specific endorsement to sup-

port or oppose a Ballot Measure are not in order, as the endorsement—―Support‖, ―Reject‖ or ―Take no position‖—will be 

determined by the voting. 

2. For each motion to consider a Ballot Measure, a speech of not more than two minutes and a seconding speech of not more 

than one minute will be allowed for each of the 3 positions ―Support‖, ―Reject‖ and ―Take no position‖. Only eligible voters 

may make motions to endorse/nominate or speak on behalf of an endorsement/nomination. Members will hear all speeches 

for that Ballot Issue before the vote. 

B. Voting 

1. First Ballot: Each eligible voter will vote for ―Support‖, ―Reject‖ or ―Take no position‖. If any option receives 2/3, then that 

vote passes. If no option receives 2/3 we move to a Second Ballot. 

2.  Second Ballot: The top two choices between ―Support‖, ―Reject‖ or ―Take no position‖ will appear on the Second Ballot. If 

either option receives 2/3, then that vote passes. If no option receives 2/3, then the position of the 46th District Democrats 

will be ―Take no position‖. 

VII. Suspension of Endorsement Procedures 

Any request to suspend these rules for a particular race or ballot issue must be made prior to the consideration of that 

particular race or ballot issue.  A 2/3 vote is needed for suspension of the rules.  The requirement of needing a vote of 

2/3 of the eligible voters present and voting for endorsement cannot be suspended. 
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46th LD Members in and about the Community 

 

Holiday party 

A most memorable Holiday Party was held on December 13
th
 at the  home of Rod Dembowski 

and Lynna Song ï a veritable party house! Among the many happy guests was a great turnout 

of our elected officials. Observed having a good time were Jim McDermott, Ken Jacobsen, 
Nick Licata, Phyllis Kenny, Richard Conlin, Tom Rasmussen, Jean Godden, Mayor Nichols, 
Bob Ferguson, Peter Maier, Sherry Carr and Representative elect Scott White. In addition to 
great food (thank you Barbara Whitt) it was a financial success over $4,500.00 earned for the 
club.  Pictures can be seen at:  http://www.flickr.com/photos/23936292@N03/3110542789/ 
 

Member activist 

46
th
 District member Ruth Williams is spearheading a campaign to get a public park named af-

ter her peace activist grandmother Alice Franklin Bryant. Some of our older members will re-
member her courageous efforts to inform and educate the public by running against Senator 
Henry Jackson during the early cold war years.  In addition to a long list of public officials sup-
porting her park naming idea, Ruth could use our help in contacting any of the following to urge 
them to support naming a city park after Alice Franklin Bryant: 

¶ Sandy Brooks at sandy.brooks@seattle.gov  is the liaison for the Parks Board.  

¶ Tom Rasmussen at  tom.rasmussen@seattle.gov   is the City Councilmember responsible 
for Parks, and  

¶ Tim Gallagher at timothy.gallagher@seattle.gov  is the Seattle Parks' superintendent 
 
If you would like to know more about AFB Ruth has written a lovely tribute at the following link: 

http://historyink.com/index.cfm?DisplayPage=output.cfm&file_id=8865 
 

Member elected 

46th Executive Board Member Justin Simmons was recently elected President-Elect of the 
Church Council of Greater Seattle, to begin serving as President in March.  2009 will be the 
90th anniversary of the Church Council as one of the most progressive social justice advocates 
and social service providers in our community. 
 

 

 

Please feed any interesting tidbits of our members and their doings to Sylvia Haven at 

 sylviahaven@mac.com.  

 

SEEN    ON    THE    SCENE SEEN    ON    THE    SCENE   
 

by Sylvia Haven 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/23936292@N03/3110542789/
mailto:sandy.brooks@seattle.com
mailto:tom.rasmussen@seattle.gov
mailto:timothy.gallagher@seattle.com
http://historyink.com/index.cfm?DisplayPage=output.cfm&file_id=8865
mailto:sylviahaven@mac.com
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Proposed Rules for the January 15th Reorganization Meeting 

of the 46th District Democrats 

1. Sign-in required at check-in. Different colored 

ballots issued for PCOs and Members in Good 

Standing (non-PCOs). 

2. Eligible voters shall be as follows: 

Å PCOs elected in August 2008 Primary Election 

and any PCO‘s appointed at the January 15th 

meeting (however, any appointed PCO‘s will not 

be eligible to vote for the Chair position) 

Å All Members in Good Standing for the 2008 cal-

endar year, i.e. members who paid their dues "at 

least twenty-one (21) days in advance of the meet-

ing at which the vote is held." (On or before De-

cember 25, 2008). Members in Good Standing for 

previous year (2008) may renew their membership 

up to the day of the meeting and retain voting 

rights for that meeting. 

3. Meeting shall be called to order by the Tempo-

rary Chair.  Temporary Chair shall preside until 

election of new Chair. 

4. Temporary Chair shall review Proposed Rules 

with the body. 

5. Credentials report. 

6. Body shall vote to approve the meeting Rules. 

7. Body shall vote to approve the Bylaws. (Note: 

A more formal review and any proposed changes 

to Bylaws will occur later 1st qtr ‗09) 

8. Nominations of eligible candidates and elec-

tions shall be conducted in order for positions 

listed in Article V, Sections 1 and 2, subject to the 

requirements for eligible voters for each position. 

9. Elections shall be conducted by secret ballot. 

For positions where only one candidate is nomi-

nated, election may be conducted by show of cre-

dentials or voice vote. 

10. Process for nominating and electing all posi-

tions, except At-Large positions, shall include the 

following: 

Å Call for nominations; close nominations. 

Å 1 minute nomination speech and 1 minute sec-

onding speech for all candidates; order of 

speeches determined by order of nominations. 

Å Speakers for all races may be PCOs, Members in 

Good Standing or candidates. 

Å A majority vote is required to be elected to of-

fice. 

Å If a race has more than two candidates and no 

candidate receives a majority vote, then the top 

two shall compete in 

a run-off election.  

11. Process for nominating and electing At-Large 

positions shall include the following: 

Å Call for nominations; close nominations. 

Å 1 minute nomination speech and 1 minute sec-

onding speech for all candidates; order of 

speeches determined by order of nominations. 

Å Speakers for all races may be PCOs, Members in 

Good Standing or candidates. 

Å Voters MUST vote for five candidates on one 

ballot. Ballots that do not have five candidates 

named shall be considered spoiled and shall not be 

counted. 

Å Top five vote getters are elected. 

12. If an election results in a tie vote, then there 

shall be one runoff between the tied candidates. If 

the run-off election results in a tie vote, then the 

winner shall be determined by lot. 

13. Only one person shall be elected to and hold 

any office listed in the bylaws.  
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Show Your Commitment to the 46th District Democrats.  JOIN NOW! 

 

Please take a moment to look at your name as it‘s printed on the address label. If ―2009‖ appears after your name, you‘re a dues-

paying member of the 46th LD.  Congratulations and Many Thanks!  If ―2009‖ does -not appear, we hope you will mail us your dues 

right away.  Dues paid prior to the end of  the year count for the remainder of the year and all of the following year.  Make checks 

payable to ñ46th District Democratsò & mail to PO Box 15435, Seattle, WA 98115-0435.   If you read the online version of the 

Demogram, email Betty Means at bmeans56@comcast.net to check on membership. 

 

NAME_____________________________________________ 

ADDRESS__________________________________________ 

CITY____________________ZIP_______________________ 

HOME PHONE______________________________________ 

WORK PHONE______________________________________ 

E-MAIL____________________________________________ 

 

Ǐ  YES!  Please send me an email when the newsletter is 

ready for online reading.  
                 (PS online, itôs in COLOR!)  

Ǐ   $500 ñBenefactorò 

Ǐ   $100 ñ4600 Clubò 

Ǐ   $46 Friend of the 46th  

Ǐ   $35 Couple/Family 

Ǐ   $25 Individual 

Ǐ   $5 Student/Retired/Fixed Income 

Ǐ   $________ 

Become a 2009 Member of the 46
th

 District Democrats! 
---Itôs Time to Renew Your Membership--- 

Betty Means, Vice Chair for Membership 
 

Membership dues in the 46th LD apply for the calendar year – from January through 

December.  Each year in October, the District kicks off its annual membership drive 

for the following year. 

 

For those who are current members, we‘ll be glad to accept membership dues NOW 

for 2009.  For those who have been meaning to join, send us your 2009 dues now 

and get the remainder of 2008 gratis! 

 

Membership dues are the primary source of District funds.  We rely on them to fol-

low through on our goals of informing the public, registering voters, recruiting and 

training precinct activists and –  

mailto:bmeans56@comcast.net
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

¶ Thurs. January 15th, 46th Dems General Membership 
Meeting @ Olympic View Elementary School, 7:00 to 7:30 
pm social, 7:30 pm Mtg begins 

¶ Thurs. January 22nd, NARAL Pro -Choice Washington 
Chocolate for Choice Fundraiser , $35, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m., 
Safeco Field, www.prochoicewashington.org 

¶ Fri./Sat. January 23rd/24th, Washington State 
Democratsô Central Committee Meeting, Olympia Red 
Lion, (206) 583-0664 

¶ Tues. Jan. 27, 7:00 pm King County Democrats Central 
Committee (KCDCC) Executive Board Meeting @     
Renton Carpenters Hall - 231 Burnett Ave.  More info at:  
www.kcdems.net or  206-622-9157 

¶ Tuesday, Feb.3rd., 46th Dems Executive Board Meeting, 
7:00 p.m., Olympic View Church 

¶ Mon., Feb. 16th, Washington State Democratsô Annual 
PCO Training & Crab Feed , St. Martinôs College, Lacey/
Olympia, www.wa-democrats.org 

GENERAL  MEMBERSHIP MEETING - REORGANIZATION  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 15TH AT OLYMPIC VIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

7:00 PM SOCIAL   ~  7:30 PM MEETING 

46th District Democrats 

PO Box 15435  

Seattle, WA  98115 -0435 

www.46dems.com  

Items for January 15th  

Membership Meeting 

 
7:00 - 7:30 Social  
7:30  Membership Mtg Begins  

¶ Call to Order and Pledge  

7:40   Adoption of Bylaws  
 Election of Chair  
 Appointment of PCOôs 
 Election of Remaining Board 
 Postions  
9:00 Adoption of Endorsement    

Procedures  

 Endorsement of King Co.   

Elections Director  

 9:30  Old Business  

 New Business  

 Good of the Order  

 Adjourn  

 

(see page 2 for complete agenda)  
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