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As of this writing, the signatures for Referendum 71 are still being 

confirmed.  Similar the Seattle Bag Fee, we will be asked whether 

the citizens of the State of Washington approve the law that was 

passed. 

ñThis bill would expand the rights, responsibilities, and obligations 
accorded state-registered same-sex and senior domestic partners to be 
equivalent to those of married spouses, except that a domestic partnership 

is not a marriage.ò 

ñShould this bill be Approved  or Rejected?ò 

One other item that will be on the ballot in November is the latest 

attempt by Tim Eyman to drown our government in a bathtub.  
Initiative 1033 would limit the 2010 budget to 2009 numbers, after 

the Legislature had to cut Billions of dollars thanks to the 

economic recession.  The state of Colorado tried this a few years 

ago, and it was a huge mistake.  If you would like to learn more, 

contact Steve Zemke and go to http://no1033.com. 

The Seattle Housing Levy, which we voted to support in April, 

will also be on our ballots.  See SaraJaneôs article on page 4. 

Other measures on the ballot will be posted on our website as soon 

as we know about them. 

Thanks to the membership approval of the Raymond T. Cole Fund, 

Committee pages are up, including a blank Letter of Intent.  We 

have already gotten a few ideas that are far beyond what I 

expected, and itôs fantastic.  Please keep them coming! 

Chad Lupkes, Chair 

Next Membership Meeting : 

Olympic View Elementary  

Thursday, September 17th  

7:00 PM  Social  

7:30 PM  Mtg Begins  

The cause endures, the hope still lives 
 and the dream shall never die. 

ðSenator Edward Kennedy (1932-2009) 

I woke on the morning of August 26th to read about the passing of 

the Liberal Lion.  We knew it was coming.  Let us hope that Gov. 

Patrick is able to get the law in Massachusetts changed soon so that 
he can appoint another Democrat. No one will ever be able to fill 

the shoes, but torch has been passed to us, and our children. We 

have a lot of work to do, and weôre ready. 

Our September meeting will feature the General Election 

Endorsements as the primary agenda item. (ouch, bad pun).  Any 

endorsements that we have made will stand if our endorsed 

candidate(s) made it through the Primary election.  Any race where 

we have not made an endorsement will be eligible for nominations, 

and any ballot measure will be up for consideration as well.   

These endorsed candidates made it through to the General Election: 

King County Executive: Dow Constantine 

Port of Seattle Position 3: Rob Holland 

Port of Seattle Position 4: Max Vekich 

Seattle City Council Position 4: David Bloom 

Seattle City Council Position 6: Nick Licata 

Races where we have not endorsed a candidate yet include King 

County Council Position 1, King County Sheriff & Assessor, Port 

of Seattle Position 1, Seattle Mayor, Seattle City Council Positions 

2 & 8, and Seattle School Board Districts 5 &7.  

3NOTES FROM THE CHAIR - Chad Lupkes4 

Next General Membership Meeting  
 

Thursday, September 17th  

Olympic View Elem. School ~ NE 95th St. & 8th Ave. NE  

Chili Feed at 7:00  
 

Endorsement Meeting  

 
 

(Complete Agenda on Page 2)  

September 2009  
 

46th Legislative District Democrats  
www.46DEMS.com  
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46th District Executive Board Members  

 

Chair:   

Chad Lupkes  (440-1592)  chadlupkes@gmail.com 

 

First Vice Chair:  

Shanna Sawatzki (434-6023) shanna7@gmail.com 

 

Vice Chair (Membership):  

Betty Means (523-5702)  bmeans56@comcast.net 

 

Vice Chair (Program):  

Gerry Pollet (528-0078)  gerry-pollet@msn.com 

 

Secretary:  

Stan Sorscher (522-7660)  sorscher@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer:  

Stan Moffett  (365-7562)  stanmaggie@comcast.net 

 

State Committeeman:  

John Webber  (365-0741)  john.p.webber@comcast.net 

 

State Committeewoman:  

Janet Miller  (528-0078)  gerry-pollet@msn.com 

 

King County Male Representative:  

Dean Fournier  (364-4539)  dean48@comcast.net 

 

King County Male Alternate:  

Vacant until September Meeting 

 

King County Female Representative:  

Erica Minshull  (253-468-8582)   

                                                erica_minshull@hotmail.com 

 

King County Female Alternate:  

Sarajane Siegfriedt  (440-5829)  sarajane3h@comcast.net 

 

Sergeant at Arms:  

Barbara Whitt  (729-7410)  barbara@whitts-end.com 

 

At Large Members:  

Kathryn Lewis  (356-1835)  kathryn@kathrynelewis.com 

Jason Sawatzki  (226-3598)  jlsawatzki@gmail.com 

J Peter Shapiro  (524-9386)  j.p.shapiro@comcast.net 

Javier Valdez  (548-9510)  airjav@msn.com 

Sheila Kohls (523-6863) sheilakohls@msn.com 

 

Next Demogram Deadline: September25, 2009 

 

Proudly Printed by Union Labor!  

Please check our Website for all the 

latest information, meeting minutes, 
calendars and  

an expanded online Demogram :   

www.46dems.com  

Agenda for September 17th  

  

All you can eat Chili!   

$5 suggested donation 
 

Welcome 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Approval of May Minutes 

Chair's Report 

Endorsements 

Committee Reports 

Legislative Action 

Finance 

& Treasurers Report 

Raymond Cole Fund 

Membership/PCO 

Platform/Resolutions/

Bylaws 

Community Outreach 

Party Reports 

State Party Report 

County Party Report 

Old Business 

New Business 

Good of the Order 

Adjourn 
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T 
he 46th District membership meeting on August 20 

included reviews on the 2009 legislative session from 

the Districtôs legislators, a report on the Housing Levy 

that will be on the November ballot, a presentation on 

the Raymond Cole Fund, a financial review report, and approval 

of two resolutions. 

Chair Chad Lupkes announced that Matthew McSheehy had 

resigned his Executive Board position as King County Male 

Alternate and that the position would be filled at the September 
17 membership meeting.  Chad also noted that the Maps and 

History Project, which now covers all 39 counties and all 49 

legislative districts in Washington, is now online after three years 

of work on the project. 

Chad thanked Jason Sawatzki for the excellent job of getting 

sample ballot and campaign literature for the primary election 

distributed within the 46th Legislative District. 

2009 Legislative Review.   King County Legislative Action 

Committee Co-Chairs Sarajane Siegfriedt and Steve Zemke 

introduced the 46th District legislators:  Representatives Phyllis 

Kenney and Scott White and Senator Ken Jacobsen.  Rep. 
Kenney reported that the past session was difficult because of the 

budget cuts needed.  She provided an overview of the budget 

process, as well as reports of bills she had helped pass during the 

session.  Rep. White emphasized that the budget deficit was the 

story of the difficult session, with some heart wrenching cuts.  He 

mentioned some of the projects he had worked on during the 

session.  He cautioned against the upcoming Eyman Initiative 

1033, which would basically cripple state and local governments.  

The initiative would use the very tight 2009 budget as a base year 

for future budgets and would severely limit any increase in 

spending in future years.  Sen. Jacobsen talked about the 

similarities of this year with recessionary times of the past and 
emphasized that it is a myth that if a legislator votes for taxes that 

he/she wonôt be reelected.  He provided examples from his own 

experience.  He also mentioned that the initiative process 

traditionally was organized by volunteers at the grassroots level 

rather than the current process of signature gathering being funded 

by interest groups. 

Housing Levy.  Bill Rumpf  provided an overview of the 

Proposition 1 Housing Levy that will be on the November ballot, 

a levy that will extend the current levy and adjust the amount to 

cover current costs for the same level of service.  The increase 

would mean about $2 more a month for the average home owner. 

Financial Report.  In the absence of Treasurer Stan Moffett, 

Kathryn Lewis  gave the Treasurerôs Report.  The July fundraiser 

barbeque raised $822.  The Districtôs operating budget has $8,193 

on hand.  In the coming months higher expenses due to the 

upcoming election are expected.  The budget will be closely 

monitored and spending adjusted, if necessary, to stay within 

budget. 

Financial Review.  Norma Miller  reported that the review of the 

2008 budget, checks, and income had been completed.  The final 

report of the review committee found no policy changes necessary 

and gave good marks to the District.  The committee 
recommended two minor procedural changes. 

Raymond Cole Committee.  Committee Chair Jan Ames 
provided background on Ray Cole, his gift of $60,000 to the 46th 

District, and the values that were important to him.  She used a 

PowerPoint presentation on the Raymond Cole Committeeôs work 

and its recommendations to the District.  The presentation covered 

guiding principles, plans for the initial allocations, initial funding 

categories, criteria for consideration of projects, the evaluation 

process, and the proposed timelines for the first two rounds of 

funding.  After members had an opportunity to ask questions, the 

group voted unanimously to approve the proposal.   

Tally Committee Report.  Betty Means gave an overview of the 

Proposal on Methods of Voting and Determining Results as 
printed in the August Demogram.  The proposal primarily focuses 

on the way votes are counted, making the process as transparent 

as possible, and spelling out what reconstitutes a recount.  After 

several questions were answered, the membership approved the 

proposal.  Means said she is open to ideas to make the voting 

more effective and that she welcomed any suggestions members 

might have. 

SR-520 Resolution.  A resolution to support the SR-520 West 

Side ñAò Design was discussed.  Supporters believe that several 

factors make Alternative A the best plan of three alternatives 

under consideration for replacing the current SR-520 bridge.  The 

motion was passed.  A more in-depth presentation on the three 
options is planned for the October 15 membership meeting. 

Repeal of the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) Resolution.  

DOMA limits federal and state recognition of marriage of anyone 

other than heterosexual couples.  Based on district, county, state, 

and national Democratic platforms, Democrats support every 

coupleôs right to marry and be afforded all civil rights associated 

with marriage. 

Sustainable Works Presentation.  Dusty Hoerler, from the Sound 

Alliance, gave an overview of this program that provides free 

home energy audits and accessible financing to retrofit and 

upgrade homes for improved energy efficiency.  The initiative has 
funding from the Federal Stimulus package ($14.5 million to 

Washington State) and will focus its first pilot project on 200 

homes in the Wedgwood area.  The group is working on a 

neighbor-to-neighbor approach in order to encourage neighbors to 

help get other neighbors to have their homes audited. 

Good of the Order.  Bob Rosenberger, candidate for King 

County Assessor, spoke to the group.  John Webber reminded 

the group to play an active role at Obama for America health care 

forums.  David Bloom, candidate for City Council Position 4, 

thanked the 46th District for its endorsement and asked for 

continued financial and volunteer support.  Pat Emerson 

reminded the group that 2009/2010 property tax notices are being 
mailed and that assessments may not match up with the reality of 

home values.  Members can contact Emerson for information on 

how to challenge tax assessments. 

For more details of the meeting, go to 46thdems.com.  Special 

thanks go to Kathryn  Lewis for writing up minutes of the 

membership meeting. 

In Case You Missed Ité. 
by Jan Ames 
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Sustainable Works  

Peter Shapiro  

Chad Lupkes and I met with representatives from 

Sustainable Works to discuss an initiative of possible 

interest to members of the 46th District Dems, 

particularly those in the pilot area described below. 

Sustainable Works is a non-profit organization that 

facilitates energy efficiency retrofits for homes and 

small commercial buildings. Their goal is to perform 

4,800 energy retro-fits in moderate income homes 

around the state -- starting here in a portion of the 46th 

District (and the 43rd). 

Their pilot area is defined by these boundaries: 

NE 65th Street to NE 80th 

20th Avenue NE to 35th NE 

Senate Bill 5649, passed during the last legislative 

session and signed by Gov. Gregoire, allocates federal 

stimulus money to the project. We were told that the 

Sustainable Works program, now in its "launch phase", 

is designed to cost the homeowners nothing, create 

green jobs, and reduce carbon emissions. 

 

Representatives from Sustainable Works made a 

presentation during Good of the Order at the August 

LD meeting at Olympic View Church. They will 

describe the program in more detail at a community 

briefing on August 27, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m., at 

University Unitarian Church, 6556  35th Ave NE. 

Further information is currently available at these 

postings: 

http://46dems.com/2009/SustainableWorksQA.pdf 

and 

http://46dems.com/2009/

SustainableWorksOverview.pdf 

The lawyer in me adds: this is not a program of the 

46th Dems. We are just facilitating the flow of 

information that is of possible interest. 

J Peter Shapiro 

Outreach Committee Chair  

Once every seven years, we in Seattle are asked 
to renew our commitment to provide low-income 
and affordable housing for the neediest among 
us.  Seventy percent of the current levy helped 
those at or below sixty percent of the area median 
income. 

While HUD budgets were being cut by 90% since 
1980, Seattle has stepped up to renew this levy 
four  times.  The current levy has produced even 
more housing units than promised with many of 
them here in the 46th.  Ninety percent of the 
homes are multifamily rentals. 

While this year's request for a total of $145 million 
would produce the same number of housing units 
as the current levy, there would be an increased 
cost of $5.50 per average homeowner per month 
due to increased land and construction costs.  

Given the current economic atmosphere, passage 
of the Housing Levy is no slam-dunk, even by 
generous Seattleites. Last April the 46th passed a 

resolution to support the Seattle Housing Levy 
and to urge other community organizations to 
support it. Please continue to show your support 
by:  

 

Endorsing the Housing Levy at the September 
meeting 

Volunteering to make phone calls in Septem-
ber or October 

Offering a location to phone bank after hours 

Donating to the campaign 

Carrying campaign literature in October 

Displaying a yard sign 

Asking your other organizations to do the 
same 
 

You can find more information at 
www.yesforhomes.org or by contacting Sarajane 
Siegfriedt at 206-440-5829. 

Seattle Housing Levy Renewal on Ballot in November 

http://46dems.com/2009/SustainableWorksQA.pdf
http://46dems.com/2009/SustainableWorksOverview.pdf
http://46dems.com/2009/SustainableWorksOverview.pdf
http://www.yesforhomes.org


 

In 2004 I spent a week prior to the New Hampshire primary working for Howard Dean to secure his nomination for 

president. I made many phone calls from a list that was provided.  I remember one irate callerôs response. ñThis is the third 
call I have received from you in the last 48 hours. If I hear from you again Iôm voting for Kerryò.  Of course had I know 

about the previous two I would not have placed this call. 

I was reminded about this incident when I received three calls within two days from one of the candidates in this yearôs 
mayoral election. And that does not include the left messages on my answering machine. I suppose that when one has 

enough personal wealth to contribute $200,000 to ones own campaign one can attempt to overwhelm ones opponents by 
blanketing the voters with a deluge of phone calls that seems to go on 24/7. Maybe itôs that I am retired and therefore Iôm 
home more than when I was working for a living that I have to field these calls, but I resent this intrusion into my life, 

being bombarded by candidates who donôt know when enough is enough. 

I am a PCO and have walked my precinct several times and rung a goodly number of doorbells but I would never go 

around more than once in an election cycle. If I did I would not have the respect of the voters in my area. Quite the 
opposite. For me this is a labor of love not an obsession as it seems to be for the professional candidate. 

We seem to be living in an unending cycle of elections, primaries, initiatives, budget approvals, etc  So here is my advice 
to those who love to run: Hey, if you lose this election, donôt worry, thereôs another one coming shortly ï maybe even in 

another couple of months. 

Wealthy candidates are at an advantage here and that is why I have been active in the campaign to enact publicly funded 

elections. Hopefully the contest for mayor in November will not be decided by the deeper pockets available to the winning 
candidate. 

 Robert Stern 

v       w 
Letters to the editor may be submitted to Barbara Whitt at barbara@whitts-end.com   

Letters to the Editor 

No time to eat before the meeting?  
 

Come to All you can Eat  

Chili ~n~ Fixinõs 
(Vegetarian, too!)  

 

At the LD meeting ñ$5   Suggested Donation  

 

The usual cookies and coffee are available for the standard suggested donation of $1  

Join the 46th District Democrats ONLINE! 
 

Facebook, Twitter, Democrats.org,  

BarackObama.com 

 

Learn more here: 

http://46dems.com/online.php  

mailto:Barbara@whitts-end.com
http://46dems.com/online.php
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S 
heila grew up in Yakima amongst a family where policy 

and politics were insatiable dinner conversation and 

debate. Flying mashed potatoes and hurdling peas were 

not unusual, so long as it was done with smiles and in good fun. 

She received her Registered Nursing Degree in 

1977 and eager to see the country, joined the 

Traveling Nurses Corps where she traveled to 

many regions of the U.S. to work in various 

hospital settings: medical/surgical, neurology, 

emergency departments and trauma centers.  

She returned to Washington State in 1988 

making her home in Seattle.  She has lived in 

the 46th LD, View Ridge neighborhood for 20 

years and is currently employed with Seattle 

Public Schools/Student Health Division. 

Now that Sheilaôs 2 children are older and 

more independent, she has time for óselfishô 

pursuits like re-kindling her passion for political activism; 

Health Care Reform being top of her list.  She currently serves 

as North Seattle Action Team Coordinator for Physicians for 

National Health Program and was an outreach volunteer for the 

Health Care for All March-Mothers Leading the Way held this 

last May. 

In 2008, Sheila was elected as a Hillary Clinton Delegate to the 

Congressional District Caucus and State Convention. It was an 

extraordinary experience and deepened her desire to be actively 

engaged in the political process.  Once Obama became the 

Democratic Nominee, Sheila dealt with it 

ñHillaryò style and jumped right in and 

worked tirelessly as a Neighborhood 

Leader for the Obama Campaign. 

Sheila is a PCO for her neighborhood and 

is a member of Washington State Nurses 

Association and University of 

Washington Alumni Association. 

Also a member of the Center for Women 

& Democracy and the National Womenôs 

Political Caucus, Sheila believes that 

having women at the policy table shifts 

the agenda, resulting in more women and 

family-friendly policy and legislation.  The most significant 

factor in Sheilaôs desire to promote economic, political, and 

social equality of women is her 12 year old daughter.  Her 

daughter and other young girls are the ñfire in her bellyò to do 

what she can to improve their chances of living up to their full 

potential and to dream big, really BIG. 

MEET YOUR BOARD MEMBER:  SHEILA KOHLS  
2009 ð 2010 At Large Member  

46th LD Members in and about the Community 

SEEN    ON    THE    SCENE SEEN    ON    THE    SCENE   
 

by Sylvia Haven 

 

A Vigil for International Peace Day  
And for 

Alice Bryant Peace Park on Thornton Creek 
 

Show your support for having Thornton Creek Park Six named Alice Bryant Peace Park on Thornton Creek. Join 

your friends and neighbors in taking a stand for peace and justice for people in Afghanistan and all over the 

world. Alice Franklin Bryant's contribution to our city should not be forgotten.  Let's help the Northgate 

neighborhood should be known for something more than a shopping mall.  
 

Sunday 9/20/09, 4ñ6pm @ 5th Ave NE & NE 105th St (Northgate Community Center Park) 

Parking close by.  Buses stopping at the site:  16, 41, 75.  Many more within a few blocks.   

Contact:  Ruth Williams ( ruthalice@comcast.net ) 

Rick Larson Town Hall Meeting  

Several stalwart members of the 46th Dems attended Rick Larsen's Health Care Town Meeting in Everett last 

month. Waving their handmade signs enthusiastically were: Gail Chiarello, Mark Saporito, Marilyn Griffin, John 

Webber and Sylvia Haven. They were impressed with Larsen's handling of the crazies as things did not get as 

out of hand as some other national meetings reported in the media. 

mailto:ruthalice@comcast.net
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Show Your Commitment to the 46th District Democrats.  JOIN NOW! 

 

Please take a moment to look at your name as itôs printed on the address label. If ñ2009ò appears after your name, youôre a dues-paying 

member of the 46th LD.  Congratulations and Many Thanks!  If ñ2009ò does not appear, we hope you will mail us your dues right away.  

Make checks payable to ñ46th District Democratsò & mail to PO Box 15435, Seattle, WA 98115-0435.   If you read the online 

version of the Demogram, email Betty Means at bmeans56@comcast.net to check on membership. 

 

NAME_____________________________________________ 

ADDRESS__________________________________________ 

CITY____________________ZIP_______________________ 

HOME PHONE______________________________________ 

WORK PHONE______________________________________ 

E-MAIL____________________________________________ 

Ǐ  YES!  Please send me an email when the newsletter is 

ready for online reading.  
                 (PS online, itôs in COLOR!)  

 

New!!  Now you can join online!! 

http://46dems.com/membership.php  

Ǐ   $500 ñBenefactorò 

Ǐ   $100 ñ4600 Clubò 

Ǐ   $46 Friend of the 46th  

Ǐ   $35 Couple/Family 

Ǐ   $25 Individual 

Ǐ   $5 Student/Retired/

Fixed Income 

Sign Up for On -line Demogram  

Ç YES!  Please e-mail me each month when the new issue of the Demogram (the 

46th District Democrats newsletter) is available online. Reducing the amount of money the 
District spends on printing and postage means more resources available to elect 
Democrats! 

Ç YES!   I am a member of the 46th District Democrats. 

Ç NO, L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ȅŜǘΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŝ-mail me information about joining (or go 

directly to http://46dems.com/membership.php). 
 
Name _____________________________________________________________________ 

                                First                             Middle Initial                                Last 

My e-mail address: 

ccccccccccccccccccccccccc 
(Alternatively, you may e-mail this request to Janet Miller at gerry-pollet@msn.com) 

 

mailto:bmeans56@comcast.net
http://46dems.com/membership.php
http://46dems.com/membership.php
mailto:gerry-pollet@msn.com
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Items for September 17th  

Membership Meeting 

 
7:00 - 7:30 Social, Chili Feed & Setup 

7:30  Membership Mtg Begins 

7:35   Approval of Minutes 

 Report from the Chair 

7:45 Program: Endorsements 

8:30 Committee & Party Reports 

 9:15 Old Business 

 New Business 

 Good of the Order 

 Adjourn  

 

Please see page 2 for  

the complete agenda 

 

Next Demogram Deadline: September 25th 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

Thurs. Sept 3rd Health Care Rally, Westlake Park in Downtown 

Seattle, 6pm to 8pm, contact Dustin Lambro, lambrod@dnc.org  

Mon. Sept. 7th, Labor Day Picnic, Lower Woodland Park, Shelters 
1,2,3, N 50th and Woodland Park Ave, Seattle, 11amð3pm,  contact 

(206) 441-8510 office@mlkclc.org  

Wed, Sept. 9th, Seattle School Year Starts, watch for kids walking to 

school on your way to work! 

Thurs. Sept 17th, 46th Dems General Membership Meeting and 

Chili Feed, Olympic View Elementary School, 7:00 to 7:30 pm 

social, 7:30 pm Mtg begins.  This is our Endorsement Meeting! 

Tues. Sept. 22rd, 7:00 pm, KCDCC Executive Board Meeting, 

Renton Carpenters Hall - 231 Burnett Ave.  More info at:   

http://www.kcdems.org or 206-622-9157 

Friday, Sept 25 through Sat. Sept 26 WSDCC meeting in Walla 

Walla, contact Jaxon Ravens, jaxon@wa-democrats.org  

Many more events online.   Please see our online calendar!!! 

Also check our neighboring districts for more opportunities to hear 

from and learn about the candidates this year!  

GENERAL  MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH AT OLYMPIC VIEW ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 

7:00 PM SOCIAL  / CHILI FEED  ~  7:30 PM MEETING 

PRSRT  STD 
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