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Next Membership Meeting: 

Olympic View Elementary  

Thursday, February 18th 

7:00 PM  Social 

7:30 PM  Mtg Begins 

Happy New Year!  2010 is upon us! 

 

The Legislature in Olympia is trying to make up for a 

2.6 Billion Dollar shortfall, and we need your voices 

heard in Olympia on what their priorities should be.  

2010 is a very important year.  We need to push the 

legislature in Olympia to balance the budget without 

more cuts that hurt the people of our state.  And we 

need to continue to push President Obama and 

Congress in the right direction.  We need your help to 

do all of this.  Please join our membership for 2010, 

volunteer for our committees and events, and spread 

the word to friends and neighbors.  We’re all in this 

together. 

 

Program for February Meeting 

Humans are conducting a kind of "science experiment" 

on the planet. Every year we release over 30 billion 

tons of atmospheric CO2 along with many other 

pollutants, including 400 billion pounds of reactive 

nitrogen in fertilizer. 

The experiment asks: What happens to a planet when 

subjected to these conditions? 

The changes that have been documented so far include 
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Chili Feed at 7:00 
 

Global Climate Change: From Science to Action 
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atmospheric CO2 rise, sea level rise, ocean 

acidification, polar ice decrease, glacial retreat, early 

onset of Spring, and many others. Although it is hard to 

model these changes, a significant majority of 

scientists agree human pollutants are the primary cause 

and the worst-case predictions for this century are very 

distressing. 

Is this an experiment we want to continue? 

Our three speakers are very concerned and have chosen 

to speak publicly. Even if you don't share their sense of 

urgency to act, their views will provide a sense of 

urgency to learn more about this issue. 

 

For more information about our speakers, please see 

our website! 

 

We will also have an update on the Legislative Session.  

Please join us for the King County Legislative Action 

Day on February 15th in Olympia!  And I hope to see 

you on the 18th! 

 

Chad Lupkes 

Chair, 46th District Democrats 
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46th District Executive Board Members 

 

Chair:  

Chad Lupkes  (440-1992)  chadlupkes@gmail.com 

 

First Vice Chair: 

Shanna Sawatzki (434-6023) shanna7@gmail.com 

 

Vice Chair (Membership): 

Betty Means (523-5702)  bmeans56@comcast.net 

 

Vice Chair (Program): 

Gerry Pollet (528-0078)  gerry-pollet@msn.com 

 

Secretary: 

Stan Sorscher (522-7660)  sorscher@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer: 

Stan Moffett  (365-7562)  stanmaggie@comcast.net 

 

State Committeeman: 

John Webber  (365-0741)  john.p.webber@comcast.net 

 

State Committeewoman: 

Janet Miller  (528-0078)  gerry-pollet@msn.com 

 

King County Male Representative: 

Dean Fournier  (364-4539)  dean48@comcast.net 

 

King County Male Alternate: 

Sylvester Cann   slycann@gmail.com 

 

King County Female Representative: 

Erica Minshull  (253-468-8582)   

                                                erica_minshull@hotmail.com 

 

King County Female Alternate: 

Sarajane Siegfriedt  (440-5829)  sarajane3h@comcast.net 

 

Sergeant at Arms: 

Barbara Whitt  (729-7410)  barbara@whitts-end.com 

 

At Large Members: 

Kathryn Lewis  (356-1835)  kathryn@kathrynelewis.com 

Jason Sawatzki  (226-3598)  jlsawatzki@gmail.com 

J Peter Shapiro  (524-9386)  j.p.shapiro@comcast.net 

Javier Valdez  (548-9510)  airjav@msn.com 

Sheila Kohls (523-6863) sheiladkohls@msn.com 

 

Next Demogram Deadline: February 25, 2010 

 

Proudly Printed by Union Labor! 

Please check our Website for all the 

latest information, meeting minutes, 
calendars and  

an expanded online Demogram:   

www.46dems.com 

Agenda for February 18th  

  

All you can eat Chili!   

$5 suggested donation 

 

Donôt forget to buy your  

Raffle Tickets for  

Barbaraôs Pies! 
 

Welcome 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Approval of Nov & Jan 

Minutes (Please review the 

minutes posted on our website!) 

Chair's Report 

Program: Global Climate 

Change: From Science to 

Action 

Committee Reports 

Membership 

Legislative Action 

Finance 

& Treasurers Report 

2010 Caucus 

Preparations 

State/County Party Reports 

Old Business 

New Business 

Good of the Order 

Adjourn 

mailto:chadlupkes@gmail.com
mailto:shanna7@gmail.com
mailto:bmeans56@comcast.net
mailto:gerry-pollet@msn.com
mailto:sorscher@comcast.net
mailto:stanmaggie@comcast.net
mailto:john.p.webber@comcast.net
mailto:gerry-pollet@msn.com
mailto:dean48@comcast.net
mailto:%20slycann@gmail.com
mailto:erica_minshull@hotmail.com
mailto:sarajane3h@comcast.net
mailto:barbara@whitts-end.com
mailto:kathryn@kathrynelewis.com
mailto:jlsawatzki@gmail.com
mailto:j.p.shapiro@comcast.net
mailto:airjav@msn.com
mailto:sheilakohls@msn.com
http://46dems.com/2010/february.php
http://46dems.com/2010/february.php
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In Case You Missed Ité. 

By Jan Ames 

T 
he January 2010 membership meeting of the 46

th
 

District Democrats featured a Community Action 
Fair, a talk by a new Seattle Deputy Mayor, the 
passage of three resolutions/motions, and the 
usual committee reports. 

Members observed a moment of silence to honor activist 

member Keith Shierk, who died early in December. 

Election of Committee Members for State Convention.  
The following members were elected by acclamation to 
serve on committees for the Washington State Democratic 
State Convention:  Rules Committee:  John Webber; 
Platform Committee:  Dean Fournier; Credentials 

Committee:  Antonia Gonzales. 

School Levy Endorsement.  Members voted 
overwhelmingly to endorse the two expiring school 
levies up for renewal February 9.  Proposition 2 renews 
the operations levy, while Proposition 1 provides capital 
funds for buildings and technology. 

Deputy Mayor,  Deputy Mayor for Communities Darryl 
Smith (206-233-7893 or darryl.smith@seattle.gov)  
reported on plans that the new administration has to 
ratchet up civic engagements, as well as how the City and 
organizations can work together to build social capital. A 
community meeting facilitated by former Mayor Norm Rice 
will be held at Northgate Elementary School at 7 p.m. on 
March 1.  Smith urged citizens to keep the new 
administration accountable, transparent, and creditable.  
His remarks were followed by a brief question and answer 
period. 

Community Action Fair.  The meeting was recessed for 30 
minutes so that members could visit 16 staffed exhibits 
covering a wide variety of agencies.  Please see our 
website for a list of presenters. 

Platform Development.  Platform Chair Dean Fournier 
explained that the 46

th
 platform does not contain a section 

on local issues.  With no precinct caucuses this year, the 
Committee is seeking grassroots input in other ways.  
Sticky notes were distributed so that members could write 
down ideas for local issues, and then all suggestions were 
posted.  A platform hearing will be held Saturday, 
February 6, at 10 a.m. at Olympic View Church.  Everyone 
is invited! 

Elections Committee.  Goal of the Committee is to improve 
the structure of the Precinct Committee Officers (PCO), 
including Area Coordinators.  The position of PCO 
Coordinator will be moved from the Membership to the 
Elections Committee.  A formal proposal will be presented 
at the February membership meeting. 

Legislative Action.  Co-chair Sarajane Siegfriedt reported 
that the most important message in the King County 
Legislative Action agenda is to raise revenue rather than 
to continue cutting essential social services.  The 
Legislative Action Committeeôs Lobby Day in Olympia will 
be Monday, February 15.  A PCO training will be held that 
day, as well as the annual crab feed that evening.  

Treasurerôs Report.  Treasurer Stan Moffett reported that 
the District carried over approximately $9,000, with around 
$11,000 now on hand, excluding the Cole Fund.  The 
Districtôs bank account has been moved from Key Bank to 
BECU.  Janet Miller moved to donate $500 to the Schools 
First levy campaign.  The motion was passed 
overwhelmingly. 

Cole Fund.  Chair Jan Ames reported that the Committee 
had received no Letters of Intent for Round 2, so the 
Committee is working on a new approach to find the 
answer to this question:  ñWhat should the 46

th
 District look 

like in 5, 10, or 20 years?ò  Committee members plan to 
meet with 46

th
 members, politicians, legislators, council 

members, and educators for assistance in finding an 
answer to the question.  Then the Committee will request 
proposals to specifically target the goals that are set. 

Membership.  Chair Betty Means reported that the 
organization currently has 236 members.  Membership in 
higher level categories has increased considerably since 
2006:  Friends of the 46

th
 ($46) 22 vs. 7; 4600 Club ($100) 

29 vs. 8; plus three $500 benefactors. 

Platform/Resolutions/Bylaws.  The Committee is taking 
comments at general meetings and online.  A resolution 
called Raising Revenue Rather than Cutting Essential 
Services was drafted by Siegfriedt at the request of State 
Chair Dwight Pelz in response to the need to fill a state 
budget gap of $2.6 million.  The resolution requests that 
the Legislature raise at least two-thirds of the deficit, 
establish a system of sunsetting underperforming tax 
exemptions, and begin work on a high-earnersô income 

tax.  The resolution was passed unanimously. 

Community Action.  Outreach Chair Peter Shapiro 
continues to meet with Community Councils, and he plans 
to target outreach efforts to local labor unions and the 
Chamber of Commerce. He was thanked for his continuing 
outstanding job of reaching community organizations and 
organizing the eveningôs Community Action Fair. 

2010 Caucus.  Plans are well underway for the 2010 
Legislative District Caucus to be held March 14 at 1 p.m. 
at Ingraham High School.  Purpose of the meeting will be 
to elect delegates to the State convention in Vancouver on 
June 26 and to adopt a platform.  Proposed rules for 
electing delegates and conducting the platform debate are 
posted on the 46

th
 website for comment.  Although the 

doors will open at 11:30 and the meeting will start at 
12:15, no voting on delegates will take place before 1 p.m. 
per the state rules. 

County and State Conventions.  The King County 
Convention will be held Saturday, April 10.  The State 
Convention is Saturday, June 26, in Vancouver. 

State Party Meeting.  The State Party winter meeting will 
be held January 30 at the downtown Convention Center.  
Hospitality suites will be open on Friday evening, January 
29, at the Seattle Hilton.  This is the first time since 1996 
that a State Central Committee meeting has been held in 
King County. 

For more details on the meeting, please read the minutes 
on our website, http://46dems.com.  

mailto:darryl.smith@seattle.gov
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Did you Know... 
 

If you bring your own coffee/water container you may 

help yourself to free coffee and/or water?  Yes, it’s 

true!  To encourage you to bring your own container, 

we have a lovely water container filled with ice and 

filtered water for your drinking pleasure.  (Of course, if 

you do buy a bottle of water, feel free to fill it up if you 

are more than one bottle thirsty—which could happen 

if you enjoy the chili!) 

If you do use our paper cups for coffee, be sure to take 

a lid to help keep that coffee or tea hot longer. 

I would love to have your suggestions for pies for the 

raffle each month.  During the winter holidays, it is 

easy to come up with an excellent pumpkin pie.  

During the summer, there’s lots of fruit pies to be 

made.  Your suggestions are most welcome.   

If you are so fortunate as to win one of these home 

baked beauties, the return of the genuine glass or 

ceramic pie plate is appreciated, but not a condition of 

winning. 

Remember!  The All You Can Eat Chili Feed includes 

salad, chili, potato and toppings and a drink.  All for a 

low $5 suggested donation. 

There was a pair of glasses left on one of the 

refreshment tables in January, if you lost yours, please 

contact me! 

Barbara Whitt,  

206.729.7410 

North Seattle Community News 

by J Peter Shapiro 

Who knows what the weather will be like when you 

read this column (it’s unusually balmy as we peck the 

keyboard today), but Spring is definitively predicted to 

arrive some time this year.  Of course, Seattle weather 

hasn’t stopped many community groups from digging in 

to improve neighborhood green spaces.  You can see 

evidence of this by browsing through February’s listings 

on our North Seattle Community Calendar.  Folks 

were hard at work planting, pruning, and otherwise 

improving the public spaces that are available for us all 

to enjoy.  Here are two examples: 

 

February 16:  ―The newest third Saturday 

opportunity at the newest project…’In the 

Woods.’ Help clear and plant in Magnuson 

Park’s forest.. . . This work party is sponsored 

by the Magnuson Environmental Stewardship 

Alliance and Green Seattle Partnership.ò 

 

February 23:  ―Gina’s Blackberry Bash.‖ This 

event was sponsored by Friends of Burke 

Gilman at Sand Point.  Contact info for the 

group is right there on the calendar if you want 

to learn more about February’s ―bash‖ or 

upcoming ones. 

 

There no doubt are lots of similar events happening 

throughout the 46th.  Send us your listings and then put 

us on your e-mail list so we can help spread the word.  

Write: outreach@46dems.com.  

 

Our website’s Advocacy and Action page provides 

links to other groups working to improve our local 

environment, for example: 

 

Maple Leaf Community Garden: ―The Maple 

Leaf Community Garden is located at 529 NE 

103rd Street.  The garden includes 22 P-Patch 

plots, extensive native plantings, and perennial 

beds and restful seating areas. .  . . Volunteers 

from the neighborhood are helping to maintain 

the new garden and new volunteers are always 

welcome to lend a hand at quarterly work 

parties.‖  http://www.mapleleafcommunity.org/

garden_103.html 

 

Friends of Yesler Swamp Trail:  ―A group of 

neighbors have volunteered to help develop and 

improve the Yesler Swamp Trail through the 

wetland located at the corner of NE 41st and 

Surber Drive – just beneath the tangle of 

blackberry vines. The area serves as fishing 

grounds for the nearby resident bald eagles and 

a breeding ground for water fowl. This trail is 

part of the larger Union Bay Natural Area Trail 

that in turn links to Foster Island and the 

Arboretum, a marvelous natural area within the 

c o n f i n e s  o f  t h e  c i t y . ‖  

http://yeslerswamptrail.wordpress.com/ 

 

So, regardless of the physical or political climate on any 

given day, there are lots of ways to get involved in 

making our neighborhoods better places to live. 

 

Please send us news or feature stories for this column, 

and events to post on our website’s Community 

Calendar. Write: Outreach@46dems.com.  

mailto:outreach@46dems.com
http://www.mapleleafcommunity.org/garden_103.html
http://www.mapleleafcommunity.org/garden_103.html
http://yeslerswamptrail.wordpress.com/
mailto:Outreach@46dems.com


 No time to eat before the meeting?  
 

Come to All you can Eat  

Chili ~n~ Fixinõs 
(Vegetarian, too!)  

 

$5   Suggested Donation  

The usual cookies and coffee are available for the standard 

suggested donation of $1  

Did you bring your own drink container?  

Help yourself to water from the water jug or coffee . 

King County Democrats LAC 

Lobby Day in Olympia 
 

Last month, we published the agenda of the King 

County Democrats Legislative Action Day.  This 

month you can help push that priority list in 

Olympia by attending our Legislative Action Day. 

 

On Monday, February 15th, the King County LAC 

extends an invitation for everyone to come down 

to Olympia for a training session on how to Lobby 

for our priorities in the Legislature, and to hear 

from the Governor and our Elected Officials who 

are working on the Budget and other legislation.  

This includes a working lunch where a parade of 

Representatives and Senators come to talk to us 

about what they are excited about and working on. 

 

Make arrangements to meet with your 

representatives after lunch so you can have 

valuable face to face time with the people making 

decisions on our state priorities! 

 

For more information about the event how you can 

help push our priorities, please contact the LAC co

-chairs, Sarajane Siegfriedt & Steve Zemke. 

 

Here is one specific action that you can take today: 

 

Support State Housing Trust Fund: HB 2906 

 

Please contact your State Representatives and ask 

them to support this jobs bill. Then ask your 

friends and neighbors. 

 

Reasons: 

The State Housing Trust fund was cut from 

$100 million a year to zero in 2010, leaving 

projects representing 2,000 units of low-income 

housing in the pipeline, ready to go. The need 

for low-income housing is urgent. 

These projects are typically matched 4:1 with 

public and private funds, including the Seattle 

Housing Levy, so this represents $500 million 

in construction funding, with Housing Trust 

Fund as the crucial seed money. 

House Bill 2906 is funded by closing a 

loophole in the property transfer tax that now 

excludes secondary sales of mortgages by 

banks.  It costs $62 each and is being fought by 

banks, although it would have no impact on 

consumers. 

This is the best jobs bill they could pass, 

because construction is the hardest-hit segment 

of our economy, over one-third of our lost jobs, 

and contractors will be put to work 

immediately. These projects are vetted and 

prioritized and are literally shovel-ready. 

 

We hear that Sen. Joe McDermott (D-34) will be 

introducing a companion bill in the Senate. Please 

watch for this and then contact our Senator. 

 

Thank you, 

Sarajane Siegfriedt, co-chair 

King County Democrats Legislative Action 

Committee  
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Stan’s emotional response to the travesties of the 

Bush administration prompted his activism in 

Democratic politics. He joined the 

hopeful masses in supporting Barack 

Obama for the potential he offered of a 

real change. At the 2008 district caucus 

he jumped at the chance to fill his 

precinct’s vacancy as PCO and later 

volunteered to replace Donna Boysen as 

46th District’s treasurer when she 

needed to relinquish that job. Stan won 

that office on his own at our last district 

elections. 

We all shared our concern for Stan when 

he underwent open heart surgery in 

September and are relieved to see him 

back in form as our treasurer and 

looking so fit again. He feels lucky to 

have the support of Kathryn Lewis who 

filled in for him last fall and who will do 

so again when Stan and his wife go on another of 

their many travels. Since his retirement from Boeing 

as as Human Resources leader for 27 years they have 

enjoyed many trips visiting  such places as Costa 

Rica, Panama, Florida, Mexico, 

Glacier Bay and Baja. 

His other area of interest upon 

retirement reflect his concern for 

ecology and education. He is currently 

secretary/treasurer of the Sierra Club’s 

Cascade Chapter Water & Salmon 

Committee and he has taught at North 

Seattle Community College on issues 

of retirement. 

Stan’s philosophy can be summed by 

his observation that: ―One thing I try to 

do in my life is be true to my values... 

The values most dear to me are: 

honesty (not too brutal), humor/

irreverence, health/life balance, 

creativity/spontaneity and adventure.‖ 

 

Picture: Stan at Rialto Beach on the Washington Coast 

Stan Moffett  
2009 ð 2010 Treasurer  

46th LD Members in and about the Community 

SEEN    ON    THE    SCENE SEEN    ON    THE    SCENE   
 

by Sylvia Haven 

Neighborhood Meeting 

 

Member Donna Hartmann-Miller reminds us that an important neighborhood meeting is 

scheduled for FEBRUARY 9th at Olympic View Elementary. It is the first of several meetings to 

get local input to the Maple Leaf Park design. A landscape designer and project manager have 

been chosen and they need to hear our voices. 

Read more in the online extended Demogram! 
 

The Printed Demogram is everything that we can fit on 8 pages.  Everything else is available online, including 

pictures in full color and whatever else we want to put up.  The website grows and changes every single day.  

Please visit each day to see what’s new! 

 

Also, please join our online social networking efforts!  Facebook, LinkedIn, you name it, we’re there! 
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Show Your Commitment to the 46th District Democrats.  JOIN NOW! 

 

You can pay dues electronically via Click and Pledge at our website – where you can pledge as little as $5 a month - or mail a 

check payable to ñ46th District Democratsò to PO Box 15435, Seattle, WA 98115-0435.   To check your membership status, 

please contact Betty Means at bmeans56@comcast.net. 

 

NAME_____________________________________________ 

ADDRESS__________________________________________ 

CITY____________________ZIP_______________________ 

HOME PHONE______________________________________ 

WORK PHONE______________________________________ 

E-MAIL____________________________________________ 

Ǐ  YES!  Please send me an email when the newsletter is 

ready for online reading.  
                 (PS online, itôs in COLOR!)  

 

Pay dues online, quick and easy! 

http://46dems.com/membership.php  

 

Ǐ   $500 ñBenefactorò 

Ǐ   $100 ñ4600 Clubò 

Ǐ   $46 Friend of the 46th  

Ǐ   $35 Couple/Family 

Ǐ   $25 Individual 

Ǐ   $5 Student/Retired/Fixed Income 

Ǐ   $________ 

Sign Up for On -line Demogram  

Help us save money and reduce paper. 

Ç YES!  Please e-mail me each month when the new issue of the Demogram (the 46th District Democrats 

newsletter) is available online. Reducing the amount of money the District spends on printing and postage means 
more resources available to elect Democrats! 

Ç YES!   I am a member of the 46th District Democrats. 

Ç NO, L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ȅŜǘΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŝ-mail me information about joining (or go directly to 

http://46dems.com/membership.php). 

 
Name _____________________________________________________________________ 

                                First                             Middle Initial                                Last 

My e-mail address: 

ccccccccccccccccccccccccc 
(Alternatively, you may e-mail a subscription request to Chad Lupkes at chadlupkes@gmail.com, or go to 
our website and sign up directly.) 

https://co.clickandpledge.com/sp/d1/default.aspx?wid=26964
mailto:bmeans56@comcast.net
http://46dems.com/membership.php
http://46dems.com/membership.php
mailto:gerry-pollet@msn.com
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Items for February 18th  

Membership Meeting 

 
7:00 - 7:30 Social, Chili Feed & Setup 

7:30   Membership Mtg Begins 

7:35   Approval of              Minutes 

 Report from the Chair 

7:45 Program: Climate Change 

8:30 Committee & Party Reports 

9:19 Old Business 

 New Business 

 Good of the Order 

 Adjourn 

 

Please see page 2 for  

the complete agenda 

 

Next Demogram Deadline: Feb 25th 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

February 15th, KCDCC LOBBY DAY, Olympia, 10am check-

in.  See the kcdems.org website or contact Sarajane Siegfriedt 
for details. 

February 15th, WSDCC PCO Training and Crab Feed, 

Lacy,  10am for Training, 5pm for Crab Feed.  See wa-
democrats.org for details or call state party at 206.583.0664  

February 18th, 46dems General Meeting , Olympic View 

Elementary School, 7:00pm.  Contact Chad Lupkes for more 
info and see the Agenda on page 2. 

February 21st, KCDems LAC Meeting ,  IAM Hall, 9125 15th 

Place S, Seattle 98108, 2pm, contact Sarajane Siegfriedt for 
more info. 

Many more events online.   Please see our online calendar!!! 

Also check our neighboring districts for more opportunities to 

hear from and learn about the candidates this year!  

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18TH AT OLYMPIC VIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

7:00 PM SOCIAL / CHILI FEED  ~  7:30 PM MEETING 
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