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Next Membership Meeting: 

Olympic View Elementary  

Thursday, March 18th 

7:00 PM  Social 

7:30 PM  Mtg Begins 

I’ll be blunt.  Frustration is rising.  As we move further 

into this election year, people are looking at 

Washington DC and seeing Congress blocked from 

doing anything to help us because just a few voices are 

so opposed to making a positive difference that they 

are willing to do anything to stop our progress.  This 

cannot stand.  But while I know that you understand 

who is on our side, too many people just look at the 

entire political system and throw up their hands. 

 

We need to give people a reason not to give up.  We, 

the members of the Democratic Party at a local, state 

and national level, need to present a vision for what our 

country can be if we listen to each other, learn from the 

past, plan for the future and keep in the front of our 

minds that we are all in this together.  As a country and 

as a world we will only survive, succeed and thrive if 

we all work together. 

 

What drives people away from the political process? I 

think it has more to do with their concerns not getting 

addressed than anything else. We are of course limited 

on what we can do from a small geographical area in 

the Northern part of a single city. But we need to 

maximize our impact by encouraging each other to 

speak out. 

NOTES FROM THE CHAIR - Chad Lupkes 

Next General Membership Meeting 
 

Thursday, March 18th  

Olympic View Elem. School ~ NE 95th St. & 8th Ave. NE 

Chili Feed at 7:00pm, meeting starts at 7:30pm 
 

King County Executive Dow Constantine 
(Complete Agenda on Page 2) 

March 2010 
 

46th Legislative District Democrats 
www.46DEMS.com 

At the Legislative District Town Hall on February 20th 

my son came up with a question all on his own. “What 

is Washington State doing to get electric cars on our 

roads?”  This from an 11-year-old boy who listens to 

my wife and I talk about the news and knows that we 

have the ability to protect his future if we just get on 

the right track. 

 

Our LD Caucus is on Sunday, March 14th at Ingraham 

High School.  I would love to see a few hundred active 

people, wanting to get the business done and ready to 

engage in a discussion of how we can put our country 

on the right track.  Our Draft Platform is on our 

website ready for your review.  The agenda and rules 

are posted.  I hope to see you there! 

 

Program for March Meeting 

 

King County Executive Dow Constantine will be the 

main speaker at our March general meeting.  He will 

give us an update on what his office has been doing to 

improve King County Government and make it more 

able to meet the challenges of the 21st Century.  I hope 

to see you there! 

Chad Lupkes 

Chair, 46th District Democrats 
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46th District Executive Board Members 

 

Chair:  

Chad Lupkes  (440-1592)  chadlupkes@gmail.com 

 

First Vice Chair: 

Shanna Sawatzki (434-6023) shanna7@gmail.com 

 

Vice Chair (Membership): 

Betty Means (523-5702)  bmeans56@comcast.net 

 

Vice Chair (Program): 

Gerry Pollet (528-0078)  gerry-pollet@msn.com 

 

Secretary: 

Stan Sorscher (522-7660)  sorscher@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer: 

Stan Moffett  (365-7562)  stanmaggie@comcast.net 

 

State Committeeman: 

John Webber  (365-0741)  john.p.webber@comcast.net 

 

State Committeewoman: 

Janet Miller  (528-0078)  gerry-pollet@msn.com 

 

King County Male Representative: 

Dean Fournier  (364-4539)  dean48@comcast.net 

 

King County Male Alternate: 

Sylvester Cann   slycann@gmail.com 

 

King County Female Representative: 

Erica Minshull  (253-468-8582)   

                                                erica_minshull@hotmail.com 

 

King County Female Alternate: 

Sarajane Siegfriedt  (440-5829)  sarajane3h@comcast.net 

 

Sergeant at Arms: 

Barbara Whitt  (729-7410)  barbara@whitts-end.com 

 

At Large Members: 

Kathryn Lewis  (356-1835)  kathryn@kathrynelewis.com 

Jason Sawatzki  (226-3598)  jlsawatzki@gmail.com 

J Peter Shapiro  (524-9386)  j.peter.shapiro@gmail.com  

Javier Valdez  (548-9510)  airjav@msn.com 

Sheila Kohls (523-6863) sheiladkohls@msn.com 

 

Next Demogram Deadline: March 25, 2010 

 

Proudly Printed by Union Labor! 

Please check our Website for all the 

latest information, meeting minutes, 
calendars and  

an expanded online Demogram:   

www.46dems.com 

Agenda for March 18th  

  

All you can eat Chili!   

$5 suggested donation 

 

Donôt forget to buy your  

Raffle Tickets for  

Barbaraôs Pies! 
 

Welcome 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Approval of February Minutes 
(Please review the minutes posted 

on our website!) 

Chair's Report 

Program:  King County 

Executive Dow Constantine 

Platform and Resolutions 

from 2010 LD Caucus 

Committee Reports 

Membership 

Legislative Action 

Finance 

& Treasurers Report 

State/County Party Reports 

Old Business 

New Business 

Good of the Order 

Adjourn 

mailto:chadlupkes@gmail.com
mailto:shanna7@gmail.com
mailto:bmeans56@comcast.net
mailto:gerry-pollet@msn.com
mailto:sorscher@comcast.net
mailto:stanmaggie@comcast.net
mailto:john.p.webber@comcast.net
mailto:gerry-pollet@msn.com
mailto:dean48@comcast.net
mailto:%20slycann@gmail.com
mailto:erica_minshull@hotmail.com
mailto:sarajane3h@comcast.net
mailto:barbara@whitts-end.com
mailto:kathryn@kathrynelewis.com
mailto:jlsawatzki@gmail.com
mailto:j.peter.shapiro@gmail.com
mailto:airjav@msn.com
mailto:sheilakohls@msn.com
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT 

By Jan Ames 

The February 18 membership meeting featured three 
speakers and their views on ñGlobal Climate 
Change:  From Science to Action.ò 

After School Board Member Peter Maier led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, he and fellow School 
Board Member Harium Martin-Morris thanked 
everyone for work on the successful Seattle school 
levies. 

Minutes.  Minutes from membership meetings in 
November 2009 and January 2010 were approved. 

Chairôs Report.  Chair Chad Lupkes reminded 
members that the Legislative District Caucus will be held 
Sunday, March 14, at Ingraham High School.  The 
County Convention will take place April 10 and the State 
Convention on June 26. 

Program.  Phil Harrison, who had arranged the 
program, introduced the three speakers:  Bob Brown, 
Emeritus Professor, Atmospheric Sciences, University of 
Washington; Guillaume Mauger, Climate Impacts 
Group, University of Washington; and Doug Howell, 
Director, Sierra Clubôs NW Beyond Coal campaign.  

Brown told the group that he had come to see the 
global warming issue from two perspectives:  science 
and politics.  He believes that the scientific consensus is 
solidly in line with global warming.  Further, he believes 
that the political controversy is not about ñthe science,ò 
but rather about the role that science should play in 
policy making.  Brown encouraged members to join 
Citizens Climate Lobby and to pressure Senators Patty 
Murray and Maria Cantwell on the issue. 

In reviewing the policy debate around global 
warming, Mauger said most proposals are built around 
carbon tax or a system of cap and trade.  Details of 
these two approaches can blur the differences between 
the two. A Senate bill authored by Senator Cantwell 
provides for a hybrid of tax plus cap and trade, which 
would collect enough carbon tax to offset all property 
taxes in Washington State. 

Howell talked about specific actions in Washington 
State, reporting that coal is a target for several 
reasons.  The Sierra Club would like to see existing coal 
plants converted to other fuels.  Washington State has 
one coal-fired power plant in Centralia, a plant owned by 
TransAlta in Canada.  With that plant operating, 
Washington cannot meet State-mandated carbon 
emission goals for 2020. 

For a more complete report of the three presentations, 
see the meeting minutes at http://46dems.com. 

Motion.  The group voted to suspend the rules in order 
to consider a motion by Gerry Pollet that the 
46th District sign on to the Sierra Club letter to the 
Governor regarding coal-fired power plants and further 

that the 46th District urge the Legislature to eliminate the 
tax exemption for the coal-fired plant in 
Centralia.  The motion was passed by a show of 
hands. 

Legislative Action Committee (LAC) Report.  Governor 
Gregoire and several legislators spoke at the King 
County Legislative Action Committee Day in Olympia 
February 15. Since the budget deficit probably will be 
closed by a combination of cuts and new revenue, LAC 
Co-Chair Steve Zemke encouraged everyone to write 
to legislators and newspapers to avoid an ñall cutsò 
budget. 

Finance Report.  Treasurer Stan Moffett reported that 
year-to-date income is a little ahead of 
expenses.  Kathryn Lewis showed and explained a 
2010 budget spreadsheet.  A motion to accept the 

budget as proposed was passed by a show of hands. 

Cole Fund Report.  Chair Lupkes asked everyone to 
think about goals for the District and how the Cole Fund 
might figure into plans to reach those goals. 

Membership Report.  Membership Chair Betty 
Means reported that membership dues make up a major 
source of income for the District and that at the moment 
dues are ahead of the trend at this point of the cycle. 

Platform, Resolutions and Rules Committee.  Chair 
Dean Fournier reported that the platform is now in 
ñpretty good shape.ò 

Community Outreach.  Chair Peter Shapiro is looking 
for volunteers to help with projects. 

Young Democrats.  Alejandro Pena, from the Young 
Democrats, talked about mutual interests between YDs 
and the 46th District. 

State Party Report.  State Committeeman John 
Webber announced that the 2012 State Convention will 
be held in Seattle thanks to the efforts of Javier Valdez. 

King County Report.  King County Representative 
Dean Fournier mentioned that the King County 
Democrats had endorsed several candidates for judicial 
positions. 

Good of the Order.  Steve Rosen asked for support in 
h is  re -e lect ion as a judge in  Black 
Diamond; Alice Gregory spoke on behalf of her 
husband Willie Gregory, who will be running for an open 
judge position; Janet Miller thanked the Olympic View 
Community Church for hosting District meetings, 
including the present meeting after last-minute 
arrangements, and she encouraged everyone to support 
the church and its work; Shanna Sawatzki thanked the 
evening speakers; Steve Zemke asked for continued 
help in protecting trees at Ingraham High School; 
and Gerry Pollet gave a short update about the Hanford 
nuclear facility.  

Read Secretary Stan Sorscherôs minutes 
at http://46dems.com 

http://46dems.com
http://46dems.com
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North Seattle Community News 
by J Peter Shapiro 

Legislative Town Hall Report 
 
 ñBravo!!ò to our State Representatives 
Kenney and White for bringing news from Olympia, 
for listening to their constituents, and for their hard 
work on behalf of our progressive values.  Their 
Town Hall event at Meadowbrook Community 
Center on February 20th had some extra benefits: 
hearing the passionate and articulate voices of our 
neighbors, and learning what they are doing to help 
make our community better.   I was pleased to learn 
about these four organizations, which Iôve added to 
the Advocacy and Action page of our web site:   
 
Friends of Fircrest is ñan all-volunteer, non-profit 

organization advocating for the rights to quality 
living choices for all people with developmental 
disabilities.ò It supports residents at the Fircrest 
Schoolò located just north of the 46th. 

 
Neighborcare Health is ña leading provider of 

primary medical and dental care to low-income 
and uninsured patients in Seattle,ò with facilities 
throughout the city including clinics at Roosevelt 
High School and in Greenwood. 

 
Feet First is an advocacy organization building 
walkable communities.  ñWe help people take 
simple steps to create better places to live, 
learn, shop, work, and play.ò  They distributed a 
very neat map of Northeast Seattle Trails, also 
containing lots of info that weôll be adding to our 
website.   

 
Save Basic Health, a project of Sisters Organize for 
Survival, ñcontinues to push for a sensible 
solution to the current budget crisis that will fund 
Basic Health and other critical social services: a 
steeply graduated income tax on the rich and a 
tax on corporate profits -- instead of an increase 
in sales taxes that will further worsen our 
regressive tax structure!ò 

 
If you havenôt had the opportunity yet to browse our 
websiteôs numerous ñLinks,ò I encourage you to do 
so on your personal computer or at one of the 
library branches in the 46th.  We have about 200 
local and regional organizations listed at our 
Advocacy and Action page, organized in dozens of 
categories ranging from ñAò (Aging) to ñYò (Youth), 
with Education, Environment, Homelessness and 
many other categories in between.  

 
Submissions for this column, or for our Community 
Calendar, or additions to suggest for our ñLinksò 
pages are encouraged and welcomed.  Please 
send them to outreach@46dems.com.   
 
(Editors note: This article was shortened for the 
printed Demogram.  Please see our online 
Expanded edition for the entire article, including a 
section on where to find help at our local libraries 
with your 2009 Federal Income Taxes.) 
 
 

Making Our Voice More Effective  
Jason Sawatzki 

Elections Committee Co-Chair 

Last year the Elections Committee made an 
important first step in improving our efficiency in our 
elections efforts by collecting and analyzing our 
doorbelling efforts against the election results.  I will 
go into the details of this analysis at a later date, but 
for now I want to bring up the two conclusions that 
the analysis offered as potential ways to improve 
our effectiveness:  1) have more PCOs in more 
precincts knocking on more doors (duh), and 2) 
make a more effective pitch about our endorsed 
candidates and ballot measure positions to those 
voters we do contact. The former is something 
Javier and his soon to be appointed set of regional 
organizers will be taking on.  The later is something 
that the committee spent some time dissecting. 

We looked long and hard at our methods in 
previous years with regards to literature distribution, 
and made some observations: 

Organizing the collation and distribution of 

literature is a colossal undertaking tying up 
valuable resources.   Itôs a significant struggle to 
coordinate between dozens of campaigns, 
many volunteers, and scores of PCOs.  All of 
these peopleôs time was taxed just to assemble 
and prepare our message rather than deliver it 
to voters. 

Our Literature Distribution is financially 

expensive to both campaigns and our district.  
Campaigns can spend several thousand dollars 
on literature just for our district, and the cost of 
staff time coordinating the delivery of this 
literature to us is significant.   

Our PCOs receive their literature in raw form 

and have to spend their own time assembling it.  
This is time they are not spending contacting 
voters. 

Most voters, for all this for all this effort, come 

home to find a pile of paper on their doorstep, 

mailto:outreach@46dems.com


 No time to eat before the meeting?  
 

Come to All you can Eat  

Chili ~n~ Fixinõs 
(Vegetarian, too!)  

 

$5   Suggested Donation  

The usual cookies and coffee are available for the standard 

suggested donation of $1  

Did you bring your own drink container?  

Help yourself to water from the water jug or coffee . 

along with a useful sample ballot listing who we 
endorsed, but not why we endorsed them.  
While many of our voters spend the time to look 
carefully at each piece of literature and make a 
judgment based on that information, it is 
questionable whether this is the majority. 

Given these observations, the newly reorganized 
Elections Committee will be working on a proposal 
to solve some of these shortcomings, and make our 
message more effective to the voters in our district.  
There are many details to work out, but here is the 
basic shape of the idea. 

We will print a Democratic Voterôs Guide with 

member written articles explaining why the 
candidates were endorsed, and we will pay for 
the additional cost of this printing through 
candidate advertisements which will substitute 
for the thousands of pieces of literature they 
have provided in the past. 

This would simultaneously ease the workload 

on organizers, reduce the costs to campaigns, 
be revenue neutral to the district, ease prep 
work for PCOs, and on top of it all deliver a 
more coherent and compelling message to 
voters. 

The goal remains the same, to get out the vote 

for our candidates and ballot measures. 

Later this month the Elections Committee will meet 
to determine the particulars of this proposal as well 
as lay the foundation for our Regional (or Area) 
Coordinators.  I would like to invite anyone who is 
interesting in participating to check the calendar on 
our website for our meeting dates and attend.  We 
need your input on this idea, and we need your help 
to execute this strategy 

 

A Resolution Requesting the State Legislature 
Act to Meet our CO2 Reduction Goals in 

Washington State 

Whereas Washington Stateôs ability to meet its 
statutorily adopted goals for reducing global 
warming / climate change emission reductions will 
depend upon eliminating the use of coal-fired 
generation from the TransAlta ï Centralia coal-fired 
power plant in the coming decade;  

Whereas, TransAltaôs emissions not only contribute 
to global warming but also create serious haze and 
view obstruction problems at our National Parks 
and contribute to serious air pollution hazards;  

Whereas, TransAlta was granted special tax 
treatment on the premise that it would keep or 
create jobs which were lost when TransAlta closed 
the Centralia coal mine and chose to import coal 
from Montana and Wyoming; and,  

Whereas, tax policy should assist us in meeting our 
Stateôs goals to reduce emissions of the pollutants 
contributing to global warming and responsible for 
health and environmental harms; and,  

Whereas, the 46th District Democrats have called 
for elimination of tax exemptions which are not 
demonstrated to create or keep jobs when that was 
the basis for granting special tax treatment;  

Therefore, be it resolved that the 46th District 
Democrats urge our legislative delegation, the 
Legislature and Governor Gregoire to take active 
steps to pass legislation to repeal the special tax 
exemptions for TransAlta and assist in phasing out 
use of coal for electricity production in Washington 
State within the coming decade. 
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Gerryôs impetus for all his political activism 
comes from his concern to protect people and 
the environment. As an attorney he made the 
decision to work in the public interest 
culminating in his current 
position as Executive 
Director and legal counsel 
for Heart of America 
Northwest. Many of us 
remember his successful 
campaign for I-297 but you 
may not know he has been 
honored as the ñNational 
Grassroots Activist of the 
Yearò and was given the 
Washington Physicians for 
Social Responsibility Paul 
Beeson Peace Award. 
 
His strong support of the 
Democratic Party and the 46th is based on his 
belief that we need to work hard at the 

grassroots to elect those candidates who reflect 
our priorities. In his position as district vice-chair 
for programs he wants to keep our elected 
informed of and accountable to  our platform. 

He welcomes members to 
participate in designing future 
programs. 
 
Outside his busy political life, 
Gerry and his wife Janet Miller 
spend their time with their 
children: 13-year-old Hank and 
18-year-old Eileen who is 
heading to Cape Town, South 
Africa for spring quarter. If you 
see Gerry flashing through your 
neighborhood that means he is 
out for one of his race walking  or 
running jaunts. But that doesnôt 
mean he wouldnôt stop for a 

neighborly chat. 

Meet Gerry Pollet  2009 ð 2010 Vice Chair ðPrograms  

46th LD Members in and about the Community 

SEEN    ON    THE    SCENE SEEN    ON    THE    SCENE   
 

by Sylvia Haven 

Town Hall with our Elected Officials 
 

Representatives Phyllis Gutierrez-Kenney and Scott White (Senator Ken Jacobsen was not feeling well 
and was unable to attend) took questions from a lively audience on a beautiful Saturday morning.  
Many 46th District  members were in attendance including Gretchen and Basil Anex, Shelly Cohen, 
Steve Hadley, Carol Rhodes, Sarajane Siegfriedt, John Webber, Chad Lupkes and son Shea, Peter 
Shapiro, Burt Webb and Barbara Whitt to name a few. 

Read more in the online extended Demogram! 
 

The Printed Demogram is everything that we can fit on 8 pages.  Everything else is available online, including 

pictures in full color and whatever else we want to put up.  The website grows and changes every single day.  

Please visit each day to see what’s new! 

 

Also, please join our online social networking efforts!  Facebook, LinkedIn, you name it, we’re there! 
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Show Your Commitment to the 46th District Democrats.  JOIN NOW! 

 

You can pay dues electronically via Click and Pledge at our website – where you can pledge as little as $5 a month - or mail a 

check payable to ñ46th District Democratsò to PO Box 15435, Seattle, WA 98115-0435.   To check your membership status, 

please contact Betty Means at bmeans56@comcast.net. 

 

NAME_____________________________________________ 

ADDRESS__________________________________________ 

CITY____________________ZIP_______________________ 

HOME PHONE______________________________________ 

WORK PHONE______________________________________ 

E-MAIL____________________________________________ 

Ǐ  YES!  Please send me an email when the newsletter is 

ready for online reading.  
                 (PS online, itôs in COLOR!)  

 

Pay dues online, quick and easy! 

http://46dems.com/membership.php  

 

Ǐ   $500 ñBenefactorò 

Ǐ   $100 ñ4600 Clubò 

Ǐ   $46 Friend of the 46th  

Ǐ   $35 Couple/Family 

Ǐ   $25 Individual 

Ǐ   $5 Student/Retired/Fixed Income 

Ǐ   $________ 

Sign Up for On -line Demogram  

Help us save money and reduce paper. 

Ç YES!  Please e-mail me each month when the new issue of the Demogram (the 46th District Democrats 

newsletter) is available online. Reducing the amount of money the District spends on printing and postage means 
more resources available to elect Democrats! 

Ç YES!   I am a member of the 46th District Democrats. 

Ç NO, L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ȅŜǘΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŝ-mail me information about joining (or go directly to 

http://46dems.com/membership.php). 

 
Name _____________________________________________________________________ 

                                First                             Middle Initial                                Last 

My e-mail address: 

 
(Alternatively, you may e-mail a subscription request to Chad Lupkes at chadlupkes@gmail.com, or go to 
our website and sign up directly.) 

Please feel free to make photocopies of this page to give to neighbors and friends! 

https://co.clickandpledge.com/sp/d1/default.aspx?wid=26964
mailto:bmeans56@comcast.net
http://46dems.com/membership.php
http://46dems.com/membership.php
mailto:gerry-pollet@msn.com
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Items for March 18th  

Membership Meeting 

 
7:00 - 7:30 Social, Chili Feed & Setup 

7:30   Membership Meeting Begins 

7:35   Approval of  Minutes 

 Report from the Chair 

7:45 Program: KC Exec: Dow 

Constantine, Platform & 

Resolutions from LD Caucus 

8:30 Committee & Party Reports 

9:19 Old & New Business 

Pie Raffle! 

 Good of the Order 

 Adjourn 

 

Please see page 2 for the complete agenda 

 

Next Demogram Deadline: March 25th 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

Thurs March 11th, Regular Legislative Session ends in 

Olympia .  Please contact our Senator and Reps with your priorities 

and ideas! http://leg.wa.gov for more information.  

Sun March 14th, 46dems 2010 LD Caucus , Ingraham High 

School, 11:30am. Contact Chad Lupkes for more information and 

watch for the Agenda, Rules and Platform in your mailbox!  

Thurs March 18th, 46dems General Meeting , Olympic View 

Elementary School, 7:00pm.  Contact Chad Lupkes for more info and 

see the Agenda on page 2. 

Sun March 21st, KCDems LAC Meeting , Renton Carpenters Hall, 

2:00pm, contact Sarajane Siegfriedt for more info.  

Sun March 21st, Congressman Jim McDermottôs Annual Potato 

Feed , Town Hall Seattle, 4pm.  Contact Anna Rising, 425.828.8969 

Many more events online.   Please see our online calendar!!! 

Also check our neighboring districts for more opportunities to hear 

from and learn about the candidates this year!  

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

THURSDAY, MARCH 18TH AT OLYMPIC VIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

7:00 PM SOCIAL / CHILI FEED  ~  7:30 PM MEETING 

PRSRT  STD 

US  POSTAGE 

PAID   

# 3055 

Seattle, WA Return Service Requested 

Donôt forget!   

2010 LD Caucus on 

March 14th, 11:30am at 

Ingraham High School! 

http://46dems.com/membership.php

